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PREFACE 


TO THE 
REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
Or THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


3 4 CO amaie 


To the deliberations of the first session of ‘the first congress of 
Texas, the attention of a vast proportion of the civilized world has 
been, of necessity, directed. The interesting condition of a country 
revolutionizing m the sacred cause of hberty, with its ever hallowed 
“Spartan band,” panoplied in the armour of “death or victory,” 
successfully resisting the mighty torrent of projected extermination 
that rolled from the cty of Mexico with its great Goliath, the pre- 
siding gemus of the scene—to witness him tumbled from that tri- 
umphal car, to which the sad fate of suffering millions was enchained 
and held in “durance vile” at Orozimbo—a living monument of the 
mbecility of human tyranny, and a proud record of the success that 
must ever await the votary of liberty—for “ who will be free, him- 
self must strike the blow.” To see an infant republic, suddenly 
bursting into hfe, liberty, and victory, and proudly claiming to take 
her station amongst the nations of the earth, which, but a few short 
months past, wag a mere inconsiderable state of the great Mexican 
capital—these are subjects that must eAgross the attention of a e1vi- 
lized world, engender the sympathies of the brave and free of every 
cline, and leave to future generations, a parallel in the reality of 
deeds of arms, with the lofty imaginings of the immortal Homer in his 
Thad. To the pen of the historian, belongs the pleasing task of record- 
ing the heroic achievements of this eventful year, and the denational- 
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ized barbarity of the ruthless tyrant—to deplore the fate of the gallant 
party under Johnson and Grant, in their ill success at the Matamoras 
expedition—the taking of the town of Bexar, when the Texian gar- 
rison retired to the Alamo; and the conflagration of San Felipe de 
Austin, Harrisburg and New Washington; and with feelings exalted 
by the recital, to the same pen, belongs the record of the capture of 
Goliad—the battle of Conception, in which four hundred and fifty Mexi- 
cans shrunk from the steel of the celebrated Bowie and his ninety-two 
men—the grass fight, and capture of Lepantitlan on the river Nueces— 
the assault of San Antonio de Bexar, when thirteen hundred Mexicans 
surrendered to the Texians, though not one fourth of their number— 
the various battles of the Mission del Refugic—and the last blow, that 
sealed the utter hopelessness of Mexican conquest, at San Jacinto, and 
caused the blazing star of Texas, that shone dimly amid the darkness of 
other times, to gleam forth in meridian effulgence, and set in all its 
majesty, even over the Rio Grande del Norte. In the short interval of 
a few months of peate, what has been the demeanor, what the objects 
of these heroic people? The following pages reply:—To lay the solid 
foundation of liberty, by the most salutary form of government on 
earth—to enact laws for the maintenance of peace, happiness and pros- 
perity in the social compact, and to prepare blessings innumerable for 
ages yet unborn. We shall adopt the following, which in augury of the 
future, we penned at the commencement of the session, and shall leave 
to our pamphlet, to proclaim the history of our prophecy: 


“That the independence of Texas ought to be acknowledged by 
the United States, whenever satisfactory information shall be received, 
that it has in successful operation a civil government, capable of 
performing the duties, and fulfilling the obligations of an independent 
power,” —Resolution of the congress of the United States, July 4th. 


‘The condition implied in the congressional announcement of the 
United States, upon which an unequivocal guarantee of the recognition 
of independence is ceded to Texas, must engender the most thrilling 
anxiety in the bosom of every:man, to promote the “consummation” of 
an object, “so devoutly to be wished for.” ‘The first efforts of the first 
congress of Texas, now struggling to harmonize the hitherte<figcordant 
elements of society into one social system of civil govérnment—to or- 
ganize by the patient and acute examination of its various committees, 
ihe multifarious objects that crowd on their attention, each from its vast 
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importance, appearing to claim precedence of the other, will become 
subjects of philosophic retrospection to the present actors in the scene, 
no less honorable and pleasing in reflection, than those deeds that have 
already consecrated the heroism of their past lives on the many well 
fought fields of battle. A timid mind may shrink from the task—an 
indifferent one turn away with apathy—but surely the men, whose bo- 
soms have been bared to the aggressions of the invader—from whose 
brave compatriots in arms, rivers of blood have flown in defence of the 
country, will not suffer their patience to exhaust that energy so neces- 
sary to the attainment of “a civil government in successful operation.” 
It may be true, that the legislative machinery moves slowly at present, 
because it has not been in use—that election contests may impede its 
organic harmony—but these objections vanish daily, and the drafts of 
several interesting bills now before the house, afford the most satisfactory 
prospective evidence, that the legislative assemblies of Texas will rival 
the legislatures of every state in the Union—and that the banner of its 
civil administration, will stream over the temple of Washington city by 
annexation, before three months have expired. One short week has 
elapsed—and there are now in course of progress, bills on the revenue, 
post office—war and navy departments—protection of the frontiers— 
organization of a judiciary—and general defence of the country. What 
more could the congress of the United States itself, have effected in 
the same time? And although the Websters, Prestons and Clays of 
the infant republic are not yet known—the embryotic genius of much 
to be developed, has already shed a few scintillations on some spirit- 
stirring questions of the house.’ 


Now, that the session has terminated, we are proud to bear testi- 
mony to the fact, that in no single instance, has an acrimonious expres- 
sion fallen from a member, even in the warmest excitement of debate; 
but a manifest disposition, by an amicable collision of sentiment, to 
elicit the truth in argument, and thereby produce the most salutary 
laws for the public weal. The reports of the judiciary committee will 
attract considerable attention, and whatever may be the right of dis- 
sent, the utmost harmony prevails in all parts of the government. On 
one question, which occupies many pages of our pamphlet, we are 
gratified at’ witnessing that suspension of public opinion, which is always 
due on cabinet measures of vital import to the country, where the reve- 
lation of motives, would be the defeat of the object—we allude to the 
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release of Santa Anna. We recollect within the last twelve months, 
when on a vote of the British house of commons, for an augmenta- 
tion of the British navy, lord Dudley Stuart charged the minister 
for foreign affairs, with compromising the dignity of the crown, by 
permitting Nicholas, in open violation of the treaty of Vienna, to harass 
the Polish refugees in Cracow, the neutrality of which had been se- 
cured—and by suffering him to put into execution his, horrible edict of 
expulsion, within fourteen days. He further taunted the minister with 
the encroachments of Nicholas—his blockade of the Dardanelles, and 
territorial acquisitions in the east—when the minister calmly re- 
plied, that he was not justified in satisfying the various enquiries of 
the noble lord. Cabinet measures, which should be known only by their 
results, were in successful operation, and the only explanation which he 
could in truth give, would, in all probability, defeat the success of his 


measures. 
M. J. FALVEL, 


Reporter of the house of representatives. 
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OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, Ocr..3, 1836. 

In obedience to the proclamation of his excellency, David 
G. Burnet, president of the republic, dated Velasco, July 23d, 
1836, that elections should be held in all the counties of the re- 
public, at all the usual places for holding elections, on the first 
Monday in September, for president, vice-president, senators , 
and representatives; the senators and, representatives elect, 
should convene in the town of Columbia ‘on the first Monday in 
October, as co-ordinate branches of the first congress of the re- 
public of Texas. 

Whereupon, the delegates elect met in the town of Colum- 
bia, on Monday, the third day of October, and there being a 
quorum of the house of representativeg; 

On motion of Mr. Becknell, 

Mr. Ira Ingram was called to the chair. ` 

On motion of Mr. Becknell, l 
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Mr. Willis A. Faris was appointed clerk pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the counties were called alpha-. 
betically, and the following members produced their credentials: 

From the county of Austin, Moseley Baker; Bexar, Thos. 
J. Green; Colorado, J. G. Robertson; Goliad, John Cheno- 
weth; Harrisburg, John W. Moore; Jackson, Sam, A. White; 
Jasper, S. S. Lewis; Jeiferson, Claiborne West; Liberty, E. T. 
Branch; Mina, John W. Bunton and Jesse Billingsly; Mata- 
gorda, Ira Ingram; Milam, F. M. Wetherrec; Refagio; Elka- 
nah Brush; San Patricio, John Turner; Red River, M. W. 
Matthews, William Becknell, George W. Wright; San Augus- 
tine, W. W. Holeman; Shélby, Richard Hooper; Washington, 
W. W. Hit 

On motion of Mr. Bunton,, the house adjourned till three 
oelotk, P, M. Seek te 
r -o Co THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant io adjournment. 

Mr. Becknell moved that the house proceed forthwith to 
the election of a speaker of the house of representatives of the 
congress of the republic of Texas, whereupon a debate arose; 
Mr. Green in opposition, Messrs. Becknell, Bunton and Baker 
in favor of the motion. 7 

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

h Mr. Matthews nominated Mr. Ira Ingram as speaker of the 
ouse. - ° 

Whereupon Mr. Ingram requested Mr. Baker to take the 

chair. 

: Mr. Green nominated Mr. Branch T. Archer as speaker of 
the house, which nomination was overruled by the chair. Mr. 
Greén appealed to the house, and before the question was taken, 
Mr. Baker, chairman, stated that Mr. A.cher was not present, 
had not produced his credentials, and could not be considered 
known as a member of the house of representatives. 

And the question being taken on the appeal from the de- 
cision of the chair, it was decided in favor of the opinion given 
by the chair. l 

And there being no opposition, the chairman announced 
that Mr. Ira Ingram was duly and constitutionally elected 
speaker of the house of representatives of the republic of Texas. 

Whereupon, Messrs. Green and Chenoweth conducted Mr. 


Ingram to the chair. 
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Mr. Bunton moved that the house proceed forthwith to the 
election of a clerk. i ; 

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Becknell nominated Mr. Willis A. Faris. 

And there being, no opposition, the speaker announced 
Willis A. Faris duly and constitutionally elected elerk of the 
house of representatives of the congress of the republic of Texas. 

Mr. Bunton moved that the house proceed forthwith to the 
election of an assistant clerk; whereupon a debate arose, Mr. 
Becknell in opposition to the motion, and Messrs. Bunton and 
Green in favor, and the question being taken thereon, it was de- 
cided in the aflirmative. - 

Mr. Bunton nominated Mr. E. M. Pease for an assistant 
clerk, and there being no opposition, the speaker announced 
Mr. Pease duly and constitutionally elected assistant clerk of the 
house of representatives. 

Mr, Green moved that the house proceed forthwith to the 
election of engrossing clerk of the house, and the question being 
taken thereon, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green nominated Mr. Wm. D. Thompson. 

Mr. Brush nominated Mr. Charles Barton. 

Mr. Wesi nominated Mr. John W. Moody. 

Mr. Boyd nominated Mr. M. C. Patton: 

Whereupon, the speaker appointed Messrs. Boyd and Ba- 
ker tellers, and after the vote being taken, Mr. Baker reported 
that Mr. Barion received four votes, Mr. Patton one vote, Mr. 
Moody eight votes; Mr. Thompson nine votes. Whereupon 
the speaker announced that neither of the nominations having 
received a constitutional majority, the house would proceed to 
` vote a second time; the vote of the house being taken the se- 
cond time, Mr. Baker reported that Mr. Moody 1eceived nine 
votes, and Mr. Thompson thirteen votes: 

Whereupon the speaker announced that Mr. Thompson 
was duly and constitutionally elected engrossing clerk of the 
house of representatives. 

Mr. Becknell moved that the house proceed forthwith to 
the election of door-keeper of the house of representatives. 

And the question beingtaken thereon, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Chengweth nominated Mr. Boyd. 

Mr. Matthews nominated Mr. Hendricks. 
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And the votes having been taken, the tellers reported that 
Mr. Boyd received six votes, and Mr. Hendricks réceived thir- 
teen votes: 

Whereupon the speaker announced Mr. Hendricks duly 
and constitutionally elected door-keeper of the house of repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Green moved that the house proceed forthwith to the 
election of sergeant-at-arms: 

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Holeman nominated Mr. McNelly. 

M. White nominated Mr. Harrison. 

M. Green nominated Mr. Gordon. 

Mr. Becknell nominated Mr. Bennett. 

And the votes being taken, the tellers reported that Mr. 
Harrison received seven votes, Mr. MeNelly received five votes, 
Mr. Robertson received three votes, Mr. Bennett received four 
votes. 

Whereupon the speaker announced that neithor of the no- 
minations had received a constitutional majority, the house would 
proceed to vote a second time. 

And after the votes had been taken a second time, the tel- 
lers reported that Mr. Harrison had received thirteen votes, Mr. 
McNelly four votes, Mr. Robertson two votes, Mr. Gordon one 
vote, and Mr. bennett two votes. 

‘ Whereupon the speaker announced that Mr. Harrison was 
duly and constitutionally elected sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr. Bunton moved that a committee of one be appointed 
by the speaker to wait on judge Joseph Baker, and request his 
official services in the house, to qualify the speaker elect. 

_ Whereupon a debate arose, Mr. Green in opposition, Messrs. 
Bunton and Baker in favor of the motion. 

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided in the 
affiarmetive. 

Whereupon the speaker appointed Mr. Bunton said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Bunton reported that he had performed the duties re- 
quired by the committee appointed to request the honorable 
Joseph Baker to appear in the representative hall, and qualify 

he speeker elect, and that judge Baker was now ready to ad- 
minister the oath of office. 

Mr. Bunton conducted judge Baker to the chair, and the 
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judge administ a the oath required by the constitution. 

Mr. Baker moved that the speaker administer the oath re- 
quired by the constitulion to the members standing in their re- 
spective seats. l 

Mr. Green begged to be excused, and the speaker adminis- 
tered the oath to Mr. Green separately, with the proviso to sup- 
port the constitution when adopted. 

Mr. Becknell moved that the speaker administer the oath 
to the clerk, 

Mr. Chenoweth presented the credentials of Mr. Richard 
Roman, from the county of Victoria, and the question was taken 
thereon. - 

It was decided that Mr. Roman should take his seat as a 
member of the house. 

Whereupon, the speaker administered the oath prescribed 
in the constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, the house adjourned till to-mor- 
row morning, nine o’clock. 
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. ? Tvurspay, Oct. 4, 1836. 

The house met, pursuant to adjournment at ten o’clock, 
and on motion of Mr. Baker and Mr. Becknell, the oaths of of- 
fice were administeredto the sergeant-at-arms, door-keeper, and 
engrossing clerk. 

Mr. Allen, from the district of Nacogdoches, and Mr. Pen- 
nington, from the county of Shelby, on production of their cre- 
dentials, were declared members, and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, it was 

Resolved, That the clerk visit the senate and inform it that 

. the house having formed a quorum proceeded to the election of 
officers; and that Mr. Ira Ingram was elected as speaker, Mr. 
Willis A. Faris, chief clerk; Mr. Harrison, sergeant-at-arms; 

_ and Mr. Hendricks, door-keeper; and that the house is now pre- 

pared to enter on business. 

Mr. Holeman moved that a select committee be formed to 
draft rules of order and decorum for the government of the 
house of representatives; and Messrs. Bunton, Holeman, Baker, 
Green and Allen, at the nomination of the speaker, were ap- 
pointed. 
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Messrs. Branch T. Archer, and Jno. .: rWharton, from 
ihe covnty of Brazoria, took the oaths of office and their seats. 

Mr. Bunton proposed that the house adopt the rules and 
egulations of the house of representatives of the United S tates 
forits government, until others shall have been adopted—carri- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of five members, on privileges 
and elections, be appointed, whose duty it shall be to report, as 
soon as practicable, on all contested elections; and Messrs. 
Pennington, Robertson, Matthews, Branch and Billingsly were 
selected. 

Mr. Archer called the attention of the speaker to the ab- 
solute necessity of having a competent reporter of the proceed- 
ings of that house, and suggested the appointment of Mr. Fal- 
vel, a gentleman who, he had been informed, was duly qualifi- 
ed from considerable practice in deliberative and legislative as- 
semblies; and the house having assented to the resolution, Mr. 
Archer visited Mr. Falvel, and introduced him to the house. | 

Mr. Scurry, secretary of the senate, informed the house . 
that he was directed by the senate to state to the house of 
representatives that the senate was then organized, and having 
respectively taken the oath as authorized by the constitution 
elected president, pro tem, the Hon. Richard Ellis; R. Scurry 
as secretary; M. Farly as’t sec’y; Wm. King Sergeant-at-arms; 
J. Canter, door-keeper; and that they are ready to proceed to 
business, and receive any communication from the house of rep- 
resentatives. 

: An accompanying resolution of the senate was also submit- 
ted for adoption, viz: that one member on the part of the sen- 
ate, in conjunction with another on the part ofthe house of rep- 
resentatives, as a committee, be appointed to wait on the Presi- 
dent, and inform him that both houses of Congress are in session, 
and are prepared to reccive any communication he may have to 
make; and that the senate, on its part, had appointed Mr. Ev- 
erett, of Jasper and Jefferson. 

On concurrence of the house of representatives with the 
resolution of the Senate, Mr. Archer was requested to comply 
with the terms of the resolution on the part of the house of rep- 
resentatives; and both gentlemen proceeded to make the com- 
munication. 

In a short period they returned; and Mr. Archer informed 
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the house thai he was instructed to report that the President 
would transmit his message at 12 o’clock that day. 

Mr. Baker called the attention of the house to the multi- 
plicity of business now pressing on it, and as he was aware that 
much of it could be satisfactorily disposed of though the assiduous 
exertions of committees, he would name for the adoption of the 
house the following as standing committees, to consist of five 
members each: on foreign relations; ways and means; claims 
and accounts; the judiciary; public lands; post office; Indians 
and Indian affairs; the state of the republic; county boundaries; 
roads, bridges and ferries; military affairs; naval affairs. 

Mr. Bunton moved that the resolution to appoint standing 
committees be laid on the table.—Carried. 

Mr. Baker moved the appointment of a committee to pre- 
pare for the reception of the senate; and Messrs. Archer and 
Bunton having been requested to communicate to the senate, 
that, the house awaited their reception, discharged that duty. 

Mr. Baker again impressed on the house the necessity of 
exercising all their efforts through the medium of active commit- 
tees, to promote the well being of the country; the present state 
of its finances; the difficulties resulting with contested elections; 
the present and hourly accruing exigencies of government; the 
difficulties-of regular transmissions by post; the absence of a 
judiciary : in a word, all the discordant elements from which 
we propose to establish a social state of things, require that no 
time be lost. He would, without further preface, propose that 
the resolution relative to the appointment of committees, laid 
on the table, be now taken up, and acted upon.—Carried. 

The senate sent a resolution to the house of representa- 
tives, appointing a committee of three gentlemen, to be joined 
by three others from the house of representatives, to make ar- 
rangements and enter into a contract with G. & T.-H. Borden, 
for printing and publishing the proceedings and laws of the pre- 
sent congress, to consist on its part of Messrs. Corzine, Irion 
and Landrum—concurred in. The house of representatives, 
on its part, requested Messrs. Allen, Baker, and Moore, to act 
in conjunction with the above named gentlemen, as a commit- 
iee. The members of the senate presented themselves, and 
were received within the bar of the house; and by motion of 
Mr. Allen, Mr. Christy was invited to attend. 
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The following message having been received from the 
president, was then read: 


MESSAGE 
' OF THE PRESIDENT, TO THE FIRST CONGRESS OF THE 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 


Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and of the House of Representatives ; 

‘Tue assembling of the elect representatives of a free and 
sovereign people, within the late department of Texas, is an. 
event that calls for the warmest gratulations .of every patriot 
heart. But mutual felicitations alone, would be inadequate to 
express the high sentiments that ought to pervade our bosoms 
on this solemn and interesting occasion. Holier and loftier 
feelings become us; for itis meet that we raise our thoughts 
and our thanksgivings to that omnipotent Being, who rules the 
Universe, directs the affairs of empires, and guides the destiny 
of all. 

Among the many revolutions that have varied the political 
condition of men, few have exemplified more clearly, than that 
in which we are now engaged, the controlling supervision, and 
the high approbation of a beneficent Providence. We have re- 
alized, by actual demonstration, that “the battle is not always 
with the strong.” The enemy came upon us, a well marshalled 
host—with great vigor and might; but he was repelled by a 
mere handfull of patriots, and the flush of his confidence, in- 
spired by numbers, was turned to paleness and trembling. It 
therefore behoves us, in the spring-time of our national exist- 
ence, to lift up our hearts in devout gratitude to the God of 
battles, that peradventure He may continue his blessings aid 
vouchsafe to us a happy issue to all our labors. 

On you, fellow-citizens, members of the first Congress of 
the republic of Texas, labors of the most arduous, the most in- 
teresting, and the most important character devolve. To you 
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is committed the beginning of legislation; and as you shall lay 
tHg wi. 1.5107, S9 Will ba reared the superstructure. On you, 
tnereiore, rests tne Ligh responsibility of giving political cha- - 
racter, and moral reputation, to one just born into the family of 
nations. The present generation will feel and exhibit thé im- 
press of your doings, and our posterity will transmit it to gene- 
rations unborn. ~l pray, therefore, that in all your delibeta- 
tions, you may be so guided by a spirit of wisdom, of justice, 
and of truth, that when the star of Texas shall culminate in all 
its brightness, it may shed forth a glorious and beneficent light. 
And whcther she take her station among the illustrious constel- 
lation of the North, or revolve on her own axis and within her 
- own sphere, thatshe may display, not only the goodness of God, 
but the wisdom and prescience of her early legislators. 

On me rests the duty of presenting to your consideration, a 
brief exhibit of our present political condition; and to suggest 
such measures as may be adapted to supply the wants, secure 
the well-being, and develope the resources of our beautiful - 
country, In the execution of this task, there is much to excite 
embarrassment and apprehension; but more to animate our 
hopes and foster a spirit of perseverance. Many difficulties 
have been overcome and many remain to be subdued. Buta 
general spirit of harmony, unity of purpose and of action, and a 
sincere devotion to the public weal, will easily surmount them 
all; and Texas willsoon be enabled to assert a legitimate claim 
to be received among the nations of the earth. 

The government ad interim, over which I have the honor 
to preside, has hitherto conducted its labors under every imagi- 
nable difficulty. At the institution of that government, the 
forces of the enemy were rapidly advancing into the country, 
with an imposing array. The means of repelling the formidable 
invasion, were not of sufficient power to inspire general confi- 
dence, and many families had abandoned their homes and were 
fleeing from the approaching devastation. The entire settle- 
ments, from the Nueces to the Colorado, had been broken up, 
and the fall of the Alamo, where the gallant Travis and his 
brave associates consecrated their lives to the liberty of Texas, 
had spread dismay even to the line of the Brazos. Our military 
force in the field was greatly inferior in numbers to that of the 
host that, was marching against us: and were it not, that there 
was a vast discrepance between the military capacities of the 
opposing armies, the subjugation of Texas would have appeared 
inevitable. But that discrepance had constituted an important 
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ground of confidence in the secession, and it was worthy of all 
estimation; for it was a discrepance, not only of military prow- 
ess, but of moral attributes and of political knowledge. 

The administration which had been organized at the town 
of Washington, deemed it expedient to change its location to 
Harrisburg, from which point it could possess an easier access 
to foreign countries (from whence our chief supplies of muni- 
tions were to be obtained) and a more direct supervision of its 
naval and other maritime concerns. Such removal was ac- 
cordingly effected within a few days, after the government was 
created. 

At this gloomy period the financial affairs of the country 
were in a condition more deplorable, than its military equip- 
ments. The commissioners, Messrs. Austin, Archer, and Whar- 
ton, appointed by the late Provisional Government, had negoci- 
ated a loan for two hundred thousand dollars, and another for 
fifty thousand, with sundry individuals in the city of New Orleans. 
It was doubtless the best arrangement that could be made at 
that period. Mr. Robert Triplett, a principal subscriber to 
each of the above loans, presented himself to the government 
at Harrisburg. Twenty thousand dollars had been paid in, on the 
first loan, and the whole of the second was advanced. The rati- 
fication of those loans had been submitted to the Convention, 
and by them was referred to the Executive Government. On 
inspecting the terms of the loans, some of the conditions were 
considered inadmissiblc. The exclusive right to an immediate 
location of the scrip, was a’ privilege, which it was believed 
would cause infinite dissatisfaction in the country, and be espe- 
cially obnoxious to the volunteers of the army; the nature of 
whose services, would seem to preclude any right of priority of 
location, in others. For no species of public service is consi- 
dered more onerous, or more entitled to recompence, than that 
which is rendered in the field of battle. Under these impres- 
sions, we proposed to Mr. Triplett a modification of the loans, 
and agreed to reduce the price of the land, or rather to make a 
donation of thirty-two leagues‘ of land, to be distributed pro rata 
among the stockholders, in consideration of a relinquishment of 
the right of priority of location, conceded to them, by the terms 
of the original contract. The modification was accepted b 
Mr. Triplett for himself. He was not vested with authority to 
bind his co-lenders; but he expressed an opinion, that they also 
would accede to it. From the first loan, the government confi- 
denily anticipated a fiscal aid of some importarice, in the then 
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pressing emergency; but as the sequel will disclose, they were 
unhappily disappointed. Mr. Triplett, on his return to the 
United States, presented his modified contract to his associate 
stockholders, and to our surprise they unanimously voted against 
its reception, and declined advancing the residuum of the loan. 

Some disappointment resulted from this decision of the 
lenders; and the government felt the inconvenience of an illu- 
sory anticipation. A new proposition has been made io the 
lenders, to adjust the amounts advanced, on the principles of the 
modified contract; but no definite answer has been had to that 
overture. The presumption is, that it will not be accepted, and 
that the settlement of the whole transaction, will devolve on 
Congress, for I have long since determined to submit the whole 
matter to your decision. 

The result of this negociation, afforded ‘conclusive evidence 
of the impracticability of anticipating the wants of the country, 
by ordinary loans. Some other course was necessary, and the 
government resolved to issue scrip for land, considering the pub- 
lic domain as the most available and the least objectionable 
saurce of public revenue. Accordingly, the agent appointed in 
New Orleans, Thomas Toby, Esq., a gentleman who had al- 
ready made considerable advances on account of the govern- 
ment, and had manifested a warm sympathy in our behalf, was 
authorised to issue scrip, to the amount of five hundred thousand 
acres of land, to be located on the public domain of Texas; and 
to dispose of it, at the established minimum price of fifty cents 
per acre. He has subsequently been empowered to extend his 
issues to one million of acres. 

The finances of the country is a subject of vast importance, 
and will commend itself to the early and serious attention of 
congress. ‘The adoption of a plan fora permancnt and certain 
revenue, is indispensable; and I trust your combined intelligence, 
will suggest such a system, as will answer the great purposes 
intended; and will afford a general satisfaction to your constitu- 
ents. The principal points io be observed, in drawing contribu- 
tions from the people, for the support of the government, are ` 
equality of burden, and facility and cheapness of collection. 
Unequal taxation is one of the most odious features of despotism. 

A number of patriotic citizens have voluntarily executed 
their bonds for various sums, and tendered them to the govern- 
-ment, with a view to relieve the present exigencies of the 
country. These bonds, amounting in the aggregate to one hun- 

_ dred and twenty thousand dollars, have been transmitted to the 
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agents, Messrs. T. Toby and brother, by the quartermaster 
general, and a hope is entertained that they will prove a pre- 
sent convenience. 
e Duties on imports and in some cases on exports, constitute 
a convenient and economical mode of supplying the public neces- 
sities; and are less onerous to individuals, than almost any other 
impost. They therefore form a part of the financial resources of 
all countries. “The idea of a free international commerce, is a 
modern improvement, that reflecis great credit on:the philan- 
ihropy of the present age; and itis much to be regretted that 
the entanglemenis of ancient institutions, and the inveteracy of 
confirmed habitudes, have prevented iis adoption by the princi- 
pal nations of the earth. While these oppose it, by cordons of 
custom houses and ponderous codes of revenue laws, it would 
be vain and ineffective, for a nationjust springing into existence, 
_ to attempt its practical establishment. When the abundant in- 
trinsic resources of our’ country, shall be fully developed, then it 
may be the peculiar glory of Texas, to invite the kindred nations 
of the earth, io an unembarrassed intercommunion of their 
goo producise The effect of such a system, on the peace 
happiness of nations, and on the comforts and enjoyments 
of individuals, would transcend all that has -heretofore been 
. accomplished, by the straightened and selfish spirit of commerce; __. 
-.and that spirit, parsimonious and jealous as it is,has done much . 
to meliorate the condition of man, by dispensing the munificent 
“Mand various benefactions of Providence, to and from the remo- 
test climes. The institution of a Tariff, ts a matter of great 
delicacy, requiring a minute attention to the smallest concerns 
-of domestic life, An excessive or disproportionate charge, upon 
one necessary article of merchandize, would violate the grand 
principle of equalization; and i trust you will be enabled, so to 
order the assessments, as to avoid that evil. The experience of 
the nation, from which we have seceded, affords abundant testi- 
mony, ofthe pernicious consequences of an overcharged tariff. 
An exhorbitant rate of duty, not only defeats itself, by presentin 
aduiraments to dyasions of the law; but it has a tendency to de- 
moralize a valuable portion of the community. It is one of the 
- most interesting purposes of legislation, to purify and elevate 
the standard of moral sentiment among the people, 

The military organization of the couniry is défective in 
many respects, and will require your early attention. The law 
offering a bounty in lands, to volunteers, expired by its own 
limitation on the first of July, and since that period, a number 
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of volunt eers have arrived in the country, to aid in its defence. 
Com mon justice would seem to require, that the same remuner- 
ation be conceded to them, that is rendered to their predeces- 
sors in the chivalrous enterprise, for they were doubtless actua- 
ted by similar motives, and stimulated by similar inducements. 

From the present aspect of our foreign relations, we have 
every reason io believe, that a further accession of these gen- 
erous champions of liberty, may be desirable; and arrange- 
ments are made, which I trust will be adequate to all our wants 
in this respect. But I would recommend io your consideration, 
the propriety cf withholding all inducements, to enlistments for 
short periods of time; for itis very apparent that a volunteer 
for three or six months, can scarcely be familiarized with the 
ordinary duties of a camp, before his term of service expires. 
The continuation of the land bounty system, is perhaps expe- 
dient, but it is also desirable that it be made as effective as 
possible, in the grand purpose ofits creation. 

The report of the secretary of war, will inform you of the. 
present condition of the army. Its numerical strength has been 
fluctuating on account of the frequent accessions and discharges 
of volunteers, under short enlistments. A more permanent “és- 
tablishment will obviate this, with many other and more serious 
evils. 

The army has suffered, and is still suffering some privations; 
but considering the very limited financial resources of the gov- 
ernment, their supplies have been as abundant and as regu- > 
larly administered, as could reasonably be expected. The 
Executive government has been anxiously and assiduously 
intent upon rendering them as comfortable as possible, and if 
occasional failures have occurred, they are attributable to in- 

-evitable circumstances. The quarter master general has, been 
sent to New Orleans, for the purpose of facilitating the pro- 
curement of supplies from that quarter. The approach of 
winter admonishes us of the great necessity of obtaining 

omfortable clothing, and ample provisions for our gallant 
troops, whose exposures in the tented field, will command-your 
earliest and most active solicitudes. Orders to a large amount 
have been transmitted, for provisions, clothes and other requi- 
sites; and a hope is entertained that an adequate supply will be 
speedily obtained. But orders had previously been issued of a 
similar character, and owing to the want of means, they have 
resulted in disappointment. 

The present condition of the navy, is. by no. means com- 
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mensurate with the importance of that arm of the public de- 
fence. The defect of means has restrained the executive gov- 
ernment, from effecting any actual increase of its strength. 
Some efforts have been made, to improve its organization. 
Conceiving it of importance that an immediate and responsible 
commander-in-chief should be created, who was himself a prac- 
tical man, and practically engaged in the service, I appointed, 
with the advice and consent of the cabinet, Charles E. Haw- 
kins Esq.,.a gentleman whose gallantry and nautical science, 
would grace any service, to that high office, with the rank of 
Commodore. The operations of the navy, have been as efficient 
as could have been expected. They have prevented any dep- 
redations on our coast, by the enemy, and have expelled his 
maritime forces from the gulf. The want of one or more ves- 
sels, of a larger class than any in the service, is sensibly felt, 
and no efforts should be uniried. to accomplish the important 
acquisition. One brig of 18 guns, in conjunction with our present 
force, would secure to us the command of the gulf, and greatly 
facilitate the operations of our own army, while it would enable 
us to embarrass every military movement of the enemy. 

The judicial department of the government is in a very 
imperfect state. By the Constitution, the old system is abol- 
ished and an entirely new judiciary created: but it was not con- 
sidered advisable, by the executive government, to make any 
further innovation upon the established courts, than necessity 
imperiously demanded» The courts were closed to civil busi- 
ness, and they were thought to be adequate to the conservation 
of the public peace of the country. But I am apprehensive 
that opinion is illusory, and that a more energetic administration 
of criminal justice, is indispensable. The increase of crime, is 
an inevitable concomitant to an increase of population. Under 
the existing system, there was no tribunal in the country, vested 
with maritime jurisdiction and consequently, none competent to 
adjudicate questions, arising from captures on sea. Some prizes 
had already been taken, and it was due to the character of the 
navyand of the country, that a regular and lawful disposition, 
should be made of them. The government therefore, concluded 
to appoint a district judge for the district of Brazos; within 
sebich: it was probable, all prizes taken, would be brought, or to 
which they could easily be transported. Iaccordingly appointed 
Benjamin C. Franklin Esq. to that office. It remains for the 
wisdom of congress to determine, how soon the new organiza- 
tion shall be perfected. 
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The recent and much lamented decease of the honorable 
Bailey Hardeman, whose devoted patriotism and inflexible in- 
tegrity are well known, and who has been with me through all 
the vicissitudes of the times, deprives me of the pleasure of pre- 
senting to you a regular report from the treasury department. 
The principal intelhgence in my power to convey, you will find 
in the auditor’s expose, herewith transmitted. The importance 
of filling the vacancy in that interesting department of the gov- 
ernment, induced me to invite toit. Barnard E. Bee, Esq. a gen- 
tleman of high character, to whom [ had previously designed 
tendering the office of secretary of state, to which office I have 
nominated him. 

The post office establishment, created by the late provisional 
government, ceased its operations soon after the advance of the 
enemy within our settlements, and they have not been resumed. 
The great importance of instituting the means of transmit- 
ting intelligence throughout the country, scarcely involves a 
question; and I doubt not, you will render an early attention to 
this interesting subject. ‘The want of such means has been se- 
riously felt by the present administration. 

It will be recollected, that the powers conferred on the gov- 
ernment, “ad interim” were extraordinary: that they comprised 
the plenal attributes of sovereignty, the legislative and judicial 
functions excepted. The circumstances under which that goy- 
ernment has been administered, have becn equally cxtraordi-. 
nary. Sometime, when Texas was a moving mass of fugitives, 
they have been without “a local habitation,” and scattered to 
the cardinal points: again they have been on Galveston island, 
without a shelter, and almost without subsistence; and never. 
have they been in circumstances of comfort and convenience, 
suitable to the orderly conducting of the grave and momentous © 
business committed to their charge. That errors should have 
been committed, and that duties should have been omitted, under 
such circumstances, will not surprise those who have an honest 
consciousness of their own fallibilities. But that those extraor- 
dinary powers have not been perverted to any sinister purpose; 
to the damage of the country; to personal aggrandizement; or 
to the creation or advancement of a party; or to the success of 
a speculation; I assert with a modest but a firm and assured 
confidence. ; 

Soon after the battle of San Jacinto, the executive govern- 
ment commenced a treaty with the captive president of Mexico. 
The negociation was protracted to the 14th of May, when 
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iwo treaties, onc open, the other secret, were executed bet ween 
this government and the president Santa Anna. Copies of 
those treaties are herewith transmitted. Some stipulations of 
the treaty (regarding the negociation as one) have been com- 
plied with, on the part of the Mexican president; and this go- 
vernment assayed to execute that engagement which relates to 
his transportation to Vera Cruz. The treaty was made in good 
faith, and was intended on the part of this government, to be 
faithfully executed. But a highly exasperated popular commo- 
tion, aided and sustained by the interposition of the army, im. 
posed an absolute necessity upon the government to suspend 
their compliance with that article of the treaty, and to remand 
the captive president to his confinement. General Santa Anna 
was subsequently confided to the custody of Capt. Wm. H. Pat- 
ton, who had been despatched by the army for the purpose of 
taking him in charge: and from that period he has been regarded 
as the prisoner of the army. The civil government has exer- 
cised no control over him, and has felt no official responsibility 
in relation to his person. 

The battle of San Jacinto is one of those illustrious events 
which not only throw a grace of intense interest, into the pages 
of history, but sometimes determine the fate of nations. Ht was 
a triumph not only of arms, but of soul: not of mere animal 
power, but of intellectual and ‘moral impulse. The relative 
numbers of the combatants was of minor importance; for had 
the enemy possessed three times his actual superiority, the result 
would have been the same, or somewhat more brilliant. It was 
feeling, determination, an indomitable resolution to conquer; 
that achieved the conquest. Such feelings are the highest possi- 
ble exemplification of patriotism; and acts of a high and mag- 
nanimous patriotism, constitute the best and strongest claims to 
a nation’s gratitude. It has become a proverb and a reproach, 
that republics are ungrateful—bLet not the unkind censure fix 
itself upon Texas. The heroes of San Jacinto afford you a 
happy opportunity, to falsify the proverb and repel the re- 
proach: and I recommend to your consideration the propriety 
of making a suitable expression of the public gratitude, by dona- 
. tions of lands, to ‘the officers and soldiers, who had the proud 
gratification of participating in the glories of that memorable 
day. 

á Young as we are in existence, we have aceumulated a debt 
of gratitude which all the goods of this world can never cancel. 
‘The generous exertions that have been made in our behalf, by 
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many citizens of that glorious land, from which we claim a com- 
mon parentage; the active sympathy they have manifested in 
in our cause and our sufferings; the many and valuable benefits 
they have conferred upon us; constitute obligations which no- 
thing in our power to confer upon them, can cancel. The best 
and most acceptable requital we can make, is an abundant evi- 
dence, that their sympathies have been worthily bestowed; that 
the fruits of their liberality have been appropriated to the diffu- 
sion of the great principles of 76; and that our generous bene- 
factors, have contributed to. the establishment of an enlightened, 
liberal and virtuous government, in a delightful region of the 
earth, where recently the spirit of despotism, reigned in all the 
gloomy majesty of an interdicted solitude. 

There is a multitude of other subjects that would naturally 
present themselves to the legislators of Texas. But they belong 
to your successors; while to us, pertains the arduous task of ad- 
justing the controversy with Mexico. The hand of Providence 

as been prodigal in its dispensations to our favored land. In 
its agricultural capabilities, it is unexcelled. Its champaign 
surface, invites the construction of rail roads and canals, in all 
directions; and future explorations will disclose inexhaustible 
mineral wealth, comprising gold, silver, copper, lead and jron. 
All these will constitute subjects for future legislation. But at 
present, the defence of our country and the achievement of our in- 
dependence, are absorbing and paramount subjects, to which all 
the functionaries of government and all patriot citizens, should 
devote their most strenuous and indefatigable exertions, It 
will, notwithstanding, be apparent to your discernment, that 
some internal improvements may be advantageously effected. 
—The establishment of regular ferries at the rivers, and the 
erection of bridges, over many rivulets and bayous, would greatly 
facilitate the military operations of the country, and conduce to 
the general convenience. 

It cannot be disguised, that the principai sufferings and 
losses incident to the war, have been sustained in very unequal 
proportions, by the citizens of the country. . The population of 
the Colorado, and west of it, and of the Brazos, have experi- 
enced all the miseries of a successful invasion, by a foe whose 
watchword was death, and whose purpose was extermination; 
while other and populous sections of the country, have been 
comparatively exempt from molestation or inconvenience.— 
Many citizens have suffered an entire devastation of their 
personal goods; others have had their dwellings destroyed by’ 
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.the enemy; others again have seen theirs given to the flames, 


by their own countrymen, for purposes connected with the 
public defence. - 

War is a national calamity, and ought to be undertaken 
and prosecuted only for national purposes. It would seem 
equitable, that the positive destruction of property, accruing 
from the war, should constitute a national loss, and not be borne 
exclusively, by a few individuals, whose locality happened to be 
made the theatre of carnage and devastation. The citizens of 
the Brazos were contending, not for the independence of the 
Brazos, butof Texas; and the inhabitants of Texas generally, 
were as deeply interested in the contest as themselves. The 
sound of the enemy’s trumpet has never disturbed the quie- 
tude of some regions, while the trampling of his armies, has 
carried desolation and ruin over the fair surface of others. It 
belongs to the wisdom and the justtice of congress to determine 
whether compensation shall be made for losses thus incurred. 

By an unhappy concatenation of circumstances, the public 
mind has been attracted to one subject of deep and exciting 
interest. The Anglo-American settlements in Texas, com- 
menced about fifteen years ago, when our estimable fellow citi- 
zen, Stephen F.’ Austin, the pioneer of pioneers, first disturbed 
the deep solitudes of the Brazos, with the hum of civilization. 
For several years, difficulties and disasters, privations and suffer- 
ings, where the common alotment of the settlers. The appa- 
rent munificence of the government, had conceded to them large 
portions of land; and the lands were intrinsically valuable; but 


` presently, they were of little worth. The early settlers regard- 


ed, rather their children than themselves, in anticipating the re- 
wards of their painful migration toa wilderness. Their titles 
were made perfeet, according to the best tenure of all earthly 
possessions; they were derived directly from the government, in 
whom the property resided. To invade the sanctity of those 
titles, and to cancel rights, consecrated by so many sufferings, 
would be-a refinement of iniquity, that would have caused 
a blush of compunction, to suffuse the countenances of the 
Gracchii. 

I trust that this congress, and all others that may assemble 
in Texas, will promptly and decisively, put the seal of their rep- 


- robation upon all sinister and unrighteous speculations in the 


public domain. But the moment the legislature of a coun 
attempts, with an unhallowed hand, to violate the just and vested 
rights of individuals, government ceases to be a blessing, and civil 
society is divested of half it guarantees. 
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In the course of your labors for the public weal, you may 
experience trials and vexations that will be calculated to dis- 
courage your hearts, and infuse disgust into your minds. Your 
best exertions and most elaborate productions, may receive re-- 
proach, instead of approval; and your motives may be impugned, 
when they are pure as the snow of the mountain top. But let 
. not-these things dishearten you; it is but “the rough brake that 
virtue must go through.” Banish from your ‘councils, all party 
spirit and political intrigue; and armed in the panoply of an 
honest patriotism, move forward in the path of duty, and onward 
to the goal of our country’s redemption. And may the Almighty 
Ruler of the Universe, give you wisdom to discern, virtue to 
choose, and firmness to pursue, the right and eschew the wrong. 
And then your labors will redound to the essential and perma- 
nent benefit of your country, and will so establish your own fair 
fame, that the voice of jealousy and the tongue of vituperation, 
shall not prevail to sully its brightness. 

DAVID G. BURNET. 

Columbia, 4th October, 1836. 


To the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury: 


Sim: In conformity with the laws creating the offices of 
Auditor and Controller, we have the honor of reporting to you 
the state of our offices. 

The description of claims which have been audited, are 
generally for services rendered in the army, navy, and civil de- _ 
partments, for supplies furnished, for transportation, for property 
impressed into the public service, and for property placed in 
public service by igdividuals and valued at the time; some few 
claims have been authenticated for property destroyed by the 
enemy, where officers of the army Jare guaranteed to the own- 
ers of such property remunerationtfor their losses, on account 
of having impressed their means of conveying such property to 
places of safety, as in the case of the steam boat Yellow Stone. 
A large number of claims have been presented for horses and 
other property lost in the service, while in the possession of in- 
dividuals, and considered as their own property; also, for proper- 
ty destroyed by the enemy and by order of the officers of our 
army to prevent its falling into the hands of theenemy, Claims 
of these descriptions are not provided for by the existing laws 
and we have declined acting upon them, until congress should 
pass some general law on the subject. 

The claims audited, we have classed as follows: Military, 


2i 


including services in the army, supplies of every kind furnished 
the army, transportation of iroops and stores, and all losses in- 
curred for the benefit of the army. Naval, including services 
in the navy, purchase and repair of vessels, outfits and supplies. 
Civil, including services in the civil department, rent of offices, 
&c. Contingent, including printing, stationary, &c. 

The whole amount of claims audited, and paid by treasury 
orders, from the first of January last, at which time our offices 
were established, up to the twenty-seventh of September, inclu 
sive, is as follows: 


Military claims, - - - - 225,154 20 

- Naval dos -~ - - ~ = 27,364 73 
Civil do. 4 - - _ 8,587 92 
Contingent claims, - - - - 6,427 84 
Total, i $267,534 69 


In cases where cash has been advanced, and for supplies 
furnished by merchants, previous to the first of March last.— 
The orders have been drawn bearing an interest of eight 
per cent. per annum. l 

The amount of orders of this description is fifty-nine thou- 
sand four hundred and sixty-eight dollars and forty-three cents. 

The accounts of Messrs. Bryan and Hall, late ageents of 
the government at New-Orleans, have been submitted to this 
office, and are now under consideration. 

The whole amount of their liabilities is seventy-seven thousand 
four hundred and sixty eight dollars and seventy six cents, of which 
the sum of fifty-three thousand four hundred and sixty-eight dol- 
lars and seventy-six cents, was due previous to the first of Sep- 
tember inst. i 

All which is respectfully submitted _ 

By your obedient servants, 
A. BRIGHAM, 
Auditor. 
H. C. HUDSON, 
Controller. 

á Velasco, 30th Sept. 1836. . 
The president of the senate rose, thanked the house for 
their reception; and having complied with their duty, with- 
drew. aw te 
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Mr. Pennington moved that one thousand copies of the 
message be printed.—Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, the house adjourned to three 
o’clock, P. M. 

f THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Arrangements were entered into to form joint committees 
of both houses of congress, to draft rules and regulations for the 
observance of order and decorum, and to regulate the mode of 
intercourse between both houses of congress; the time necessa- 
rily occupied in the reading of the president’s message, and 
other public documents of finance and war: and owing to the 
lateness of the hour, no business of importance was transacted. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, the house adjourned until nine 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


—f[fr-— 


Wepnespay, Oct. 5, 1836. 

At the usual hour the members took their seats, and pro- 
ceeded -to business, the clerk having claimed and obtained the 
privilege of dispensing with the prescribed practice of reading 
the journal of the previous day’s proceedings, resulting from 
the numerous labors devolving on him without an assistant. 

Mr. Baker presented, at the request of the Messrs. Bor- 
dens, four files of newspaper journals of the Telegraph and Re- 
gister, containing the laws of organization of legislative bodies, 
and other matters of high importance to the house in its present 
state; they were also pleased to convey through him, (Mr. Ba- 
ker,) their determination of supplying the house with weekly 
copies of their own paper; thus affording additional evidence 
of their uniform kindness and disposition to promote the best 
interests of Texas. He therefore felt it his duty to propose a 
vote of thanks, which was accordingly passed. 

Mr. Brush rose to propose, that a chaplain be appointed, 
and he would commemorate this day, the 4th of October, by 
claiming the superintendence of a supreme Being over the de- 
` liberations of this assembly. He was present in 1828, as an 
elector for the college, when it was made a first duty, before its. 
complete organization, to enrol a chaplain, as one of the most 
necessary members; and if ever there was a country requiring 
the interposition of Providence in its behalf, it is Texas; op- 
. pressed and harrassed as it has been by war and devastation. 
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Mr. Green referred to the third article of the declaration 
of rights, in those laws they had already adopted, as annulling 
the possibility of giving preference to any special form of reli- 
gion, to the exclusion of others: for his part, if he were a Me- 
thodist, he would feel much aggrieved at seeing a Catholic priest 
perform mass previous to their deliberations in that assembly: he 
therefore objected to the resolution. For his part, he did not 
know but that six hundred different sects might claim the same 
privilege. i . 

Mr. Bunton moved that the resolution be laid on the table. 
—Carried. l 

The speaker said he would avail himself of an opportunity 
to inform the house, that, until the previous day, he was not in 
- possession of the rules by which the congress of the United 

States is governed in its deliberations; and he therefore could 
not be versed in the minutia of matters of order and etiquette 
in the house, and would gladly avail himself of the assistance of 
the members, in the discharge of that part of his duty, until he 
had made himself acquainted with the subject. He had further- 
more to inform the house, that in order to reduce the present 
confused state of things into some system, le had not left the 
room until twelve o’clock the last night: it now became his duty 
to state, that several sealed documents were in his possession, 
which, though not properly endorsed as election returns, he was 
verbally informed, were returns from the various municipalities. 
There were also others addressed to the secretary of state, with 
the seals broken: he begged to direct the immediate attention 
of the members to this matter, with the view of facilitating the 
accomplishment of those duties devolving on the committee of 
privileges and elections: he was of opinion, that all the returns 
had not been yet received. 

Mr. Allen requested that the speaker be empowered to 

break open the seals. l 
The speaker said it was impossible for him to comply with 
such suggestion, or entertain any motion on the subject, as it 
was enjoined on-him by an article of the constitution, to break 
the seals of election returns for president and vice-president, 
only in the presence of a majority of both houses.. 

Mr. Green observed, that the article of the constitution 
had reference only to the returns of president and vice-presi- 
dent; and the papers before the speaker may be of a very dif- 
ferent character: he would therefore move that they be opened. 

The speaker conid not know that matters relative to the 
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return of president and vice-president were not contained in 
the papers; and he therefore saw no reason why he should re- 
cede from the opinion already expressed, of adhering to the in- 
junction prescribed by the constitution. 

Mr. Allen was about to submit a motion that the senate be 
invited, when 

Mr. Green objected; having observed thatan action of the 
house would necessarily take place when the returns were read 
‘in the presence of a majorily of the senate; and in that event, 
the house would be placed in an awkward predicament; for as 
the action would be final, some persons may be then declared 
the members, whose appointment would be invalidated by fu- 
ture returns from some obscure part of the country, and the 
house should either inconsistently reverse that final order, or 
inflict an act of injustice on the member whose majority may 
in that instance give him a legitimate claim. 

Mr. Matthews proposed a verbal resolution, that the sealed 
papers and others in possession of the speaker, be laid on the 
table; but the speaker refused the acceptance of resolutions or 
motions in any other than a written form. 

Mr. Green would object to the motion on the ground that 
such a disposition of the papers would be (contrary to the con- 
stitution) a removal of them from the pessession of the speaker. 

Mr. Allen did not consider that any sufficiently cogent rea- 
sons had been urged for delaying an invitation to the senate: he 
would therefore move, that with concurrence of the senate, the 
members of both houses meet at two o’clock in the hall of the 
house of representatives, for the purpose of opening and pub- 
lishing the returns of elections for president and vice-president; 
and also, in relation to the constitution, and the annexation of 
Texas to the United States of America. 

The resolution was put and carried, and a deputation con- 
veyed the invitation to the senate, which was accepted. 

Mr. West moved the appointment of an assistant clerk; 
and Mr. J. W. Moody, after having taken the oath of office, 
was nominated assistant clerk. 

Mr. Cheneweth moved that the chief clerk be authorised 
to furnish stationery for the house.—Carried. 

The speaker called the attention of the house io the ne- 
cessity of appointing some competent person as a translator of 
the Castillian language, as he doubted not that some returns 
would be made in the Spanish language; and other matters of 
future importance may require such appointment: it would be 
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for the house tò consider the propriety of swearing such‘indi- 
vidual. a « se ay Te tag © TRA deat a 
mp thee Bey gtk pad vega ty E Pa naas rasi 

_ Mr. Moore moved that judgė Baker be requested to accept 
that office, which was declined through the medium of Mr. 
Baker. a te : edn gate 
MÈ Pennington, then moved that the speaker be,anthorised 

. i : t s ‘ Me 3 wk -i aF a "ae 7 
to appoint a competent person for the discharge of that duty. 
— Carried. ' } P z. ý i a bnat 

Mr. Boyd moved that the committee on military, affairs be 

instructed to report as soon as practicable, a bill organizing the 
militia of Texas.—Carried. 
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' r. Baker enquired if a communication from the secretary 
at war, alluded to in the president’s message, had arrived; df $0, 
controller that may be in possession of the clerk,—Agreed, to,:, 
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past errors in legislation, as well as to devise legislative mea- 
‘sures for the future ‘benefit of the country; he (My. Baker,) 
therefore moved the reading of all those papers, as well the one 
ander discussion, as those referred to in the president’s' message. 
‘Agreed to. a l i 
The treaty was then read with the auditor’s and, control- 
ler,s report, and were ordered to be laid on the table. © 
-.’ On motion of Mr. Cheneweth, oné thousand copies of the 
auditor’s and controller’s report, were ordered to be’ printed. 
'- ° Qn motion of Mr. Billingsley, the house adjourned to two 
é’clock, P.-M. gS 


s 


TWO O'CLOCK, P. Me 
** Pursuant to adjournment the house assembled at 2 o’clock. 
'* The speaker took the chair, and on the list having been 
called, it was found that a quorum was present: at this moment 
the report of a pistol was heard within the precincts of that plot 
-of ground on which the representative’ hall is built; the house 
was for a short time apparently disturbed. Some communica- 
tion of the affray having been made to some of ‘the members, 

'" Mr. Green rose, and moved the arrest of the parties con- 
cerned in that dispute, having occurred almost within the por- 
tals of the house; being an offence of sérious indignity to this 
‘body; and in his opinion, perfectly cognizable to the jurisdic- 
tion of tHe’ house: he deemed it unnecéssary to multiply exam- 
ples frorn the records of the British house of commons, where 
prompt and efficacious measures were adopted to bring the of- - 
fenders to condign punishment. In the congress of the United 
States we are furnished with an example of the exercise of such 
power as he then demanded, viz: that of our president elect, 
known to us all, even though it took place at least one ‘mile 
from the house, he suffered imprisonment and fine. If sir, we 
are not to be protected here—if the officers of this house, (for I 
understand the sergeant at arms was engaged in it,) cannot dis- 
charge their duty without being subjected to insult, assault, and 
to be-even shot at, and all this with impunity;—if, in a word, 
we cannot protect ourselves while legislating on the affairs of 
our country, we know aot to what lengths outrage may ulti- 
mately proceed. I would therefore urge ihe arrest of those parties, - 

Mr. Baker considered this a matter of grave and important 
consideration, and while he assented to all the member for 
Bexar had said on the necessity of protecting the members and 
officers of this house in the discharge of their duties, from the 
highest to the lowest,—while he would admit that they might 
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close these doors'and retire ‘to their homes,—if there are ‘no 
means whereby they may bé’protected in the discharge of their 
duties; yet he considered the house ought to -be cautious, lést 
it be precipitately betrayed into any unconstitutional act, en- 
croaching on’ the liberty of the citizen; and while on the one 
hand, precedent is not wanted ‘for the adoption, of the course 
suggested by Mr. Green, it was‘hot equally clear‘that the whole’ 
was not referable as its proper channel, to the courts of justice. 
So far back as December 1795, the ease ‘of Randall and ‘Whit- 
ney, the latter of whoni was confined’three weeks after the act, 
(as quoted in 3d Gray’s Report, p. 147;) would seem to justify: 
that: coursé:‘ yet the: manual leaves to experience, adjudication 
on matters of that kind, and asserts the question as undecided. 
The learned member was unwilling to act hastily in the matter 
without a clear stibstantive ‘right,'and a perfect certainty that 
the att was based ‘on the constitution; While, dt the same time, 
hé! could name no possible objettidn'to Mr. Green’s motión; he 
thought the course he presented not clearly marked out; ‘yet he. 
begged to observe, that a'case of analogy might furnish some 
grounds on which to proceed. ` eee oe 
In the absence of all law on the case, had this occurrence 

taken place within the precincts of-dn ordinary court of justice, 
while a judge of assize' was on circuit, he had clearly the right 
to arrest the individuals so engaged’ and this house owes it to’ 
the country,—to its own dignity and character, to protect itself., 
These general views of both sides of the question, I have sug- . 
gested for your consideration, whether we should act with cau- 
tion, and ‘further déliberate, ‘or immediately arrest the parties, 
he would be content to abide the decision of the house; and 
urged that it regard ‘its own character and respectability. ©.” 

~ Mr. Green'said that it was obvious the’ member ‘from “Aus-' 
tin had agreed with him in the abstract‘principles' of the case,” 
add it now‘remained to be seen‘if'theit authority was a ‘mere 
mockery or not, in those very rules‘adoptéd’ but yesterday: the ` 
course appeared to him clearly pointed out. He again referred 
to the case of the president elect, having occurred at a mile 
distant from the house, while this affair took place almost at the 
threstiold of theit'-door: and’ Jefferson remarks, in the mode of 
issittg such ordér, it ‘is addressed to'thé sergeanttat-arms, and 
in his absence, in ‘all cases of breach’ of privilege,‘ thé’ door- 
keeper is‘the person ?’ the privilege of 4 member is the privilege 
of the house;‘and as to the referenee of the case to. dny’ other ` 
channel; ‘where ‘is~our ‘juditiary,. where’ are thé coripetént au- 
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thoritjes in the present state of. the couniry, to decide a case of. 
the kind; if such indignities as this be allowed to pase, the hem- 
bers had, in reality, better move to their homes. 

` Mr, Bunton moved, that the resolution be laid on the table, 
as he differed, from the gentleman in his explication of the Stans- 
bury, case, and was not certain that the house was in anyman- 
ner obstructed in the discharge of its duties. 

' Mr. Baker suggested that the ayes and nays decide tlie 
case; which, when told, the ayes carried it; the resolution was 
adopted, and an order issued. to the door-keeper to arrest the, 
parties engaged in the affray forthwith. 

The members of the senate having now entered the repre- 


k 


sentative hall, ‘in compliance with the accepted invitation of the 
e 


morning, speaker briefly repeated the object of the inyi» 
tation;—recited the section in the constitution, and proceeded 


to break open the seals. Messrs. Baker and Allen were re- 
quested, to act as tellers; when the aggregate returns of those in 
possession of the speaker, were as follows: 

us * For President. 


Samuel Houston, a majority of 3034 
For Vice-President. p 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, majority of 2699 


oe For the Constitution as it is. 
Unanimous, with the exception of 
In favor of being annexed to the United States. 
Unanimous, with the exception of | 
“ The president of the senate rose, and addressing the 
speaker said, “Sir, having complied with your invitation, and 
that duty prescribed to us by the constitution relative to the re- 
turns of election, now read in our presence: we beg leave to 
retjre.” The house of representatives rose, and remained stand- 
ing until the members of the senate had retired. 
“” On motion of Mr. Becknell, the house then adjourned until 
ten o’clock the following day. 


‘Tuurspay, Qerozer 6, 1836. 
The house of representatives met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The clerk read the proceedings of Wednesday. 
he speaker proceeded to call the attention of the house 
to the order of proceedings as contained in the 16th article. 
`” A pelition, lying in the speaker's hands, from Mr. Jese 
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Cartwright of Harrisburg, was then read, and referred to the, 
committee on privileges and elections. 

Mr. Allen then presented the report of the joint committee 
empowered. to contract for the printing and publication of pub- 
lic documents; and having handed in the proposals of the Messrs. 
Borden, conveyed the concurrence of the committee in their 
adoption, which was accordingly received by the house. The 
terms are recorded. in the journals of the house. 

, A petition was then read from Mr. Hayclan Arnold, of Na- 
cogdoches, and referred, on motion of Mr. Allen, to the election 
committee. 

Mr. Green proposed the appointment of a standing finance 
committee ot five members, to take into consideration’ the most 
immediate means of defraying the expenses that were hourly 
accruing to thé government, and alluded in forcible language 
to ‘tle present state of the army. — 

. : Mrs Baker considered. that the committee of ways and 
means superseded the necessity of a select finance committée, 
as the discharge of those important duties stated by Mr. Green, 
necessarily devolved on them. The Manual was referred to 
with a view of denoting the distinction between the.two com- 
mittees, and no distinction haying been found, the.resolution, 

On motion of Mr. Bunion, it;was laid on the table. 

A message from the president was here announced, by his 
private secretary, and after a silent perusal, the speaker informed 
the house that it became necessary to enter into secret sessions, 
which was complied, with, 

The house adjourned till, three o’slock; and at that hour 
resumed its proceedings. i 

The door-keeper informed the speaker that he had arrested 
the parties engaged in the affray, and were now in custody, ` 

_ On motion of Mr. Baker, the trial was.referred.to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, with the power to send. for, and exam- 
ine all parties connected with that business, 

Mr. Green remarked on the length of time occupied in the 
business of the forenoon, and as nothing important was then be- 
fore the house, he would, move its adjournment until ten o’clock 
the following day, - "4 

Mr. Baker seconded the motion. 2 8 
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' Frmoay; Ocroser 7, 1836.. 

` The house geome sat. the hour, appointed, cand the ‘clerk: 
read the, previous .proceedings.. z 

Mr, Bunton rose for the purpose of presenting. to the house: 
what might be called a remonstrance, or petition, from:Mr. W. 
H. Jack, claiming a seat in that house; ard ‘meved- that it be 
referred, to the committeson privileges and elections-—Carried. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the yudicjary committee;"preserited : 
a.report on the case, of A. L. Harrison, under -arrest for con- 
tempt of thathouse, < eo a rusa ta iets at ehee 

The report stated that the committee of the judiciary. 
whom was referred the examination of testimony: in‘the.cas 
A..L. Harrison, under arrest for aaea of this house, have 
had: thg same under consideration, and had instructed him to` 
report. the evidence-taken down in, writing,:and that; in the: 
opinion of the committee, the said ‘Harrison was -acting solely 
in self-defence, and did not intend a centémpt.to-this body; and 
in consequence, the cammittee recommend that the-said: Harri» 
son be discharged. a aa and restored to-his office Sheer 
geant-afedrms. » : a ee ee a : 

| The evidence was ae read, and the house; Migs ei è 

.On.motion of Mr. Green, woncurred i in the reports a Mari 

Mr. Pénnington,: as chairman: ‘of the committee’ on privi- 
leges and elections, reports: that after a'dué: consideration of 
the various documents submitted- to them ón the contested elec-": 
tion. for Milam, they had discovered that Samuel FeAlleh Had’ 
sixty-five votes, legally returned; and colonel Weatherhead - fit’ 
ty-sixs but-he felt it his-duty to state) that! there was'also’a ‘doc- 
ument before the commitice, of twenty-eight votes, purportitig 
toibe the votes: of citizens of the county of ‘Milam, ‘which int the 
opinion of the committee, had not been properly atithenticated: 

.This document purports to give Weatherhead’ twelity-éight 
votes, which, if deemed: legal, .would:imake the return’ be for” 
Allen sixty-five, and for Weatherhead: éighty-four;‘and thé Esme 
mittee being anxiousito-exténd justice’to both: ‘parties; beg Heaye | 
to-refer the- adjustment: of the! question toa cdmmittee’ of thé 
whole: House. iMr. ‘Greer moved that -the report Tre” on: gitas? 
ble. Three motions for adjournment till 3 o’clogk; wéré'ithen | 
put and negatived; and on motion of Mr; Bunton, the liduse 
went into committee of the whole on the case of the Milam 
election. Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches moved that Mr. S. T. Al- 
len be heard by his counsel, Mr. Nibbs, which was agreed to. 


—Mr. Nibbs commented on the document containing the twen- 


3L 
ty-eight.votes|and’ afgued therimpossibilit ‘ofirecerving buch re- 


turn, as it bore neither the signatures of the managersor judges ` 
of the election, and called witnesses to attend. Mr. Sterling C. 

Robinson and another witnesg3yere examined as to the docu- 
ments then on the table the conversation held in their presence, 
relative to certam,returns in an envelope one of which.was mis- 
sing, and as to the:citizenship of other parties. -When the de- 
positions, were:taken+-Mr, Greeniin the-speaker’s chair.report- 
ed that the, house,had had the matter under’ consideration :and 
asked leave to sit again—adjourned on motion of. Mr. ‘Green 
until 3 o’clock Han avo oF a o a hep Ted 

bd E THREE O'`CLOCKy Pe Me'* 

. The. hanes el at 3 stolock, dad on motion of Mr. Bunton 
a, bill, which .was,ithe standing ‘order of the day for 3-o’clock, 

purporting to be a bill to appoint commissioners to select cer- 
tain lands, was postponed, : and made: ‘the. ‘order of .the any for 


Monday, at 10 o’clock. =. ; andy 
The petition of John: Gehi was- ‘reforred to the com- 
mittee on privileges and elections. | etaa 


a. Mr. Baker ayailed'himself of that opportunity, of refering 
to the useless consumption of time in receiving such: testimony 
ag was advanced in the mogning. He asked.if the house céuld 
receive such returns. as these :presented, without signature of ahy 
kind.. , This house will, as speedily as possible, have to confine 
the returns to the terms, prescribed by the constitution; and 
nothing could, in, his. opinion,. be more aad than to ack 
about.purging.the polls, `> 

_ Mr. Wharton: regretted. the time. that. was Altea Jost 
about those, contested: elections, and considered that before these 
matters were disposed of, ini all-probability. the enémy would-be 
upon them. The.informality of returns not made.from the ca- 

ital, with the other informalities, were not exactly the question, 
but the right of citizenship to yote; and he deemed:it an act of < 
injustice, to deny men, who. probably were.in: the field ‘serving 
their country, the immunities.which others possess, because the 
return was seht on a dirty. P of es ot from- some other 
such Me Wie redson. Mak -aei A 
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The speaker informed the house that he had, ‘without know- 
ledge ; of the contents, broken the seals of- some: papers, which 
he now discerned.to be election returns; and-on motion;.sealed 
and took possession of them in presence of the house. 
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Mr. Baker moved an adjournment till Monday morning, at 
10 o'clock. aes 


Lf 


: Monna, Ocrozex 10, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the procéed- 
ings of Friday were read. The speaker then called on the clerk 
to read those of Tuesday which the house was aware were not 
as yetread. f , 

Mr. Green presented a petition from a Mr. Frazer claim- 
ing as one of the captors of the brig Pocket, ‘his share of the 
amount of the sale of.vessel and cargo; he was one -of the men 
on board the Invincible at the capture of the Pocket and never 
received one farthing. f 

Mr. Wharton informed the house that the cargo was con- 
verted to government stores, and the vessel was now the cor- 
missariat depot of Galveston.—Referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. 

The speaker stated to the house that several members had, 
he was informed, arrived in town; and he considered this the 
best time to submit their credentials, and take their seats. Mr. 
Allen submitted the credentials of Mr. Roe, as a member for 
San Patricio, and having been examined and déemed satisfacto- 
ry, Mr. Roe took the oath of qualification, arid his seat. _ 

Mr. Pennington as chairman of the committee on privi- 
leges and elections, asked, and obtained leave to sit again, on 
the question of the contested elections of Mr. H. Edwards and 
Major Arnold of Nacogdoches, twice referred—he urged the 
pressure of business, and obtained leave. — | 

The spedker stated that resolutions were now in order, | 

Mr. Green moved that the speaker be authorised to aiig- 
ment the number of names on the committee oñ ways and 
means; ahd Messrs. Archer, Allen, Wharton, and Roe were ad- 
ded. Mr. West moved that the post office Kommittee report as 
soon as practicable a bill organising that departrnent.—Cartied. 

The clerk then read the tender of forty-six ledgues of land, 
made to the government by the lion. Mosely Baker, to aid it, if 
required, in aliy appropriation that might be deemed expedient 
for the benefit of the country; and though not urging it as a 
claim, would be willing to see one league of his owi selection 
to cover in part the expenses of the survey on the whole. 

Mr. Allen moved that 300 copies of that liberal offer be 
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printed; it was a precedent that might influence others, and 
such a tender, in the present exigencies of the country, could 
not be too generally known. On motion of Mr. Baker, it was 
referred to the committee on public lands. 

The speaker informed the house that as yet no disposition 
had been made of the president’s message; and referred the 
house to the usual practice of selecting the substantive parts of 
its instructions, and committing them to the examination of the 
` various committees to which they respectively related. Mr. 
White moved that the whole be referred to the committee on 
the state of the republic.—Carried. 

Mr. Arren moved that the president 'be requested to lay 
before the house, as soon as practicable, the exact amount of 
land scrip, which he authorised to be sold in Texas or else- 
where; also into whose hands such land scrip has been placed, 
and for what purpose, and how much has been sold, with the 
accompanying documents relative to such transactions.—Car- 
ried. 

Mr. Arten moved that the further orders of the day be 
dispensed with; and the house adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M. 

The house met at 3 o’clock, transacted no business, and 
adjourned till 7 o’clock P. M. ' 

At 7 o’clock P. M., the speaker took the chair. 

Mr. Pennineron brought up the report on the contested 
election for Milam, between Mr. Allen and Col. Weatherhead, 
which was made the order of the day for 12 o’clock; and on 
motion of Mr. Green, the report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The petition of Mr. Collin M’Kenney was then read and 
referred to the committee on privileges and elections; and the 
report of the contested election of Messrs. Mooresand Cartwright 
in negation of a motion for action was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. ; 

Mr. White gave notice of the introduction of a bill; and a 
discussion arose as to the suspension of the rule requiring the 
lapse of a day, between Dr. Archer and Mr. Baker and other 
members; in the midst of which a motion for adjournment was 
put and carried. 


—f<Lf— 


. Tuegspay , llth Oct. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment—after the pro- 
ceedings of Monday had been read, 
The speaker ordered the reading of the petition of Wm. 
-E 
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H. Irion, claiming his right to a seat as member for Columbia— 
referred. 

The name of Mr. Sydney O. Pennington, was added on 
motion of Mr. Boyd tothe committce on public lands. Mr. 
Bunton moved the appointment of a reading and record clerk; 
the former having been overruled, Mr. Blackwell was sworn, 
and appointed to the office of record clerk. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS. 

Mr. Green gave notice, that he intended to introduce a 
bill to define the western boundary of Texas, and to extend her 
jurisdiction by the subdivision of counties.—one of which he 
proposed to call Prestun—there being so many feelings associa- 
ted with the name of Preston—of gratitude on the part of Tex- 
as, and high personal respect, that he felt peculiar pleasure in 
-the selection of the name, and in the probable concurrence of 
the house with the clauses of the bill when it would be placed 
before it. The man whose vigilance was ever alive to our dis- 
tresses—whose sympathies mourned over our calamities, and 
who was the first man in the United States’ Senate on the 
newspaper account of the glorious victory of April, to raise his 
hands and in fervent ejaculation, exclaim, “ Glory be to God 
in the highest!—Texas yet lives!” Yes, it is due to Mr. Preston 
to indulge in this enthusiasm—and he would therefore use that 
name in record of his many services, 

Mr. Allen gave notice that he would introduce a bill to- 
morrow, to raise a loan on the bonds of the government to the 
amount of 5 millions of dollars. 

Mr. Roe moved a resolution which was then carried— 
That the secretary of the treasury of the republic of Texas, be 
requested to lay before this house, an exposition of the state of 
affairs in that flepartment—the amount of funds received and 
from whom, what sums expended, to whom paid, and for what 
purposes as early as practicable. 

ORDERS FOR THE DRAFTS OF BILLS. 

Mr. Baker moved a resolution—That the committee on 
ways and means be instructed to prepare a bill to raise a rev- 
enue by export and import duties. 

And that the judiciary prepare a bill to organise that de- 
partment as speedily as possible, and report thereon; both reso- 
lutions were carried without debate. 

Mr. Green moved a resolution—That the committee on 
naval affairs be instructed to prepare a bill for the augmenta- 
tion of the navy, and its better organization by the building of 
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one or more steam frigates, or one or more twenty-four gun 
ships, adapted to the draft of water on Galveston inlet—ordered. 

Mr. Bunton moved a resolution—That the committee on 
Indians and Indian ‘affairs, be instructed to report as soon as 
practicable, a bill for the better protection of the frontiers, and 
to devise some plan for the effectual restriction on the outrages 
so frequently committed with impunity on inhabitants resident 
there—ordered. 

Mr. Green moved that the election report between Messrs. 
Cartwright and Moore be taken up, and during the perusal of the 
testimony before the committee, a message fromthe President 
was announced, which by motion was laid on the table—and 
the report of the committee in favor of Mr. Cartwright was 
adopted without debate. 

Mr. Cartwright was then admitted, sworn, and took the 
seat vacated by Mr. Moore. 

It was then m@ved by Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches—That 
the report of the contested clection between Messrs. Allen and 
Weatherhead be taken up, and on motion of Mr. Chenoweth 
the evidence taken by the reporter was read. 

Mr. Steele moved, That the house resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole; which being carried, Mr. Pennington 
obtained leave for the introduction of Mr. Steele as a witness 
in behalf of Mr. Allen—and_by order of the speaker to the 
sergeant at arms both candidates were informed of the pro- 
ceedings. The testimony of Mr. Steele was taken by the re- 

orter. 
i Mr. Hooper moved the adoption of the report of the com- 
mittee, when a question of adjournment till 3 o’clock was put, 
and twice negatived. Mr. Wharton again urged the adjourn- 
ment till 7 o'clock P. M., having stated his intention of speaking 
at some length on the subject; as, in his opinion, a vital ques- 
tion, interesting to the people and the country at large, was 
involyed in the contested election between Messrs. Allen and 
Weatherhead. The motion for adjournment then passed. 
_ SEVEN O'CLOCK P. M» 

The house met at the hour appointed. 

Mr. Green moved that the unfinished business of the day 
be proceeded with.—Carried. 

Mr. Pennineron informed the house that he had acciden- 
tally discovered a paper, which had been the subject of much 
dispute, and the existence of which was circumstantially attested 
by the witnesses, on their examination. In the present junc- 
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ture, it would be considered an important document, as he had 
little doubt it was the one referred to by the parties who con- 
tested the election, on the side of Mr. Weatherhead. — Re- 
ceived. 

On motion of Dr. Archer, Messrs. Wm. Wharton and 
Huston were admitied as counsel for Mr. Wheatherhead; and 
on motion of Mr. Baker, Mr. Falvel was admiited as counsel 
for Mr. Allen. 

General Huston addressed the house at considerable 
length, and assumed the position that the report of the commit- 
tee rejecting the majority in favor of Mr. Wheatherhead, on the 
grounds of their having been volunteers, could not be sustained, 
as the constitution, as yet, in his opinion, unpromulgated, was, 
not the law of the land, and its provisions could not legally dis-' 
franchise the votes of the volumteers. -General Huston entered 
into a minute detail of the circumstances that lead to the as- 
sembling of the first consuliation; commented on the powers 
vested in that body, and referred to the organic law, as the only 
existing one of the present day: denied the possession of plenary 
powers in the convention, as to its acis, and eloquently adyo- 
cated the rights of the volunteers. 

Mr. Falvel briefly addressed the house and labored to es- 
tablish the illegality of the votes, on the informality of the re- 
turns; it was, however, understood from an excitement which 
prevailed, on a case supposed to be similar, which had occurred 
on the previous day in the senate, that the question was:involv- 
ed, and by arrangement, was permitted to proceed. Mr. Whar- 
ton addressed the house on the same side and Mr. Baker agreed 
to‘meet them on the question—whether the constitution was or 
was not the law of the land since the 17th of March; and it hav- 
ing been then 10 o’clock a motion of adjournment was put and 
carried.—It was understood that Mr. Baker would assume the 
right of reply at the next meeting. 

The house adjourned until 10 o’clock A. M. Wednesday 


next. 
Fr 


Wepnespay, 12 o’ctock. 
The house met, pursuant to adjournment, and the clerk 
proceeded to the discharge of his duty. 
On report of Mr. Pennington, Mr. McKinney was permit- 
ted to take his seat, as the member from Red River. 
The report of the committee to which was referred the 
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duty of drafting rules of order and decorum for the government 
of the house of representatives, was ordered to lie on the table. 

A resolution of Mr. Green, suggesting the expediency of 
sending a minister from the republic of Texas to the United 
States, for the purpose of negociating a loan, obtaining the re- 
cognition of independence, and the annexation of Texas, was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. A. Wharton’s name, on motion of Mr. Hooper, 
was added to the committee on naval affairs. ` 
- Captains Teal and Karnes, major Wm. C. Cook, captain 
Smith and commodore Hawkins, on motions from different 
members, were invited within the bar of the house. 

The orders of the day were then taken up, on the contested 
election of Messrs. Allen and Weatherhead; and the specch of 
Mr. Baker occupied the time of the house, till its adjournment, 
at 6 o’clock. - 

Mr. Baxer said, Mr. Speaker, on rising to discuss this im- 
portant question, I shall endeavor to establish on irrefutable 
grounds, that the constitution is the paramount law of the land, 
founded alike on justice, equity and truth, and not participating 
in the slightest degree in the feverish excitement said to have 
been produced by the agitation of this question,-I am under no 
apprehension from its results). When I became a member of 
this house, I pledged myself to the defence of the constitution, 
in the following oath: “J, [A. B.] do solemnly swear,as a mem- 
ber of this general congress, that I will support the constitution 
of the republic, and that I will not propose or assent to any bill, 
vote, or resolution which shall appear to me injurious to the 
people”—and I am determined to preserve that oath inviolate. 
1 do not appear as the advocate of Mr. Allen, but of the consti- 
tution, in vindication of a people’s rights, and a nation’s honor. 
Were I to pursue a course of policy calculated to promote my 
personal aggrandisement, or to obtain party favoritism, I too 
would yield myself aslave to the passions,sketch an impassioned 
picture of rights violated, injuries sustained, and loudly denounce 
the country for foul ingratitude. But, Sir, I shall do no such 
thing. In preservation of my oath, in the fearless discharge 
of my duties to my constituents, I shall submit my views te this 
house, only demanding, in this dispassionate enquiry, the invo- 
cation of justice for the country, for the constitution, for the vo- 
lunteers, for all. I repeat it, I do not appear for the citizens 
or the volunteers, but for all; in vindication of justice for all. 
Could it be deemed a duty in a representative, to become, 
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through any motive whatsoever, the advocate of a party, an 

individual, or in gratification of any, person, however exalted, I 

have mistaken the object for which I have been sunt here. 

Yet, Sir, I shall be permitted to say that I yield to no man in 
grateful feelings to the voluntecrs; but these feelings shall never 
interfere with my vindication of the rights of liberty. My gra- 
titude to them is not mere empty profession, as my acts attest 

the sincerity of common sympathy with them. I too can ap- 
peal to the volunteers with whom I have served, with whom I 
have fought, side by side, in two battles in Texas. The blood 

of the Alamo rushes on my recollection; its defence was left to 
the hands of those valiant volunteers from the United States, 
when surrounded with four thousand Mexicans, in the midst of 
death, thcy rescued our beloved country. Goliad too rushes on 
my memory. I, Sir, deprive a volunteer of a vested right? The 
wretch who dared the foul deed should be made to kiss the 
dust. ‘Texas too ischarged with ingratitude: false, atrociously 
false. She will fulfil to the letter her promises, and prove her 
gratitude to the last. But, Sir, as I am not here to urge the 
supposed rights of volunteers, but in defence of a question of 
law and fact, I shall dismiss that part of the subject. 

The great importance involved in this question is the effect 
it will have, not only amongst ourselves, but in the United 
States and on other nations. Never was a country so situated, 
as Texas at this moment; the eyes of other nations are upon us, 
and all our caution and all our wisdom cannot be exercised too 
much, to avoid an unfavorable impression abroad. Let it be. 
said that, at our first meeting of congress, our first act was to 
violate our constitution, trample on our laws, and hand over 
our rights, because they were forcibly and unjustly claimed, and 
as unjustly ceded. Forbid it Heaven! Respect for our- 
selves, for our nation, and an inherent love of justice forbid it! Is it 
less honorable to contend for our constitution and the preserva- 
tion of our laws and civil institutions, than to meet the enemy 
in the field of battle? For the one, I have unsheathed my sword 
and bared my breast to the foe, and for the other, I shall, as 
fearlessly do my duty to my country, and leave the consequences 
te God. Sir, I take this opportunity:to thank Gen. Felix Hus- 
ton, the counsel for Mr. Weatherhead, for his argument of last 
night, as I propose to establish my principle on the basis of his 
position. He asserted that, if aman or number of men were 
called to discharge a certain duty, and had transcended their 
powers, the moment their acts become acknowledged by the 
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sovereign people, and were not rejected, they then must be 
admitted as clearly legal, as if the act did pot transcend the 
power delegated to them. Why?said the general, because it 
reverted to whence the original authority came, the sovereignty 
of the people, the source of all power. From these premises, 
Sir, I shall arrive at a conclusion, by and by, that will require 
some ingenuity to destroy. We must commence with the period 
of the revolution, and I now distinctly lay it down as a propo- 
sition, that we have never had an interregnum, and were never 
without a government, or without laws; and we form probably 
a solitary instance of a country revolutionizing without an in- 
terregnum. In the month of October, the people chose dele- 
gates to the first consultation, and distinctly refused them ple- 
nary powers. 

Here Mr. Wharton interrupted the speaker, who informed 
him that he was not to be driven from the course he pro- 
posed to pursue by any interruption. 

I contend, Sir, that the people refused to’ vest any powers 
in the consultation, than merely to inform them of the state of 
the country. I myself was of the war party at that period, and 
voted for the possession of plenary powers, but found myself in 
the minority. What did the consultation do? It formed a go- 
vernment, arranged and drew up a constitution, called the or- 
ganic law; and, beyond the question of doubt, transcended their 
powers; as these men were only delegates, mere agents with a 
circumscribed power. This organic law went into operation; 
was tacitly ratified by the people, and then, in equal truth, it, 
beyond doubt, became the law of the land. General Huston 
illustrated the position, last night, by stating that, through the 
medium of a mere advertisement in the papers, had he proposed 
to do certain acts, without delegated authority, that the subse- 
quent ratification of these acts by the people, constituted their 
legality. The people acquiesced in the acts of that consultation 
—iheir acts were therefore binding. If then,the council, under 
the consultation, had any power, all its power was revertible to, 
and its acts must have been based on the organic law. I pre- 
sume there will he no difficulty in admitting ihat the acts in 
opposition to the organic law must have been unjust or illegal. 
Was the act of the council calling the convention, binding or 
not? By the organic law, they had clearly the right to call 
the convention; but where do we find that they either posses- 
sed or exercised the power of saying, thus far shalt thou go, 
and no farther. The 16th article of the organic law establishes 
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an exccutive government. What was the duty of the council, 
under that government? To order new delegates to form a 
convention, which, the moment it assembled, became itself a new 
organization,and formed a new government: and all power being 
then vested in that body, the provisional government ceased. 
If this be true, where is the necessity to proceed further? 

I shall now refer you to the second article of an ordinance 
and decree emanating from that body, which must at once settle 
the question as to the rature of the powers vested in the conven- 
tion: “Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, that 
the delegates elected by the people be clothed with ample, un- 
limited, or plenary powers, as to the form of government to be 
adopted, provided that no constitution formed shall go into ef- 
fect, until the same be submitted to the people,.and confirmed 
by a majority thereof, in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
a provision in such instrument.” Sir, I contend that the provi- 
sion of the article I have just read must be regarded as a nul- 
lity. The council could vest the power, but not limit it. One 
part, therefore, vesting the convention with plenary powers is 
legal, because authorized by the organic law; but the provision 
being unauthorized by the organic law, which delegated to the 
convention all the powers which it possessed, as a body emana- 
ting from the original source, the sovercignty of the people, is a 
nullity. Did I address the chief justice of the United States, 
he would have deemed it his duty to have arrested the progress 
of the argument, from the abundance of proof. Do the facts of 
the exercise of power by the convention bear me out in the 
proof? I say, Sir, if there be a possible doubt, give it in favor 
of the volunteers. If the constitution had no effect until pro- 
mulgated, in the manner contended for, the organic law must 
still be in operation, the authority under that organic law must 
still be our rulers. What was the opinion of the consultation 
itself? It is answered by the quotation, they believed the consti- 
tution was the law of the land, and the provisional government 
ceased. What the opinion of the executive government? It is 
answered in the surrender of governors Smith and Robinson. 
Can there then be any doubt on the question? The moment 
they surrendered their powers, they resolved themselves into an 
assembly. The convention was the only known authority of 


-the land, and all other powers ceased. I ask then, if the con- 


vention had not plenary powers, what would be the miserable 
condition of ‘Texas. From the very necessity of things, the 
constitution became the law of the land, from the moment of its 
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adoption in convention; and acquiesced jg as it was by the 
people, it became as much the constitution of the land, as if 
there had been an express provision to that effect. A different 
' conclusion would produce a result which might prove -highly 
injurious, and would place us in an attitude before the world, 
by no means enviable. I do not question the honesty of the 
opinions of those in the opposition on this question; but I do 
very much question the policy of their course. They avow 
themselves the friends of the volunteers, and profess, as their 
object in this debate, the prevention of an unjust decision on 
the part of this house, by which their rights, as guaranteed by 
previous laws and public addresses, may be taken away. I 
deny that any one member of ihis house has any such wish, or 
that any portion of the people of Texas would sanction any vio- 
lation of the pledged faith of this government to the volunteers. 
On the contrary, this house will religiously comply with every 
stipulation: they will fulfil to the very letter every obligation 
incurred: yea, they will do more. If the present laws do not 
sufficently guard and defend their rights, if provision sufficiently 
liberal has not been made for them, laws by this congress will 
be passed placing the volunteers on the footing of our most fa- 
vored citizens. The volunteers will consult their true interests, 
by adhering to the constitution, as an instrument of binding 
effect from the 17th of March last. Under that constitution, 
the Hon. gentleman (Gen. Felix Huston) was appointed a bri- 
gadier-general, and an honorable member on this floor (Gen. 
Green) also received his commission. Under that constitution, 
the gallant commodore (Comm. Hawkins) on my right also was 
commissioned, and, under the flag as adopted by the convention, 
displayed the prowess and the power of our republic on the 
ocean. Under the constitution, the various officers of the army 
were commissioned; and the contracts with the volunteers were 
all made under the authority given by that instrument. Decide 
- however that the constitution was then of no binding effect, and 
these commissions and these contracts are worthless, and the 
volunteer will find that he has no legal claim on this govern- 
ment, because the contracts made were by officers not legally 
empowered so todo. Were Ia volunteer, consulting my own 
interest, I would defend this constitution; and, could my voice 
avail, I would proclaim to every volunteer: Be not misled: the 
constitution guarantees your claims; and ‘Texas will faithfully 
redeem to you every pledge she has made. 

Resolve your constitution into an act of no authority, and 
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your brigadier-general becomes the chief of a gang of banditti; 
your commodore, dÀ unauthorised outlawed pirate on‘the high 
seas; your agency at Orleans, a public humbug; your promises 
to volunteers, unwarranted; the heroes of San Jacinto, rebels 
fighting against the lawful government of Mexico; and your 
brave soldiers in the Alamo and elsewhere, a band of mutineers 
rebelling without the semblance of authority, against the parent 
country. Will the house come this mortifying conclusion? I, 
for one, never can. If it be an error, it is one of the head that 
will descend with me to the grave; for I shall never alter my 
conviction of the truth and justice of my opinion. But it may 
be said that, though the convention could ot form a constitu- 
tion, they were empowered to form an executive government. 
This view of the case presents an unanswerable dilemma, 
They either possessed, under the constitution, plenary powers, 
or they did not. The executive officers were appointed under 
authority of the constitution, by the convention. Now if their 
power was confined merely to making a constitution, they trans- 
cended their duty in the appointment of executive officers; and 
as there was no other power vested in, or claimed by any other 
body, there would have been clearly an interregnum. But let 
us see under what authority the executive officers were appoint- - 
ed: “The president shall swear: I, A. B., president of the re- 
public of Texas, do solemnly and sincerely swear that I shall 
faithfully execute the duties of my office, and to the best. of my 
ability, PRESERVE, PROTECT, and DEFEND the constirution. The 
first president shall be appointed by the convention.” Was it 


- not so? 


He is called on to swear to defend it, has he not done so. 

If for the sake of argument it be admitted that the con- 
vention did usurp its powers, let us have recourse to opinions 
nearly as good as those referred to by the gentlemen on the 
opposite side. They have quoted Dr. Archer and Mr. Smitn in 
the consultation, and first let me call your attention to the opin- 
ion of Vattell, a legal authority that will scarcely be questioned; 
on the rules of interpretation, he says, p. 246, whenever we 
meet with any obscurity, we are to consider what were the ideas 
of those who drew up the deed, and interpret it accordingly. 

Well what was the fact, an order was issued by the con- 
vention to the executive government to surrender, did they not 
do so? and as the name of general Rusk, one of the members 
of the convention has been used here, permit me to read a pla- 
card assigning his constitutional reason for—Here, Mr. Baker 
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was again interrupted by Mr.- Wharton, who asked if that prin- 
ted placard was given as authority of Rusk’s opinion. Mr. 
Baker proceeded. The fact is well known, that general Rusk 
was prohibited from becoming a candidate for the vice presi- 
dents office, because he had not attained the age of 35, as pre- 
seribed by the constitution. Having adduced the author 

ity of those persons engaged in the consultation, and acting 
under the organic law, in confirmation by their acts of the 
opinion they entertained reldtive to the constitution having 
been the law of the land, since the 17th of March. I shall 
now proceed to that part of the question which called forth so 
much ingenuity from my learned friends. How must a law be 
promulgated? By newspapers—by books—by open declara- 
tion—or the recognition of its public acts by the people. This 
country unfortunately, from the ravages of the enemy was 
without that useful organ of communication possessed in every 
other country where there is a liberal government, and free 
institutions, a newspaper Journal—or any of the ordinary me- 
dia for the transmission of public Laws by printing—we must 
therefore refer to that principle already laid down, and admit- 
ted by my opponents that the public recognition of the acts 
consecrates them, and where is the act done under authority of 
the constitution, not acquiesced in by the people—was that so- 
lemn declaration of independence assented to, it is unnecessary 
to dwell on thissubject. The heroes of San Jacinto ratified it in 
the midst of déath by exclaiming, Texas and her rights: has not 
the concurrence of the people assembling at the places, at the 
period, and conducting in the manner their elections as pre- 
scribed by the constitution ratified it? Austin from whence my 
constituents thought proper to send me, had formerly three rep- 
resentatives—under the constitution she claimed and has sent 
but me—admit all this to be mere sophistry—let us turn to the 
fifth section of the schedule of the constitution, it says the Pre- 
sident shall issue writs of election directed to the officers au- 
thorised to hold elections of the several counties, requiring them 
to cause an election to be held for President, Vice President, 
Representatives and Senators to Congress, at the time and mode 
prescribed by this constitution, which election shall be conduct. 
ed in the manner that elections have been heretofore con- 
ducted, &c. If the constitution Sir, had no other powers than 
to make a mere military or executive department of government, 

by what authority has the President, or how dare he summon 

us here—why issue writs, and assemble usin congress. Gene 
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Huston. is from the state of Mississippi: what is its political or- 
ganization ?—to vote for the house of representatives, you must 
have liyed twelve months in the state and six months in the 
county; and for the senate, you must have lived four years in 
the state and twelve months in the county, and be the owner of 
a landed estate of 320 acres, A volunteer from Mississippi 
however, comes io Texas, and by a residence of six months he- 
comes a Citizen to all intents and purposes—is entitled io vote 
and may be elevated to the highest office in the gift of the peo- 
ple—receives his bounty land asa soldier, and if he gees proper 
to remain in the country, receives if a married man, one league 
and labor of land, and if a single man, one third league; and 
yet the gentieman complains, that the requisition of settlement 
for six months in Texas is an outrage on the rights of the vol- 
unteers—is a violation of the plighted faith of this government, 
Sir, all this I deny, and no volunteer will bear him oui in such 
extravagant notions, 
` [have shown that the powers of the convention depended 
on the organic law, and that the council had no right to attempt 
any limitation of its powers by a provision. The obvious mean- 
ing of the power then vested in the convention was that you 
shall form a constitution that shall be deemed as such uniil re- 
jected by the people, and shall be considered the law of the 
land. Vattell’s opinion establishes the fact, and if we receive 
these gentlemens interpretation of the law, how will the case 
stand? They say that it was to have no effect because the coun- 
_cilso declared it; what does Vatiell say in page 252? “Every 
interpretation that leads to an absurdity must be rejected, let 
us resolve the doubt on this principle. The organic law says 
that all power shall cease when a convention is formed, and the 
council says more, that the constitution shall not be binding until 
adopted by the people, which acceptation must be received— 
that of Vattell’s and mine, by which ufder the constitution I 
am, protected in the liberty of speech in this house and.dare to 
discharge my duty fearlessly to the country in defence of the 
instrument to the support of which [have sworn, and in defi- 
ance of any prejudices, or excited passions that may elsewhere 
assail me, for such motives have never deterred me in the prose- 
cution of a conscientious duty—adopt the absyrd interpretation, 
they seek, and where is the law to protect you, the people, that 
lobby or this house. The only law that now governs the coun- 
try is the constitution for which I contend, Vattell, you, every 
body. I have only argued that branch of the subject on which 
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these gentlemen- have relied, arid I now assert that if general 
Huston himself, were sitting as a’judge on the bench, he would 
coincide with me in the interpretation of these doubts. 

It is a source of some regret, that declamatory appeals to 
the bad passions, and excited feelings of the volunteers has been 
had recourse to, to bolster up a bad cause. Ideny that the 
- volunteers want any rights not legally guaranteed io them—l 
deny that the result of this question will in the slightest degree 
.operate on the minds of the volunteers, and I furthermore deny 
that the constitution takes any right from the volunteers, for that 
document declares, that all laws then in force were only repeal- 
ed by their own limitation. I was the first man, when called upon 
by the council of San Felipe, who penned an address to the vol- 
unteers at a period when we were threatened wilh danger and 
invasion. [Here Mr. Baker read the address,] the same spirit 
of just,.and .generous invitation still prevails—the same tender 
then made yet exists, and has been annulled by no law. We 
are told the constitution takes the right of citizenship from them, 
I deny it—that it takes their suffrages, I deny it; on the contra- 
ry, it secures both by an express condition to them, as well as 
tome. Every married man at this very hour is entitled to his 
league and labor, and every single man to his quarter of a 
league of land. But sir, as to the franchise what does it deny 
to them, that it does not equally refuse to me residing in Austin. 
I am not entitled to vole in Brazoria, and it must be recollected 
that political institutions in every country; have been jealously 
guarded, and that the fight of suffrage has: been always accu- 
rately detined, as one of these rights .and privileges on which 
the existence of. a country depends.’ Every citizen is required 
to live some time in any country that he may know the condi- 
tion and state of that ‘country before he is invested: with the 
invaluable-right of suffrage. If the United States Congress, ig 
the British House of Commons were all fools to have insisted on 
this sina qua non condition, then I am proud to be ranked with 
such fools, and:do not object to share their disgrace, 

Sir, I repeat that Texas is not unjust; but that she is more 
liberal and more politic than any state of the United States; 
I repeat much more so than the state from which the gentleman 
hails, the state of Mississippi—compare the political organiza- 

tion of the two countries, and Texas and her friends will have 
no cause to blush. By coming here no political rights have 
been lost, but in six months the volunteer may oppose you or. 
me or anyone else for any office whatsoever. If our institu- 
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tions are bad and not sufficiently generous, I am astonished that 
the gentleman so long eminent in the councils of Mississippi, 
had not ere this obliterated from her records provisions so un- 
just, so illegal, and of which he now so much complains. 

Were I a citizen for 20 years in Texas, I could not vote for 
a member in Brazoria unless I had resided there six months 
previously. And why should a right be extended to the volun- 
teers that is denied to me? If I as a citizen, cannot vote at an’ 
election, forinstance in Milam without six months residence, on 
what grounds does the volunteer claim a right denied to me or 
any other citizen? Sir, it is only requisite to convince the vol- 
unteers and all idle clamor ceases—they will be satisfied, for I 
know them well, and have justly appreciated their motives—they 
have not come here to disorganise our government—but to fight 
the Tyrant, and are we now to be told that if they receive not 
rights of which they were never possessed, privileges never 
guaranteed, they will leave us, disband and go home. Oh who 
utters it knows them not, and does not duly estimate their single 
minded patriotic feelings. The volunteers sacrifice the cause 
of liberty of Texas, such is not their feelings, and I confidently 
assert such will not be the event. Texas amidst all her sorrows 
stands a rock solitary and unaided (as æ nation,) with her head 
` pre-eminently above the waves of opposition, that tumultuously 
roll against her base, while during the dark night of her 
struggle, a single star glimmered in the firmament that will not 
wane in her blood, but gleam in meridian effulgence by the 
light of victory on her successful arms. 

After the speech of Mr. Baker, Gen. F. Huston commented 
on the singular mode of ratification to the constitntion that was 
offered by the last speaker. The heroes of the Alamo, as well 
as those of Goliad, it so happened ratified a document that was 
not then in existence, for their death was anterior to the exis- 
tence of the constitution. The house adjourned until 7 o’clock. 
On its meeting, two witnesses were examined on the side of Mr. 
Allen, and after an address from Mr. Wm. Wharton the house. 
adjourned till 10 o’clock on Thursday morning. 
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Tuurspay Mornine, Ocroser 13, 1836. 


The house of representatives met this day pursuant to ad-- 


journment, at the usual hour; 


day; 

Mr. Petinington moved that the case of Mr. Moore be re- 
heard, as that gentleman, formerly a member of this house, had 
no intimation of the proceedings against him, 

The petition of Mr. Moore was laid on the table. 

The report recommending the return of Mr. Collin McKin- 
ny, in the place of Mr. Becknell, was adopted; and the former 
took his seat, and the oath of qualification. 

Mr. Becknell having received from the clerk a certificate 
of his services, and statement of mileage, 

Mr. Pennington objected to the payment of mileage, as in 
the event of three or four members contesting a seat, the coun- 
try. would be taxed with the travelling expenses of all, and he 
would therefore object to such precedent. 

Mr. Green considered that the certificate of the judges, 
authorised to hold elections, was sufficient justification for any 
man to present himself to this house; and he considered that the 
mileage ought to be allowed. 

The treasury certificates were then furnished Mr. Becknell. 


Contested Election of Weatherheall and Allen. 


The unfinished business before the house having been taken 
u 9 7 
j Mr. Pennington supplied a report, substantially the same 
as the one which had been missed, and demanded by Mr. Wea- 
therhead’s counsel. 

A message from the senate was here announced, which, by 
order, was laid on the table. 

On motion for the adoption of the report on the contested: 
election for Milam, 

Mr. Green addressed the house at considerable length, and 
commented on the important question involved in this election; 
and was anxious for its postponement, until a definite action of 
the house was had on the question of the constitution. He con- 
sidered that the extension of the principle to apply rigidly to the 
elective restrictions of the constitution as it now stands, would 
invalidate the claims of half the members in that house, for there 
were few, ifin truth it may be said of any, either as regarded 
their own eligibility, or the qualification of voters, were entitled 


And the clerk having read the- proceedings of the former — 
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to seats by strict compliance with the terms prescribed by the , 
constitution. 
, Mr. Fisher moved that all members effected by the result 
of the question as to the constitution having been the law of the 
land since the 17th of March, vacate their seats, and he could 
count many who were so interested in this question, that they 
were conscientiously bound to abide its result, by according 
with the general principle: and he furthermore. believed, on a 
question of the house, those parties had no right to vote as the 
suggestions of iheir own private ambition, from his knowledge 
of human nature, may induce them to vote otherwise than jus- 
tice required. 

The speaker observed, that such resolution would be out of 
order, as it was optional with gentlemen to vacate their seats, 
but all were entitled to hold except the member immediately 
interested. 

Dr. Archer concurred with the chairman in his interpreta- 
tion of the rule; 

And Mr. Fisher withdrew his motion. 

A desultory conversation ensued, during which  - 

A motion of adjournment by Mr. Green, till three o’clock, 
was put and carried. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P, M» 

At three o'clock, the unfinished business of the house was 
again resumed, and 

Mr. Wharton claimed to be heard i in behalf of his client, 
. Mr. Weatherhead; but as it was considered that the question 
had been fully discussed, Mr. Wharton did not press his request. 

Mr. Baker observed, that if he considered the counsel for 
Mr. Weatherhead could be of any service to his client by the 
further agitation of the subject, he would not then think of op- 
posing; but having believed that counsel had discharged his duty 
fully to his client, he felt anxious for the sake of the country, and 
. to promote a hetter and more harmonious feeling, that this whole 
matter be again referred to a select committee; such judicious 
concurrence on the part of the counsel, would considerably fa- 
cilitate the advancement of public business, without compromis- 
ing any individual claims. 

Mr. Green not only concurred, but proposed an appoint- 
ment by ballot of a select committee of five, to report on the 
conlested election for Milam.—Carried. 

The house then proceeded to the election by ballot, of five 
members for a select committee, when Messrs. Baker, Archer, 
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Green, Allen, and Roe, having had the greatest number of votes, 
were duly appointed. - i 
On motion of Mr. Green, ihe house then adjourned until 


Friday. 
—Lfr-— 


\ Fripay, Ocroser 14, 1836. 
The house of repfesentatives met this day in pursuance of 
adjournment, and ihe journal was read. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Kenney, on plea of 
sickness. : 

Mr. Bunton moved that a certificate and copy of the hon- 
orable H. H. League’s certificate, be made out and handed to 
Mr. Moore, the unseated member for Harrisburg.—Granted. 

Mr. Pennington moved thati. petition from Mr. Moore, 
claiming the reconsideration of evidence, be referred a second 
time to the committee; but 

On motion of Mr. Green, was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Allen, chairman of a select committee appointed to act 
in conjunction with a committee of the senate in making ar- 


rangements and contracts for printing, reported that they had - 


contracted with the Messrs. Bordens, and having presented the 
particulars of the terms of such contracts, recommended their 
ratification on the part of ihe house; 

Which, by motion of Mr. Green, were concurred in; and 
the terms of the contracts as agreed, on the part of the repub- 
lic, by the joint commitices, with the obligations of che Messrs. 
Bordens on their part, were filed. 

Mr. Green called the attention to a resolution he meant to 
propose in the character of a money bill, for the payment of a 
certain sum of money to the captain of the Pennsylvania, a draft 
for eight hundred and ninetcen dollars, had been dishonored by 
the failure of certain partics in Orleans, and was returned; the 
debt contracted was for the transport of volunteers and provi- 
sions to this country, and a debt not only instantly due, but one 
of honor. He would further remark, that the circumstances of 
the captain of the Pennsylvania did not warrant any unnecessary 
delay in the passage of ihe bill, and as he anticipated no objec- 
tion to it, he would move a joint resolution: that the senate and 
house of representatives instruct the president to issue immediate 
orders to our agents Thos. Toby and Brothers, New Orleans, to 
pay out of any means in their hands, a drafi of eight hundred 
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and nineteen dollars, drawn on them in June last, by brigadier 
general Green, in favor of the owners of the Pennsylvania, for 
a balance due on her charter, in bringing out troops, provisions, 
munitions, &c. for the Texas government, which draft had been 
before accepted by said agents. 

Mr. White moved the suspension of the standing rule rela- 
tive to resolutions as money bills, in order to facilitate the tran- 
sit of Mr. Green’s resolution.—Agrced. 

For the same urgency before suggested by Mr. Green, the 
resolution was read a third time and passed. And 

“On motion of Mr. Baker, the following caption was adopted. 

“ A joint resolution requesting the president to issue an or- 
der for the payment of eight hundred and nineteen dollars, to 
Messrs. Toby & Brothers, in favor of the owners of the schoon- 
er Pennsylvania.” l 

Mr. Green moved for leaye to withdraw the petition of 
Mr. Frazier, submitted to the house, claiming a pornog of the 
prize money of the brig Pocket.— Withdrawn. 

The speaker informed the house that the message of the 
president then on his table, with the accompanying document, 
in his opinion, required that the house should go into secret ses- 
SOR. 

The house rose from secret session, and the names of 
Messrs. Cartwright, and McKenney, were attached to the dif- 
ferent committees, on which Messrg. Moore and Becknell had 
previously served; and 

On motion of diferent members, Mr. Fisher was added to 
the committec on military affairs; Mr. Wharton to the commit- 
tee of the judiciary, and Mr. Green to the committee on foreign 
relations. 

Mr. Allen moved to bring in a bill, of which he had given 
previous notice, authorising the president to negociate a loan on 
the bonds of government, to the amount of five millions of dol- 
lars. The bill was read a first time, of which the following is 
the draft. 

To authorise the president to negociate a Loan on the bonds of the 
Government, to the amount of five millions of dollars. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the republic of Texas, in general congress assembled, That 
the president of this republic be, and he is hereby fully author- 
ised to issue bonds of this republic for the sum of one thousand 
dollars each, to the amount of five millions of dollars, which 
honds shall be signed by the said president, and countersigned 
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7 
by the secretary of state; shall be negotiable by simple endorse- 
ment, and shall bear an interest on the face thereof at a rate 
not exceeding ten per cent. per annum, to be paid to the hold- 
ers thereof at such place aud time as may be stipulated in said 
bond; said bonds to be prepared as soon as practicable, under 


the direction of the president, and made redeemable in thirty - 


years from the day of date. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the president be, 
and.he is hereby authorised, from time to time, to sell the said 
bonds in any part of the world, or such portion thereof as may 
be required to raise funds for the purpose of paying any of the 
public debts of this republic; and for the further purpose of re- 
alising funds to carry on the present or any future war, or for 
any other necessary expenses of this government; and that such 
sale or sales of said bonds, or of any portion thereof, may be 
made by the president on such terms and conditions as he may 
be able to effect, and which in his judgment may be best calcu- 
lated to meet the views and promote the interest of this repub- 
lic; and to this end and purpose the president is hereby fully 
empowered to appoint such agent or agents in any part of the 
world, to make sales of said bonds, or any portion thereof, as he 
may deem proper, and in such appointments to confer the same 
powers on said agents as are herein conferred upon him. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the president to lay before each and every congress early in 
every session, a full, clear, and consise statement of all such sales 
as he may effect of said bonds, showing in what terms such sales 
may have been effected; the expenses attending them; and the 
manner in which the proceeds of the same may have been ap- 
propriated by him. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the faithful 
payment and redemption of the said bonds, and the interest 
which shall accrue thereon, the faith of this republic is hereby 
solemnly pledged. 


No objection having been urged to the bill, its second read- ` 


ing, on motion of Mr. Green, was made the order of the day for 
Monday. - 
The house then adjourned until Monday morning. 


we ad < pied Bert 
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Monpay, Ocrozrr 17, 1836. 

The house of representatives assembled at the usual hour; 

and 
The journal having been read, 

The speaker called for petitions, as first in the order of bu- 
siness: none having been presented, 

Mr. Pennington, as chairman of the committee on privi- 
leges and elections, reported that the subject of the contested 
election between Arnold and Edwards, having been under their 
consideration, and having examined the evidence adduced be- 
fore them, were of opinion, that the Mexican voters of the county 
of Nacogdoches, were duly ondiled to ihe exercise of their fran- 
chise, until certain alleged crunes urged against them were fally 
tried and adjudicated by the judiciary course of law, and the 
commitice were uicrciore of opinion, tnat Mr. Edwards, having 
a majority, was duly elected a member of the house of represen- 
iatives; and having also furnished a properly authenticated cer- 
tificaie from the judge of Nacogdoches county. 

Mr. Green moved the adoption of the report on the prin- 
ciple, that every member presenting himself to this house with 
a majority, should be received, unless it were clearly proved 
that persons in nonage, negroes, or aliens, had formed such ma- 
jority. 

"Mr. Bunton demanded that all the evidence taken before 
the committee be placed before the house. 

A message from the president was here announced, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Pennington said, that the subject of the legality of 
Mexican votes, underwent a strict examination in the senate, 
touching the discharge of their duly as faithful citizens of Texas; 
and with permission of the house, he would substitute that evi- 
dence, as it was documentary; and the evidence before the com- 
mittee on privileges and elections was merely verbal, he pro- 
ceeded to read the minutes taken before the senate; and on the 

`- question of adoption being put, : 

Mr. Bunton would avail himself of that opportunity to say 
a that, however much he regretted the intervention of Mexicans 
"in state affairs—however much from their treachery, faithless- 

ness, and well known hostility, he deplored their regulation even 
in part, of the destinies of the couniry; yet, consistently with 
the opinions he had so often avowed in that house, he felt he 
could not, constitutionally, oppose the adoption of the report; 
were he to consult his feelings on the subject, he would say, ex- 
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pel, drive from the most distant boundaries of Texas, the heart- 
less, treacherous butchers; but yet his utter dislike of them should 
yield to his sense of consistent duty, and he would therefore sup- 
port the motion for adoption. 

Mr. Pennington said, if he consulted his feelings on the 
subject, he would not only deprive them of the right of suffrage, 
but of life; for he was well aware of the fact, that many of 
them were opposed to the declaration of independence, but 
from the sixih clause in the article of rights, he found he must 
needs suppress his individual feelings of dislike, and act in ac- 
cordance with that constitution he had sworn to defend; and he 
therefore would not annul their right of franchise until heard. by 
counsel, and tried as tne law prescribes. 

Mr. Allen considered the subject one of much delicacy, as. 
so valuable a principle was involved in the due discharge of their 
duty; and though fully aware that those Mexicans would wil- 
lingly join the enemy against us, he yet felt that in the absence 
of all proof of crime, he must necessarily support the adoptiom 
of the report. 

Mr. Green would again repeat, that he did not support the 
question on what were called constitutional grounds, as he did 
not believe such a thing ‘as a constitution existed; but he sup- 
ported it on the principle he had already stated, of a majority 
of voters, not composed of negroes, aliens, or juniors, or women. 

Mr. Baker said, he too considered this a highly important 
question, in which the house is called on to discard one of the 
brightest ornaments of Texas, a hero of San Jacinto; a man who, 
from personal knowledge of his character, he would be most 
willing to support; but, sir, the question is not now one of indi- 
vidual preference, but of constitutional rights; not as to whether 
they were Mexicans or American voters: but if it be proved that 
aman is guilty of certain acts, you have cléarly, by the constitu- 
tion, the right to disfranchise him, and it is as much the province 
of this legislative assembly to institute such inquiry as io the 
eligibility of its members on the plea of alleged crime, as it is for 
the ordinary courts of justice to decide on litigated questions of 
property. But, sir, there are some generic charges against some 
one hundred and twenty people not proved specifically, not 
brought home to any one or more of them, and until disfranchise- 
ment be effected, after thev are, each of them, duly arraigned, 
tried, and found guilty, hc could not vote for the rejection of 
their suffrage; if there be one man, for instance, a certain 
Emanuel Galevery, and that you find him guilty of certain. acts. 
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that déprive him of the rights of suffrage, apply it individually, 
and so of the rest; but those wholesale allegations are as the 
` “idle wind,” and could not by him be regarded as a sufficient 
reason for depriving any man of the invaluable right of suffrage. 

Mr. Bunton did not consider that a legislative body had 
the right fo institute inquiry into criminal acts, such as would 
disqualify a voter. He believed such matters appertained only 
to the ordinary courts of’ justice. 

The question being put, on a division, the yeas aflirmed the 
report, and Mr. Edwards was sworn, and took his seat. 

The speaker said, there were some sealed papers on his 
table, purporting to be élection returns, and asked what dispo- 
sition was to be made of them; there were two apparently in the 
same hand-writing, onc was from a Mr. Milem, claiming a seat 
in that house, as having been returned by votes from Galveston 
island. 

Mr. Green moved a resolution, that the senate be invited 
to meet in this house at twelve o’clock to-morrow, for the pur- 
pose of counting and comparing the votes, and proclaiming the 
result of the election for president and vice-president of the re- 
public, and that the elected officers be notified, and also to pro- 
claim the result of the votes as to the adoption of the constitu- 
tion, and the annexation of Texas to the United States of Amer- 
ica.—Carried. 

The speaker stated to the house the substance of a letter 
from a private individual in New York, signed Woodward; rela- 
tive to certain land claims, soliciting the postponement of any 
. definite action on the subject until his arrival in Texas.—Refer- 
red to the committee on lands. 

The speaker then called thes attention of the house to the 
president’s messages on his table, and some accompanying docu- 
ments: which, on having been read, were referred to the com- 
mittee on the ‘state of the republic. 

The president’s written recommendation of the adoption of 
the seal, and flag of the republic of Texas, was referred to the 
same committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. Baker moved that the orders of the day be taken up, 
and that the rules of order and decorum as submitted by the 
special joint committee, be read. 

They were accordingly read; when, 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

The 16th rule was struck out, and the name of the reporter 
inserted in the 75th rule. 
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And on motion of Mr. Green, - 

Two hundred copies were ordered to be printed, 

The joint resolution as amended, was concurred in by the 
senate. 

Mr. Edwards, from Nacogdoches, presented himself, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. Green would, on reconsideration of the question of 
printing two hundred copies of rules, as moved by Mr. Penning- 
ton, suggested, that these copies be bound up with the constitu- 
tion, in duodecimo form, as presenting a pocket manual easy of 
reference, and portable.—Ordered. 

Mr. Baker moved that the house proceed to the election of 
a sergeant-at-arms. 

The speaker also complained of‘his absence. 

Mr. Green moved, that after the 48th rule, another be in- 
serted appointing thirteen standing committees.—Agreed to. 

The name of Mr. Roman was added to the committee on 
TOR lands, and that of Mr. Hooper to the committee on post 
offices. 

Mr. McKenney to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Green moved that the bill (under the standing order of 
the day) of the honorable the member from Nacogdoches, on 
the revenue, entitled “a bill to negociate a loan on government 
bonds,” be taken up. It was then taken up and referred to the 
committee on ways and means. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

The house adjourned till ten o’clock on Tuesday. 


—fLfro— 


Turspay Moryine, Ocroser 18, 1836. 

The house of representatives met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, at ten o’clock; and 

The journals were read. 

Mr. Branch, chairman of the committee on ways and 
means, reported the bill referred to them for revision, with some 
amendments; which was read. And 

An order for two hundred copies to be printed, agreed to 
on motion of Mr. Green. 

A message from the president was announced, and in ac- 
cordance with usage, laid on the table. 

Mr. Pennington reported on the contested election between 
Messrs. Turner and Garughty; that eighty votes appeared for 


- 


56 


Garughty, and only seven for Turner; that Turner adduced 
evidence to establish the citizenship of six of his number, and 
also to establish the fact, that Garughty’s voters were unknown; 
but not having been able to prove non-residence, or annul their 
legality, the committee were of opinion, that Mr. Garughty was 
entitled to take his seat as the duly elected member for San Pa- 
tricio. | 

Mr. Pennington felt it his duty however, to state, that Mr. 
Turner, since the formation of the report, proffered additional 
evidence, which was deemed important, and he would therefore 
ask permission to submit the whole evidence to the house, which 
was accordingly read. 

Mr. Bymton moved the recommitment of the report then 
before the house, which, after some opposition from Mr. Green, 
was affirmed. 

Mr. Roman moved a resolution that the president be re- 
quested to inform this house, how many persons he has authorised 
to receive subscriptions for the government—who they are—of 
their reports, if any; with a statement of the total amount of 
contributions from any source whatsoever, and by whom made; 
with all other information in his possession relativé to that mat- 
ter.—Carried. 

Mr. White submitted a resolution, that the committee on 
military affairs be requested to draft a bill, defining the time, 
and place, whence volunteers shall date their enrolment; and 
from what period it might be deemed expedient that they re- 
ceive their pay.—Adopted. 

Mr. Lewis asked leave to bring a bill at twelve o’clock to- 
morrow, to be entitled, “An act to provide for taking the cen- 
sus of the republic of Texas.” Granted. 

> The speaker informed the house, that a communication 
from the president had been handed in this morning; and en- 
quired what should be its disposition. 

The house called for the reading, which was complied with. 

Mr. Green moved that the message and accompanying 
documents be referred to the committee on the judiciary.— 
Carried. 

Mr. Green gave notice that at some future day he would 
introduce a joint resolution, expressive of the sense of the con- 
gress, on the unjust and injurious cffect produced in foreign na- 
tions by speculations on the public domain of Texas. 

A message from the senate was announced, availing itself 
of the invitation conveyed by the house of representatives on 
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the-I7th instant, to meet in their hall at twelve o’clock this day. 

Mr. White introduced and read a first time, a bill “entitled 
an aci for confiscating c.rtain property, and for oth: r purposes,” 
ordered to be r. ad a second time to-morrow. 

Mr. Ed ward’s name was added to those on the committee 
on Indian affairs. : 

A bill, introduced by Mr. Baker, was read a first time, en- 
titled “An act to appoint a commissary general, and for other. 

urposes,” was read a first time, and on his motion, was made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, to undergo a second reading. 

The honorabic the members of the senate advanced within 
the bar, and were accommodated with seats. ` 

The speaker proceeded jo the unfolding the election re- 
turns, and having appoini-d 

Messrs. Green and Wharton tellers, who were a:sisted by 
the clerks of both houses; 

The documents resulted in securing the clection of general 
Sam. Houston, by a majority of 4374 votes; and that of M. B. 
Lamar, as vice-president, by a majority of 1629; for the consti- 
tution as it is, 3662; and for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, 3671. = 

The speaker then proclaimed Sam. Houston duly elected 
as president, and M. B. Lamar as vice-president of the republic 
of Texas. 

He also proclaimed the ratification of the constitution by 
its majority, and the annexation of Texas. 

When these proclamations terminated, the senate with- 
drew; the object of thii visit having been finished. 

On motion of Mr. Green, : 

A committee of three was appointed to wait on the presi- 
dent and vice-president, and communicate the speaker’s proc- 
lamation. 

Messrs. Bunton, Archer and Green were appointed. 

The speaker informed the house, that he had a petition 
from Mr. W. E. Miller, of Galveston, which, 

On motion of Mr. Green, 

Was referred to the committee on privileges and elections, 

The house, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, 

Adjourned till three o’clock. 

THREE 0’CLOCK. 

The house met at three o’clock. 

Mr. Green reported that the committee had informed the 
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pea of the result, and were charged with his thanks to the 
ouse for their polite attention; that the vice-president was ab- 
sent, but that that part of their duty should be also complied 
with as soon as practicable. 

Mr. Wright presented a petition from Mrs. Dickinson, 
widow of the late licutenant Dickinson, who gellantly fell at 
the Alamo.—Referred to the commitiec on claims and accounts. 

Dr. Archer presented a petition, bearing sundry signatures 
from persons in Jefferson county, protesting against the honor- 
able Mr. West holding a scat in th. t house.—Referred. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition from persons in the pre- 
cinct of the Neches, praying to be dismembered from Liberty 
county.—Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

The house adjourned on mation of Mr. Baker, till ten 
o’clock to-morrow. 
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f Wenpnespay, Ocrosrr 19, 1836. 

The house met this day pursuant, to adjournment, and 

The clerk read the journal, 

Mr. Baker was appointed translator of the Spanish lan- 
guage. 

Mr. Branch, as chairman of the committee on ways and 
means, reported the following bill for the purpose of raising a 
revenue by direct taxation; which 

On motion of Mr. Green, ; 

Was read a first time, and two hundred copics ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Branch reported a second bill to raise a revenue; also 
ordered to be printed; entitled, 

An act to raise a revenue by import and export duties.” 

A message from the president was here announced. 

Mr. Bunton reported a bill to raise a corps of mounted 
riflemen, and to erect a line of block houses, for the secu:ity of 
the frontier; 

-Which was ordered to be printed; and made the order of 
the day for the twenty-first. 

The speaker informed the house that the president’s mes- 
sage, with accompanying documents, in his opinion, required the 
secret action of the house. = 

The house then resolved itself into secret session. 

And the perusal of the document induced the belief, that 
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the obligation of secrecy might be removed, which was so agreed 
upon. 
j And the documents were referred to the military commit- 

tee, and the doors opened. 

The orders of ihe day were then required; when . 

The bill to negociate a loan of five millions of dollars, was 
subjected to revision in committee of the whole house. 

.On motion of Mr. Bunton, 

It was read by sections. 

The speakcr vacated the chair; and 

Mr. Grecn presided. . 

The principle of the bill remained untouched. 

Some clauses were slightly modified, and a few verbal al 
terations wire agreed upon. 

Mr. Ingram moved that the committee rise, and report 
progress. 

Mr. Grecn, as president, reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again; which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, 

The house adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow. 


he 


Tuurspay, Octoser 20, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and 

The clerk read the journal. 

Mr. Allen, chairman of the commitiee on the state of the 
republic, io whom the president’s message, on the adoption of a 
national seal and standard had been referred, reported an act 
for thcir adoption; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Wharton, as chairman of the committce on military 
affairs, reported the bill providing for the defence of the coun- 
try, by the organization of the militia; which, 

On motion of Mr. Archer, 

Was ordered to be printed, and to be made the order of 
the day for Tuesday. ' 

A message from the senate, and a document from the sec- 
retary of the treasury, were laid on the table. 

Mr. Pennington delivered his report on the contested elec- 
tion of Messrs. Turher and Garughty, recommending the latter, 
on the plea that he and his friends had located land in San Pas 
tricio, with intent to reside there;. but, through the unavoidable 
circumstances of the war, were prevented from carrying their 
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intentions into effect; and the committee had thercfore decided 
on recommending hım as the duly clected member for San Pa- 
tricio. i : 

Mr. Bunton did not like to hear of intentions supplying the 
place of acts, or forming conititutional grounds for tne recom- 
mendation of the committec; and he would therefore move that 
it lis on tne tabl.. 

The mocion to lie on the table was negatived. 

And sir. Garagh'y was invited—sworn—and took his seat. 

Mr. Groen moved that Mr. Turner receive a certificate of 
service and mi] ags; 01 which 

A simuler devote arose to that reported on the subject be- 
for», bev.veea Mr. Green and Mr. Pennington.—Rcsolution car- 
ried. 

The speaker rominded the house of the president's message 
and the serreiary of ihe treasury’s documznt. thon on the table; 
and asked wnai d'sposidoa should be made of them. 

On motion of Air. Gre2n, 

_ . The message was r2ferr.d to the committee on public lands 
and the secrztary’s document to that on claims and accounts: 
after which, 

The house adjourned till three o’clock. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. Me 

The house met at three, 

And resolved itself into a committce on the bill (she order 
of the day) authorising the president to negociate a loan of five 
millions of doilurs. ; 

Some otser verbal amendments were made, end the hill 
was ordered to be engrosscd as amended, and read a t..ird time 
on Monday nex: 

Mr. Allen moved that thg reading of the revenue bill, by 
direct taxation, be postponed until Wednesday.—A greed. 

Mr. White moved a joint resolution, that thc order of gene- 
ral Thomas J. Rusk, establishing certain mail routes, and em- 
ploying carriers, be recogniz2d; and that the paymaster be 
instructed to audit the accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Allin, 

It was Jaid on the table. 

Mr. Bunton moved that the’committec on Indian affairs be 
instructed to enquire into our relations with the tribes of Indians 
from the United States, now in Texas, what has been their con- 
dition since the war commznced,—whcther excited by Mexico, 
—whether colleagued, or in alliance with the Mexicans; and 
that the committee report by bill,—what policy ought to be pur- 
sued towards them.—Carried. à 


61 
Mr. Chenoweth moved to have the laws passed under the 
- provisional government, printed.—Ordered to lie on the table. 


A message from the president was announced, and 

The house then adjourned. i 

~Q 
Fray, Ocroser 2], 1836. 

The house of representatives’ met this day; and 

The journal was read. 

The credentials of Mr.. W. W. Gant, member elect from 
Washington, were submitted and approved. 

The oath was then administered, and he took his seat. 

_ Mr. Pennington, on the part of Mr. McKinney, chairman 
of the committee on claims and accounts, reported that that 
committee audited the claims of Mrs. Dickenson, amounting to 
four hundred and five dollars; and they further recommend that 
Mrs Dickenson and her child be allowed the payment due her 
husband for his services, from the time he entered the service, 
until his death; and also the head-right and bounty land that 
should accrue to him in the event of his survival, and in consid- 
eration of her case, that the chivalry and heroism of her hus- 
band, whose life has been lost at the Alamo, induced them to 
recommend a donation of five hundred dollars to that lady, for 
her maintenance. 

A resolution, moved by Mr. Green, reiterating the terms of 
the report, and claiming ils adoption, was carried. 

Mr. Pennington reported from the committee on privileges 
and elections, that they had examined the evidence, and disa- 
vowed that there were for the contested clection from Jefferson 
for Irion, nineteen, and for West nineteen votes, making a tie: 
and he informed the house of a petition of twenty-four citizens, 
complaining of the returns of both. Neither candidates could 
invalidate tne votes of the other; and the committee recom- 
mended that the president be requested to issue a writ for a 
new election. 

Mr. Irion was heard by counsel, who, on the part of his 
client, expressed his willingness that the house concur in the 
report. i 

The report, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, was agreed to. 

A message from the president was announced; and one 
which lay on the table since yesterday, was referred to the ju- 
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The petition of Mr. Asa Yeamans, an old man, who had 
lost two sons in the wars, claiming relief, was read, and referred 
to the committeean claims and accounts. 

A bill, entitled “An act confiscating certain property, and 
for other purposes,” was read a second time, and committed to 
the judiciary. 

Another act, appointing a commissary general, was refer- 
red to the military committee. 

. Another, for taking the census of Texas, was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. f 
i And a fourth, to reorganise the army of the republic of 
Texas, wss referred to the military committee. 

A joint reso-ution, appropriating payments to couriers, was 
. called up, and read a second time. 

Mr. Bunton’s name was added to the committee on military 
affairs. 

And the house adjourned until three o’clock. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P, Me 

The house proceeded to business at three o’clock. 

A message from the president was then read, relative to the 
tender of his resignation; and; 

On motion of Mr. Archer, 

A commiitec of three, Messrs. Archer, Green, and Allen, 
were appointed to wait on the president, and enquire if the vice- 
president had also resigned.  - 

After the lapse of a few minutes the committee returned, 
and informed the house that the vice-president had tendered his 
resignation to the scnatc. 

Mr. Bunton moved a resolution that the speaker nominate 
a committee, to act jointly with another from the senate, on the 
subject of the president’s last message; and 

Messrs. Wharton, Bunton, and Archer, were appointed. 

The house then adjourned, on motion of Mr. Boyd, until 
to-morrow morning. 
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Saturpay, Octrosrr 22, 1836. 

The house met this day at the usual hour; and 

The journal was read. 

A message from the president was then received, tendering 
his resignation, on the ground of the necessity that all depart- 
ments of the new government should harmonise in its organiza- 
tion; and that no discrepancy should result in any of the co- 
- ordinate parts of the government, from the exercise of powers 
decreed under the former authority, and. to prevent an inter- 
regnum. 

The message was referred to a joint committee of both 
houses, for the purpose of making arrangements for the inaugu- 
ration of the presifient and vice-president elect, and determining 
on a suitable time to accept the resignation, and instal the new 
executive government. 

It was finally arranged that the inauguration take place at 
four o’clock this day, and that Mr. Burnet be invited, with Mr. 
Christy and other gentlemen, within the bar of the house, to ac- 
company the senate, and witness the installation. 

The intermediate part of the:day was occupied in the elec- 
tion of a sergeant-ai-arms, Mr. Harrison having resigned. 

Several were put in nomination, and after sundry ballots, 
Mr. Parker was declared elected. 

The house then adjourned until three o’clock. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. Ms 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Green moved a resolution, vesting authority in the pre- 
sident to select the members of his own cabinet, as the exten- 
sion of that power was somewhat limited by the constitution.— 
The rule was three times suspended, and the resolution passed 
unanimously. 

The senate now advanced with several gentlemen who had 
been invited, and were accommodated with seats within the bar. 


e 


Mr. Archer, from the door, addressed the speaker, and’ 


said: 

Sir;—I have the honor to present to you the president of 
the government ad interim, the president clect of the people of 
Texas, and the vice-president, in their respective characters. 

After which, the congress simultaneously arose, and the 
gentlemen above named, advanced. 

The Speaker said, 

Gentlemen of both houses ;—You are assembled to witness 
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the inauguration of the president and vice-president of the re- 
public of Texas, and the first duty I have to perform, is to ad- 
minister the oath of office; which was read with a clear, em- 
phatic, and solemn voice. After which, 
The speaker proclaimed Sam. Houstun president of the 

republic of Texas; and Mirabeau B. Lamar, vice-president. 

i The president then advanced to the table, and spoke as 
follows: 


Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN: 

Deeply impressed with a sense of the responsibility devolv- 
ing on me, I cannot in justice to myself repress the emotions of 
my heart, or restrain the feelings which my sense of obligation 
tomy fellow citizens, bas inspired—thetr suffrage was gratuitously 
bestowed. Preferred to others, possibly superior in merit to my- 
self, called to the most important station among mankind, by 
the voice of a free people, it is utterly impossible not to feel im- 
pressed with the deepest sensations of delicacy in my present 
situation before mankind. It is not here alone, J ut our present 
attitude before all nations, has rendered my position and that of 
the country one of peculiar interest. 

A spot of earth almost unknown to the geography of the 
age, almost destitute of resources; comparatively few in numbers, 
we modestly remonstrated against oppression; and when invaded 
by a numerous host, we dared to proclaim our Independence 
and to strike for freedom on the breast of the oppressors. As 
yet our course is onward. We are only in the outset of the 
campaign of Liberty. Futurity has locked up the destiny which 
awaits our people. 

Who with apathy can contemplate a situation so imposing 
in the physical and moral world? None! no notone. The re- 
lations among ourselves are peculiarly delicate and important; 
for rio matter what zeal or fidelity I may possessin the discharge 
of my official duties, if I do not obtain co-operation and an hon- 
est support from the co-ordinate departments of the govern- 
ment, wreck and ruin must be the inevitable consequences of my 
administration. 

If then in the discharge of my duty, my competency should 
fail in the attainment of the great objects in view, it would be- 
come your sacred duty to correct my errors and sustain me by 
your superior wisdom. Thismuch I anticipate,—this much I de- 
mand. Iam perfectly aware of the difficulties that surround 
me, and ihe convulsive throes through which my country must 
pass. I have never been emulous of the honors of the eivic 
wreath, when merited, it crowns a happy destiny. A country 
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situated like ours, is environed with difficulties; its administration 
fraught with perplexities. Had it been my destiny, I would in- 
finitely have preferred the toils, privations and perils of a soldier 
to the duties of my present station. Nothing but zeal, stimula- 
ted by the holy spirit of patriotism, and guided by philosophy 
and wisdom, can give that impetus to our energics necessary to 
surmount the difficulties with which our political path is obstruct- 
ed. 

By the aid of your intelligence, I trust all impediments to 
our situation will be removed, that all wounds in the body poli- 
tic will be healed, and that the constitution of the Republic wil 
derive strength and vigor equal to all opposing emergencies. 
I shall confidently anticipate the establishment of constitutional 
liberty. Inthe attainment of this object, we must regard our 
relative situation to other countries. 

A subject of no small importance to our welfare, is the sit- 
uation of an extensive frontier, bordered by Indians, and sub- 
ject to their depredations.—Treaties of peace and amity and 
the maintainance of good faith with the Indians, present them- 
selves to my mind as the most rational ground on which-to ob- 
tain their friendship. Abstain on our part from aggression, es-. 
tablish commerce with the different tribes, supply their useful 
and necessary wants, maintain even handed justice with them, 
and natural reason will teach them the utility of our friendship. 

Admonished by the past, we cannot in justice disregard our 
national enemies. Vigilance will apprise us of their approach, 
a disciplined and valiant army, will insure their discomfature. 
Without discrimination and system, how unavailing would all 
the resources of an old and overflowing treasury prove to us. 
It would be as unprofitable to usin our present situation, as the 
rich diamond, locked in the bosom of the adamant. 

We cannot hope that the bosom of our beautiful prairies will 
soon be visited with the balmy breczes of peace. We may a- 
gain look for the day when their verdure will be converted into 
dies of crimson. We must keep all our energies alive, our army 
organized and disciplined and increased agreeably to our present 
necessities. With these preparations, we can meet and van- 
quish despotic thousands. This is the attitude which we at pre- 
sent must regard as our own. Weare battling for human lib- 
erty; reason and firmness must characterise our acts. 

The course which our enemies have pursued has been op- 
posed to every principle of civilized warfare—bad faith, inhu- 
manity and devastation, marked their path of invasion. We 
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were a little band, contendirg for liberty—they were thousands, 
well appointed, munitioned and provisioned, seeking to rivet 
chains upon us,or extirpate us from the earth. Their cruelties 
have incurred the universal denunciations of Christendom. 
They will not pass from their nation during the present genera- 
tion. : 
The contrast of our conduct is manifest: We were hunted 
down as the felon wolf; our little band, driven from fastness to 
fastness; exasperated to the last extreme, while the blood of our 
kindred and our friends, was invoking the vengeance of an offen- 
ded God—was smoking to high heaven, we met the.enemy and 
vanquished them. They fell in battle or supliantly kneeled, 
and were spared. We offered up our vengeance at the shrine 
of humanity, while christianity rejoiced at the act, and viewed 
with delightful pride the ennobling sacrifice. The civilized 
world, contemplated with proud emotions, conduct which reflec- 
ted so much glory on the Anglo Saxonrace. The moral effect 
has done more towards our liberation, than the defeat of the 
army of veterans; When our cause has been presented to our 
friends in the land of our origin} they have embraced it with the 
warmest sympathies. They have rendered us manly and efli- 
cient aids. They have rallied to our standard, they have fought 
side by side with our warriors. They have bled and their dust 
is mingling with our heroes. 

- At this moment I discover numbers around me, who bat- 
tled in the field of San Jacinto and whose chivalry and valor, 
have identified them with the glory of the country, its name, its 
soil, and its liberty. Theresits a gentleman within my view, 
whose personal and political services to Texas, have been inval- 
uable. He was the first in the United States to espouse our 
cause. His purse was ever open to our necessities. His hand 
was extended to our aid. His presence among us and bis re- 
turn to the embraces of his friends, will inspire new efforts in 
behalf of our cause. [The attention of the Speaker and that 
of Congress, were directed to Wm. Christy Esq, of New Or- 
leans, who sat, by invitation, within the bar.] _ 

_ A circumstance of the highest import will claimrthe atten- 
tion of the court of Washington. In the election which has 
recently transpired, the important subject of annexation to the 
United States of America was submitted io the consideration of 
the people- They have expressed their feelings and their wish- 
es on that momentous subject. They have with an unanimity 
unparallelled declared that they willbe reunited to the great re- 
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publican family of the North. The appeal is made by a wil- 
ling people. Will our friends disregard it? They have already 
bestowed upon us their warmest sympathies. Their manly and 
generous feelings, have been enlisted in our behalf. We are 
cheered by the hope that they will receive us to a participancy 
of their civil, political and religious rights and hail us welcome, 
into the great family of freemen. Our misfortunes have been 
their misfortunes; our sorrows too have been theirs, and their 
joy at our success, has been irrepressible. 

A thousand considerations press upon me, each claiming 
attention. But the shortness of the notice of this emergency, 
will not enable me to do justice to those subjects, and will 
necessarily induce their postponement for the present, 

[Here the President paused, for a few seconds, and disin- 
gaged his sword.] It now sir, becomes my duty to make a pre- 
sentation of this sword, this emblem of my past office! [The 
President was unable to proceed further; but having firmly clinch- 
ed it with both hands, as if with a farewell grasp, a tide of va- 
ried associations of ideas rushed upon him in the moment, his 
countenance bespoke the workings of the strongest emotions, 
his soul seemed to have swerved from the hypostatic union of 
the body, to dwell momentarily on the glistening blade;and the 
greater part of the auditory, gave outward proof of their con- 
geniality of feeling: It was in reality a moment of deep and 
exciting interest. After this pause, more eloquently impressive 
than the deepest pathos conveyed in language, the President 
proceeded. | 

I have worn it with some humble pretensions, in defence of 
my country; and should the danger of my country again call 
for my services, I expect to resume it and respond to that call, 


if needful, with my blood and my life. 


The Vice President then arose and spoke as follows : 
Mr. PRESIDENT AND Mr. SPEAKER, 

And you Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

Permit me to embrace this opportunity of expressing my ` 
sincere acknowledgements, for the honor conferred upon me by 
the free, unbiassed. suffrages of my fellow-citizens. Isay free 
and unbiassed, because their voice has not been. purchased by 
the arts of the demagogue, or by any conduct incompatible with 
the strictest principles of honor. The station to which I am 
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called, has been generously bestowed without solicitation; and 
therefore do I feel a more lively gratitude, and if possible a deep- 
er sense of its obligations. How far I may be deserving such 
flattering manifestation of public partiality, remains to be prov- 
en by my future conduct,—my deeds and not my words must fix 
my character. I have no promises of great fidelity to.offer— 
they are easily made; more easily broken. All that I can say is, 
that I come into oflice free and untramelled; without avarice to 
gratify and without revenge to satiate. The best pledge that I 
can tender, is to be found in the fact, that my temporal inter- 
ests, as well as my reputation, which is dearer than all. is identi- 
fied with the prosperity and character,of Texas. If I perform 
my duty properly, I shall be abundantly rewarded by internal 
peace and public approbation—if otherwise, it will rest with 
those whose confidence I abuse, to punish the defalcation. The 
duties of my station are plain and simple—of easy execution— 
requiring but a moderate share of talents, and involving no high 
responsibility. As Vice-President merely, I shall not: be invest- 
ed with official means, to accomplish much, either of good or 
evil. The positive power—the active authority—which might 
fall to my lot by unhappy contingency, I sincerely pray that I 
may never be called upon to exercise, since it could devolve up- 
on me only through national calamity. Upon you, gentlemeéh, 
and not upon any branch of the executive department, rests thè 
good or evil destiny of this Republic. Mine is a station of hon- 
or—yours of action and responsibility. You have been convok- 
ed for high and solemn purposes, with duties to perform, and ob- 
ligations to discharge, involving the most sacred principles of Li- 
berty and the deepest interest of humanity. A brave and virtu- 
ous people, struggling for freedom and independence, have made 
you the depository of their highest gift, and the permanent weal 
or woe of our country, depends upon the fidelity or selfishness 
with which you shall execute the trusts reposed. If, discarding 
all the meaner propensities of fallible nature, you shall approach 
the task assigned you, with reason for your guide, rectitude your 
policy and the public good your only end and aim, I doubt not 
that you will, under the auspices of Divine Providence, be able 
to pass such laws, and adopt such a system of measures, as will 
result, not only in honor to yourselves, but in great glory and 
happiness to your country. You have it now in your power to 
open a fountain-of legislation, which tho’ a little stream at pre- 
sent fertilizing as it flows, will continue enlarging with the lapse 
of time as a rivulet of water widens as it wends its way to the 
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ocean. But if you should prove recreant to the trust confided— 
if listening to the whisperings of ambition and cupidity, you 
should depose the authority of conscience and yield yourselves 
_ up to the dominion of selfish passions, making the demons of gold 
and glory the Gods of your idolatry, it will be impossible to es- 
timate the extent of mischief which must inevitably flow, not 
only to the living, but to many a coming geperation. The evils 
may be boundless and irremediable; and at a crisis like the pre- 
sent, when the hopes of your own counirymen, and the eyes of 
all civilized nations are turned upon you, any dereliction of du- 
ty; any sad betrayal of confidence, could not fail to draw down 
upon yourselves the scorn of carth, and upon our country, the 
wrath of Heaven. If ever there was a a time when all selfish- 
ness should be sacrificed upon the holy altar of patriotism, now 
is that time. We are in the midst of a revolution—struggling 
for a separate national existence—laboring under many serious 
and alarming disadvantages—almost destitute of civil govern- 
ment—trembling, as it were, upon the verge of anarchy—with 
too little credit abroad, and too much of the fiery elements of dis- 
cord at home. To extricate ourselves from this fearful condi- 
tion, will require, not only all our mental energies, but an exer- 
tion of the very highest order of moral worth. The least devi- 
ation from the direct path of wisdom and of virtue, may bring 
woes innumerable upon our country and loose to us forever, all 
those blessings which we hope to gain by the restoration of 
peace and the erection of a free and independent government. 
Hence, gentlemen, those venial indulgencies and selfish motives 
of legislation, which under ordinary circumstances might be pro- 
ductive of temporary mischief only and passed by without pun- 
ishment, would under the existing condition of things—in our 
present attitude to the world—be in us, turpitude of the deep- 
est dye, meriting the chastisment of universal execration. I 
hope that we are all fully impressed with the truth of this obser- 
vation. I flatter myself that each one of us has assembled here 
with a due sense of our high obligations to God and our country, 
and that we shall be able to bring to bear upon our labors, all 
those exalted feelings and ennobling sentiments which adorn 
and dignify humanity, and which the present, as well as the fu- 
ture prospects of the Republic so imperiously require. Let me 
entreat you then, gentlemen, to. put away from you every evil 
propensity and every selfish consideration that may stand in the 
way of a prompt and faithful disgharge of duty. Let all private 
fueds be buried in the public god. Let there be no envy—no © 
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rivalry, save in the sacrifice which each shall make for the weal 
ofall. Influenced by these feelings—animated, as I know you 
will be, by patriotism, and guided in your councils by wisdom, 
your constituents will anticipate the happiest results. They will 
look forward to the pleasing period, when “grim visaged war 
shall smoovhe his wrinkled front,”’—when the sun of peace shall 
shed its vivifying beams over our quieted land—when our green 
fields shall wave with the luxuriant harvest—when our com- 
merce shall ride dolphin-like upon the distant waters, and Tex- 
as, the morning star of nations, shall exhibit to an admiring 
world, her unrivalled resources, as boundless as her beauty, und 
all guarded and enjoyed by a virtuous and enlightened race of 
heroes, who acknowledge no master but God and who wear no 
bonds but deaih. 


Gentlemen, I should be doing injustice to my own feelings 
if I were to resume my seat without paying to my predeces- 
sor in office, that tribute of respect, to which he is justly entitled, 


` by his public as well as his private virtues. ‘Through the period 


of a long life, the ex-vice president, Governor Zavala, has been 
the unwavering and consistent friend of liberal principles and 
free government. Among the first movers of the revolution of 
his native country, he has never departed from the pure and sa- 
cred principles upon which it was originally founded. His 
steady and undeviating devotion to the holy cause of liberty has 
been amply rewarded, by the high confidence of the virtuous 
portion of two republics. ‘The gentleman, the scholar and the 
patriot, he goes into retirement, with the undivided affections 
of his fellow-citizens; and I know gentlemen, that I only ex- 
press your own feelings, when I say, that it is the wish of eve- 
ry member of this assembly, that the evening of his days be 
as tranquil and happy, as the meredian of his life has been use- 
ful and honorable. i 

After which, ° 

The house then adjourned until ten o’clock on Monday. 
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Monnay, Ocrogrer 24, 1836. 

The house met this day pursuant to adjournment; and 

The journal was read. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the president’s address at length, 
and that of the vice-president be inserted on the minutes of 
the house. 

The speaker appointed Messrs. Baker and Rowe a com- 
mittee on enrolled bills. 

Mr. Wright read a petition from a Mr. Edmund I. Jack- 
son, which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. ` 

A petition from Mr. G. W. Roe was referred to a commit- 
tee of three, composed uf Messrs. Edwards, Allen and Roman. 

Mr. Pennington reported a bill for creating a general post 
office; one hundred copies of which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wharton reported a bill entitled “An act establishing 
rules and articles for the government of the armies of this Re- 
public.” 

One hundred copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Pennington reported on the petition of Mr. Milam, 
claiming a seat from Galveston;—that the law calling members 
of congress in general assembly, had not specified Galveston 
{sland ;—that they could not discover to what district it belong- 
ed, and therefore could not recommend the claims of the peti- 
tioner; but, the committee considered that it might become an 
object of consideration with the committee hereafter, to make 
such appointment for Galveston. 

Mr, Bunton moved the concurrence in the report, which 
was agreed to, and referred to the committee on county boun- 
daries. 

The president’s message, relative to the amount of dona- 
tions and contributions received,—from whom,—and how dis- 
posed, &c., was referred to the standing committee on foreign 
relations, 

The president’s recommendation to pardon John M. Smith, 
and William Smith, was referred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Record’s claims were referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. ; 

The speaker called the attention of the house to the order 
of the day; and 

The act to authorise the president to negociate a loan on 
the bonds of government, was taken up, and underwent some 
amendments in committee of the whole, and passed to its third 
reading. 
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A message from the senate was announced, which was or- 
dered to lie on the table: after which, 

The house adjourned till three o’clock. 

* THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met at the hour appointed. 

Mr. Wharton solicited and obtained leave of absence, to 
obtain books required by the judiciary committee. 

The house concurred in the amendments made by the sen- 
ate io the president’s message. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the house resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill entitled “An act for raising a 
revenue by direct taxation;” when, 

After several amendments, the committee reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The house, 4 

On motion of Mr. Green, : 

Adjourned till ten o'clock ‘to-morrow. 


—LF— 
TurEspay, Ocroser 25, 1836. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment; and 

The journal was, as usual, read. 

Mr. McKenney reported on the petition of James Frazier, 
—that he was entitled to his portion of prize money resulting 
from the capture of the brig Pocket; and recommended that the 
account be audited, and his portion awarded according to his 
rank on board the Invincible. : 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, 

It was recommitted, with instructions to report a joint reso- 
lution.—Carried. 

Mr. Pennington reported on the petition of Don Aldreite, 
who, it appears, had twenty-eight citizen votes, and for Mr. 
Chenoweth, sitting member, sixty-three; and being incompetent 
to decide on the illegality of Aldrette’s votes, referred the mat- 
ter to the decision of the house, in committee of the whofe; 
when, 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The house resolved itself into committee, and declared that 
Mr. Chenoweth, the sitting member, was duly elected. 

Mr. Roman moved a resolution to inquire and report what 
disposition had been made of two brass cannon, given to this 
government by the ladies of the city of Havana.—Ordered to 
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lie on the table until to-morrow. 

Mr. Pennington inquired if there was any chairman of the 
select committee on the contested election of Messrs. Allen and 
Weatherhead—and none having been appointed the Honorable 
Mosely Baker having had the highest number of votes, was, 
named chairman by the speaker. 

Mr. Roman moved a resolution, that the committee on the 
judiciary be instructed to inquire and report whether the citi- 
zens who served in the present war are entitled to bounty lands 
for such services. 

Mr. Allen moved the adoption of the resolution.—Carried. 

Mr. White moved a joint resolution of both houses, that 
the ordinance granting bounties of land to volunteers from the 
United States and other places, shall be extended to persons 
who rendered service in the army of Texas, agreeably to the 
ordinance granting the land. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table till to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Pennington moved a resolution that the committee on 
military affairs be instructed to report what shall be the pay of 
the cavalry now in service, or that have hitherto served; and 
what additional allowance shall be made to those who furnished 
their own horses and equipments, &c.; and whether they be al- 
lowed compensation for horses lost in such service.—Carried. 

Mr. Gant moved a resolution, that the president be re- 
quested to furnish all the information in his power relative to 
the transactions of the agents sent to the United States, Messrs. 
Austin, Archer, and Wharton; and also all copies of contracts, 
and sales of public lands, 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow. 

The house adjourned till three o’clock. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

At three o’clock the house met; and 

’ On motion of Mr. Green, resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the bill entitled “ An act to raise a revenue by 
direct taxation.” 

Some amendments having been agreed upon, the chairman 
Mr. Bunton, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

A message was announced from the president; and 

On motion of Mr. Green, 

The house resolved itself into secret ‘session; and at its 
rising, 

Adjourned until ten o’clock to-morrow, t 

On motion of Mr. Rowe. 
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Wenpnespsy Morning, Ocroser 26, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

And tbe clerk having read the journals of the former day, 

Mr. Garaghty moved to re-consider the report of the com- 
mittee on claims and accounts, in the case of Edmund T. Jack- 
son; and the question being taken, was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Roman moved that the said report be stricken from the 
journals ofthis house; and the question being taken, was decid- 
ed in the affirmative. - 

Mr. White presented the petition of Mrs. Mary Millsaps, 
which being read, 

On motion of Mr. White, was referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. 

Mr. Fisher, chairman of the committee on naval affairs, 
made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker:—Your committee on naval affairs, to whom 
was referred the report of the acting secretary of the navy, and 
a resolution calling for an increase of the same, have instructed 
me to submit the following report, and the bill accompanying 
it. From the report of the acting secretary of the navy, that 

_ arm of the national defence appears to be in a most deplorable 
and crippled condition. The Brutus and Invincible are both in 
New-York, in a situation which prevents their services from be- 
ing immediately available, and the Liberty is detained in New- 
Orleans; thus, while momentarily in expectation of a blockade 
from the fieet of the enemy, our whole line of sea coast is de- 
fended by but one national vessel, the Independence, mounting 
seven guns, and four small privateers, each pursuing its own 
prey, and not immediately subject to the orders of this govern- 
ment. While our navy remains in this condition, it is in the 
power of the enemy at his pleasure to cut off our supplies, and 
to seize upon our sea ports. It appears to your committee, that 
the error which has produced the present bad condition of our 
navy has been radical, and co-existent with its first formation, 
in order to raise a naval force sufficient to cope with that of the 
enemy, the government was forced to purchase such vessels as 
could be most easily procured; these were vessels, either origin- 
ally unfit for the purpose intended, or worn out in the merchant 
service, the consequence has been, that these vessels demanded 
daily repairs, and were seldom in a situation for actual service. 
So far in our struggle with Mexico, our navy has proved ade- 
quate to the protection of our sea coast, and to the annoyance 


76 


of the enemy—but the navy of the enemy has lately been in- 
creased by the addition of several vessels of the most splendid 
description; it therefore becomes imperiously necessary that our 
navy should be immediately increased in the same ratio. Your 
committee therefore suggest the immediate building, or purchase, 
of the following description of vessels: 
One sloop of war, 600 tons, mounting 24 guns, probable cost 
60,000. 
i One steam vessel, 359 tons, mounting 10 guns, probable cost 
45,000. 
i Two schooners, 200 tons, mounting 11 guns, probable cost 
$30,000. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Bunton, the report was con- 

curred in unanimously. 
AN ACT, 
Providing for an increase of the Navy. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the present naval 
‘ force of the republic shall be (as soon as practicable) increased, 
by the building or purchase of the following number and descrip- 
tion of vessels, viz: one sloop of war, six hundred tons burthen, 
mounting twenty-four guns, and of such a depth of water as will 
enable her to enter Galveston; one steam vessel, three hundred 
and fifty tons burthen, mounting ten guns, rigged asa three mast 
schooner, engine below, and not drawing over eight feet water 
when loaded. And two schooners, mounting eleven guns, two 
hundred tons each, carrying two topsails, and not to draw over 
eight feet and a half water.’ 

See. 2. Be it further enacted, &c., That the president shall 
forthwith, by and with the consent of the senate, appoint some 
proper person or persons, whose duty it shall be immediately to 
proceed to the United States of America, and purchase, or con- 
tract for, and superintend the building of the above named num- 
ber and description of vessels. Read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, 

Resolved, That the committee on claims and accounts, be 
instructed to report by bill, or otherwise, the pay that ought to 
be allowed the mounted riflemen on the frontier, who have act- 
ed, and are still acting as rangers, under the command of cap- 
tain Hill, and colonel E. Burleson; as well as for the payment 
also, of all in similar service. 

Mr. Pennington moved to adopt the resolution. 
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And the question being taken, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

The door-keeper announced a message from the senate, by 
their secretary, Mr. aie 

The speaker invited Mr. Scurry io advance, and deliver 
the same; which, by a rule of the house, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, 

Mr. Billingsley was added to the committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Mr. Green moved to take up the joint resolution, fixing the 
salaries and fees of the officers of this government; which was 
read. 

Mr. Green then moved its adoption. = 

And the question being taken, was decided in the affirma- 
tive. Whereupon, 

The speake1 appointed Messrs. Green, McKenney, and 
Archer, a joint committee, to act with the committee appointed 
on the part of the senate. i 

The Speaker càlled the attention of the house to a joint re- 
solution, allowing the Vice-President a private secretary, which 
being read by the clerk, and making opposition, the Speaker put 
the question, shall this resolution be rejected: and the question 
being taken, was decided in the affirmative. i 

The Speaker informed the house that there was on the ta- 
ble a bill to provide against Indian depredations, passed in the 
senate on the twenty-fifth instant; which was taken up, read a 
first time, and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Roman moved that the joint resolution relative to the 
two brass cannon, donated to the government by the ladies of 
Havana, be adopted, and the question being taken, was decid- 
ed in the affirmative. 

Mr. White moved that the joint resolution of yesterday 


. granting lanes to volunteers, etc. be taken up, which was read a 


first time, and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the joint resolution requiring the 
president to lay before this house certain information in his pos- 
session relative to the agency of Messrs. Archer, Austin, and 
Wharton, was taken up and read a first time: and 

Mr. Archer moved its adoption; but before the vote was 
taken, 

Mr. Green offered an amendment which was accepted by 
the mover. l , 

Mr. Bunton offered an amendment to the amendment which 
was also accepted by the mover. 
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The resolution was then read as amended, in the words fol- 3 
lowing: l d 

Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish to this $ 
house a statement of the application ofthe funds which came in- 
to the hands of Messrs. Archer, Austin and Wharton, as agents 
of this government; and also the application of the donations of 
Mr. H. R. W. Hill, of Nashville, Tennessee, and of that of Mr. 
St. John, of Mobile, each for the sum of five thousand dollars; 
and also the donation of five hundred dollars made by Mr. Hen- 
ry M. Clay to this government. 

Whereupon, Mr. Archer moved to adopt the resolution as 
amended, and the question being taken, was decided in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. Baker asked leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 
“An act authorizing the president to negotiate a loan on the 
bonds of the government, for five hundred thousand dollars;— 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Resolved, 'That the committee on county boundaries be in- 


structed to report a bill defining the boundaries of the a, 
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tive counties of this Republic. 
Mr. Bunton moved to adopt the resolution, and the ques 
tion being taken, was decided in the afirmative, 


P On motion of Mr. Green, the house adjourned till 3 o’clock 
M. 
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THREE O’CLOCK, P, Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. ' 

On motion of Mr. Green, . i $ 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole $ 
house on the unfinished business of yesterday, entitled an act to 
raise a revenue by direct taxation. 

Mr. Rowe was called to the chair, 

And after some time spent therein, 

Mr. Bunton moved that the committee rise, report progress 
and ask leave to sit again; and the question being taken, was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Whereupon, the Speaker resumed his seat, and 

Mr. Rowe, chairman of the committee, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again, which being granted, 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, the house adjourned till to-mor- 
row morning at 10 o’clock. l 
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Txorspay Mornine, Ocrosnrer 27th, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The clerk read the proceedings of the preceding day. 

Mr. Green presented the petition of Mr. Erastus Smith, 
read; and on motion of Mr. Green, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 
made a report. l 

The judiciary committee, to whom was referred the com- 
munication of the President, on the subject of John and Wil- 
liam Smith, convicted of the murder of Alford Carroll, have 
had the same under consideration; and have instructed me to 
report,—the subject is one exclusively appertaining to the execs 
utive, and recommend that the papers be transmitted to that de- 
partment of the government, and request to be discharged 
from the further: consideration of the same. 

Whereupon Mr. Pennington moved :to concur in the re- 
port, and the question being taken was decided in the affirma- 
tive. i 

Mr. Green, chairman.of the joint committee on the part of g” 
the house, reported a compensation bill, for the list of civil offi- 
cers. 

Mr. Green moved to lay the report on the table, and the 
question being taken was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green asked leave to introduce a bill entitled an act 
for the relief of Erastus Smith, and the question being taken 
was decided in the affirmative; and there being no opposition, 
Mr. Green moved, that the bill and petition be read a second 
time, on Monday next, and that it be the order of that day: but 
before the matter was considered, Mr. Archer moved that, the 
rule be suspended, and that the bill be now read a second time; 
and the question being taken, was decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Green’s motion to 
make the bill and petition the order of the day for Monday next; 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Cheneworth asked leave to introduce a bill, entitled 
an act making provision for the soldiers, and widows of soldiers, `+ 
at the town of Columbia, and the question being taken, was de- 
cided in the affirmative. The bill was read a first time, Mr. 
Cheneworth moved to suspend the rule, and read the bill a se- 
cond time. Messrs. Bunton and Archer opposed it, Messrs. 
Rowe, Green and Cheneworth in support of the motion; and the 
question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. ; 

The bill was then read a second time., Whereupon the 
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speaker informed the house that the bill was now ready for a- 
mendment or commitment. 

Mr. Boyd moved that the rule be further suspended, and 
that the bill be read a third time, and the question being taken, 
was decided in the affirmative. i 

Mr. Green moved that the bill be read a third time, on its 
final passage, and the question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The bill was then read a third time, on its final passage, 
and the question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker called the attention of the house to the orders 
of the day; frst upon the bill entitled an act to raise a revenue 
by direct taxation. 

Mr. White moved that the house resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole house on said bill, and the question bemg 
taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. White was called to the chair; and after some time 
spent therein, Mr..gpeaker Ingram, moved that the committee 
rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again, and the question 
being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker resumed his seat. 

When Mr. White chairman of the committee reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again; and the question being ta- 
ken, was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green moved to adjourn, till 3 o’clock P. M., and the 
question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

3 O'CLOCK P. Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Green asked leave to introduce a bill for the benefit 
of William Christy esq., of the city of New Orleans, and the 
question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green motioned to Jay the billon the table, and the 
question being taken, was decided in the aflirmative. 

Mr. Grant moved to reconsider the vote to lay the bill on 
the table, and the question being taken, was decided in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. Grant moved that the orders of the day be suspended 
and the question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was read a first time, and opposition being made. 
thereto, the speaker put the question, shall this bill be rejected? 
_ Which was decided in the negative, and the bill was order- 
ed to a second reading on to-morrow. 

The door keeper announced a message from the President, 
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by Mr. Record; the speaker invited Mr. Record to advance and 
deliver the same. 

Whereupon the clerk read the message and accompanying 
documents. 

Mr. Baker moved to lay them on the table, and the ques- 
tion being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
house, on the bill entitled “An Actto raise a revenue by direct 
taxation.” 

Mr. Pennington was called to the chair, 

And afier some time spent therein, Mr. Archer moved that 
the committee rise, report progress, and ask leave to sil again; 
and the question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker resumed his seat. 

Mr. Pennington, chairman of the committee, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave tosit again; and the question being taken, 
it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Archer moved to adjourn till Monday morning next, 
10 o’clock, and the question being taken, was decided in the neg- 
ative. f 

Mr. Green asked leave of absence for two days, and the 
question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Archer, 

The house adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Fripay Mornine, Ocroprr 28, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day was read by the clerk. 

Mr. Baker presented the petition of Messrs. G. & T. H. 
Borden, which being read, was referred, on motion of Mr. Ba- 
ker, to the committee on claims and accounts. 

The Speaker presented the memorial of Mr. Zechius Ham- 
lin, which was read. 

Mr. Baker moved to lay tlie memorial on the table; 

And the question being taken, was decided in the aflfirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 


made the following 
REPORT, 


The judiciary committee, to whom was referred the message 
of the President with the petition of Mr. S. B. Dickinson and J. 
K 
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M. Wolf, Esq. requesting to be recognized as citizens, and also 
the instructions of the house to report the power of Congress un- 
der the constitution, to grant letters of citizenship, have had the 
same under consideration, and have insiructed me to report: 

That the evidence furnished by the parties, leaves no doubt 
in the minds of the committee, that they were actual residents 
of Texas at the period stated by them in their memorial; and 
did the constitution so warrant, your committee would have re- 
commended that the prayer of the petitioners be granted. The 
powers of Congress are, however, restricted by the provisions of 
the constitution, and the mode and manner of acquiring citizen- 
ship is so clearly marked out in that instrument, that Congress 
can do nothing more than pass those laws necessary to carry in- 
to effect its provisions on that subject. 

Sec. 10th, of the general provisions of the constitution, de- 
clares that “all persons (Africans, the descendants of Africans, 
and Indians excepted,) who were residing in Texas on the day of 
the Declaration of Independence, shall be considered as citizens of the 
Republic, and entitled to all the privileges of such;” who were resi- 
dents of Texas previous to the Declaration of Independence, is 
a question of fact to be determined by the proper tribunal þe- 
fore whom an issue on the subject may be formed; and is a ques- 
tion of fact to be determined by proof. For instance, ifa per- 
son’s right to vote is challenged on the ground of his not having 
been a resident of Texas previous to the Declaration of Indepen 
dence, the question will be determined by the proof that either 
party may bring forward; and if the proof shews that he was a 
resident, his right of citizenship for that particular purpose is es- 
tablished ;—So, also, if the question of citizenship is disputed in 
a court of justice, evidence is taken to ascertain the truth—and 
as the proof may be, so will be the decision. The question 
whether er not the petitioners were citizens at the time as stated 
by them, is then a question of fact, which they must sustain by 
proof, before whatever tribunal their right may be questioned, 
and no legislative action on the part of Congress can either give 
or take away the right of citizenship. 

Sec. 6th, of the general provisions of the constitution, de- 
clares the mode and manner in which citizenship may be ac- 
quired by those who emigrate to Texas subsequent to the De- 
claration of Independence; ` 

“All free white persons who shall emigrate to this Republic, and 
who shall, after a residence of six months, make oath before some 
competent authority, that he intends to reside permanently in the same 
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and shall swear to support this constitution, and that he will bear 
irue allegiance to the Republic of Texas, shall be entitled to all the 
privileges of citizenship.” , 

A positive act is required on the part of this latier class, not 
required of the first—and that act is to take the oath as prescri- 
bed before some proper tribunal, after a residence in the coun- 
try of six months. The proper tribunals are the present officers 
authorized by law to administer oaths; but it is not only the pro- 
vince, but the duty of this Congress, to enact suitable laws to 
carry into effect this provision of the constitution, in order that 
the testimony of citizenship may be perpetuated in after times. 
Your committee will close this report with their opinion that, 
the constitution being the paramount law of the land, and ex- 
pressly declaring who are citizens, and also expressly providing 
in what manner others may become citizens, that this Congress 
cannot in any manner alter, abridge or extend those provisions, 
and that of cousequence the right of citizenship cannot be ac- 
quired by legislative provision; and your committee ‘request the 
concurrence of the house. 

MOSELY BAKER, 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee. 

Whereupon, the Speaker put the question, will the house 
concur in the report? which was unanimously decided in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. Gant moved to have five hundred copies printed for 
public use, and the question being taken, was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. Archer moved that the printer be requested to print 
the report in the Telegraph two weeks in succession. 

And the question being taken, was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

_ Mr. Baker moved to take up a joint resolution in relation 
to bounty lands, etc. 

And the, question being taken, was decided in the afirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Baker moved to suspend the fiftieth rule of this house 
for the day. t 

And the question being taken, was decided in the afirma- 
tive—whereupon, 

Mr. Baker offered an amendment to the resolution, in the 
words following: 

“And be it further resolved, that all volunteers who have 
entered the service of Texas since the first day of July last, shall 
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be, and are hereby entitled to receive the same pay, and the 
same bounty in land, as those who entered the service -between 
the 17th of March and Ist of July last.” 

And the question being taken, was decided in the afirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Bunton moved to refer the resolution, as amended, to 
the committee on military affairs. 

And the question being taken, was decided in the afirma- 
tive. . 
On motion of Mr. Bunton, 

` A joint resolution and report of the committee on claims 
and accounts, for the relief of Mrs. Dickerson, was taken up and 
read. 

Mr. Baker moved to refer the report and resolution to a 
select committce, but before the question was taken, 

Mr. Archer moved to adjourn till Monday next at ten o°- 
clock, A. M., and the question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The Speaker then announced that the house stood adjourn- 
ed till Monday morning at 10 o’clock. 


—s 
Monpay Ocrosrr 31, 1836. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preceding day being read by the clerk, 

The door-keeper announced a message from the senate, by 
their secretary, Mr. Scurry. 

The speaker invited Mr. Scurry to advance and deliver the 
message; and by a rule of the house, 

It was laid on the table. i 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 
made the following report: 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a 
resolution instructing them to report a bill organising the judi- 
ciary departiment of the government, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report a bill organising 
the district courts; and a bill organising the supreime court.— 
Whereupon, i 

Mr. Wharton moved to suspend the reading of the bills; 
and that one hundred copies of each bill þe`printed for the use 
ot the house. 

And the question being taken, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

i 
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Mr. McKenny, chairman of the committee on claims and 
`~ accounts, to whom was recommitted the report in favor of James 
Frazer, have reconsidered the same, and directed me to make 
the following report. 

From the testimony of T. J. Green, your committee are of 
opinion, that your petitroner, James Frazier, is duly.entitled to 


his portion of the prize moncy of the brig Pocket, agreeably to - 


his rank; and your committee would recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the re- 
public of Texas, in congress assembled, That James Frazier be, 
and he is hereby entitled to dollars, 
his portion of the prize money arising from the sale of the brig 
Pocket and her cargo. 

Be it furthr rcsolced, Yc., That ihe auditor of accounts be 
authorised to audit the said Frazier’s account, for his service on 
the schooner Invincible. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the report be rejected. 

And the question being taken, 

; Was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. White, 

Resolved by ihe senate and house of representatives of the re- 
public of Texas, in congress assembled, That all the lands of this 
republic which have been appropriated agreeably to the exist- 
ing or previous laws of this country. and have been forfeited or 
confiscated by the government of the same, are by this resolution 
appropriated to the use of this government as a means of reve- 
nue; and all occupancies, locations or surveys, made by.indivi- 
duals, for individual purposes, on such lands, are null and of no 
effect. 

Mr. Archer moved its adoption; but before the question 
was taken, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Bunton moved a postponement of any further action on 
the resolution, till Monday next. And 

His motion was lost for want of a second. 

The resolution was then passed to its second reading on to- 
morrow, without opposition. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Resolved, That the report of the committee on claims and 
accounts, on Mrs. Dickinson’s petition, be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report the constitulional power 
of the house, to grant the relief sought. And 

The question being taken, 


v 
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Was decided in the nffirmative. Whereupon, 

The speaker appointed Messrs. Baker, Bunton, and Robin- 
son, such select commiticc. 

On motion of Mr. Green, 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole; 
Mr. Robinson was called to the chair. 

Mr. Wharton moved to take up an act to provide for the 
national defence, by organising the militia. 

And the question being taken, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

The bill being taken up and read by sections, and after 
some time having been spent therein, 

Mr. Green moved that the house rise, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. And 

The question being taken, 

Was decided.in the affirmative. 

The speaker resumed his seat; and 

Mr. Robinson, chairman of the committee, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. And 

The question being taken, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Bunton moved to adjourn till three o’clock, P. M. 

Mr. Baker moved to adjourn till 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Wharton asked the gentlemen to withdraw their mo- 
tions for adjournment, for a few minutes; which being done, 

Mr. Wharton moved to recommit the bill entitled “ An act 
to provide for the national defence, by organising the militia,” 
to a select committee. 

Mr. Baker said he would make a question of order, that the 
bill was now in possession of a committee of the whole house, 
and according to his understanding of the rule, could not be re- 
committed to any other committee. 

The speaker decided that in his opinion, any motion to re- 
commit, would be out of order. And 

The house appearing satisfied with the decision of the 
speaker, the motion to recommit to a select committee, was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

The house adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
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TUESDAY MORNING, Novemper Ist, 1836. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
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The speaker informed the house, that petitions were first in 
order, and none having been presented, l 


The speaker then called for reports from standing commit- 
tees. ; 

Mr. Rowe, in behalf of Mr. Holman, chairman of the com- 
mittee on public lands, made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker, the committee on public lands, have had the 
subject of organizing land offices, under consideration, and beg 
leave to report the following bill, 

An act to organize a general land office, &c. 

Read a first time, and ordered to a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Green, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred the contested election of Messrs. Weatherhead and Al- 
len, of Milam, made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker, the select committee, to whom was referred 
the contested election between Messrs. Weatherhead and Allen, 
from the county of Milam, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and beg leave most respectfully to report, that they. con- 
sider the most equitable way to put an end to their contest, and 
ascertaining the will of the people of said county, do recommend 
that said election be referred back to the people. The free and 
unbiassed choice of the people, should, in the opinion of your 
committee, be the chief consideration; and as doubts have arisen 
as to the legality of some of the voters, they consider this the 
most equitable and judicious mode of ascertaining that will; 
Therefore, 

Be it Resolved, that a writ of election be forthwith issued to 
supply the vacancy. 

Whereupon, Mr. Green moved to adopt the resolution. 
Mr. Baker and two others, called forthe yeas and noes; and 
the question being taken, was decided in the negative. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Archer, 
Brush, Cheneweth, Fisher, Green, Gant, Hooper, Roman, Rowe, 
and Wharton—10. 

‘Fhose who voted in the negative,:were Messrs. Baker, 
Bunton, Billingsley, Boyd, Cartwright, Garaghty, Hill, Lewis, 
McKinney, Pennington, Robinson, Wright, and White—!3. 
The door-keeper announced a message from the President, 
by Mr. Buckannon. 7 

The speaker directed Mr. Buckannon to advance and deli- 
ver the message from his excellency, the President; which, by a 
rule of the house, was laid on the table. ` 
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Mr. Baker moved that Mr. Allen be considered the member 
elect, and that he be invited to take his seat as a member of this 
house. And the yeas and nays being called for by three of the 
members, the speaker directed the clerk to call the names of the 
members for that purpose. 

Mr. Gant requested that the house would excuse him from 
voting on ihe question, as he had recently taken his seat; and 
the question being taken, Mr. Gant was excused. 

The names ef the members being called on the question, 
those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Bunton, Billingsley, Boyd, Cartwright, Hill, 
Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, Pennington, Robinson, Rowe, 
Wright, and White—i4. 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Archer, 
Brush, Cheneweth, Fisher, Green, Garaghty, Roman, and 
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The speaker then requested Mr. Baker to invite Mr. Allen 
to take his seat in this house, as a member; and after a short ab- 
sence, Mr. Baker returned, and reported to the speaker, that he 
had performed the duty assigned him, and that Mr. Allen was 
present. Whereupon, the speaker administered the oath to Mr. 
Allen, as prescribed by the constitution, and Mr. Allen took his 
seat. : 

On motion of Mr. Green, x 

Resolved by the Senate and House sf Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled) That the President of 
this republic be, and is hereby authorized } rthwith, to open a ne- 
gotiation through a minister, with the government of the United 
States, for a recognition of our independence, as a separate, 
sovereign nation, or for the annexation of one that repub. 
ic, as a free and equal state. 

Be it further Resolved, That among the indispensible condi- 
tions of such annexation to the United States , are, Ist. The free 
and unmolested authority over our slave popylation. 2d. The 
guarantec on the part of the United States government, not to 
introduce or settle within the bounds of Texas, any Indian popu- 
lation. 3d. A full and equal guarantee to Texas, of the rights 
of the other states of the Union. 

Be it furiher Resolved, That to.carry out the provisions and 
requisitions of the foregoing resolutions, it shall and may be law- 
ful, ist. Either for the Executive to negotiate a full surrender 
of ‘all the public domain of Texas, after satisfying the bona fide 
pHs claims of individuals, granted by this republic or other- 
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wise; or, 2d. For the Executive to negotiate for such amount 
in money, as, in his opinion, may be equivalent to our public 
debt, with a surrender of jurisdiction to the federal authority of 
the United States government. . 

The resolutions being read a first time, passed to a second 
reading without opposition. 

Mr. White moved that the clerk issue a certificate to Mr. 
Weatherhead for his per diem and mileage pay, as the sitting 
member of this house from the county of Milam up to this date, _ 
to be audited as is that of other members of this congress; and’ 
the question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Cheneweth, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be raised, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring intoand reporting to this house, the laws now in 
force, and which have been in force since the first day of Marché 
last, in relation to the claims of emigrant volunteers who have ar- 
rived in Texas since the first day of March last. Also, to state 
the time said laws shall remain in force. i 

Mr, Cheneweth moved to adopt the resolution; and the 
question being taken, was decided inthe affirmative. 

Whereupon, the speaker appointed Messrs. Cheneweth, 
Fisher, and Allen, of Milam,such committee. 

Mr. Cheneworth offered the following resolation: 

Resolved, That a committce of five be raised, to inquire inta 
the circumstances of General Antonia Lopez de Santa Anna’s 
imprisonment, and report to this house the same, with their opin- 
ion of the course which ought to be adopted towards him in fu- 
ture, with such other matters as they may deem important, in 
connexion with him, as President of the Mexican republic, and 
the relation which he bears to the Texian republic.’ 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. White introduced a bill, to be entitled an act author- 
izing the Treasurer to execute notes to the amount of five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, which being read a a time, passed to a 
second reading without opposition. 

The speaker informed the house, ee was lying on his table 
a message, with accompanying documents, from the President, 
in relation to Mr. Potter, laiesecretary of the navy, under the go- 
vernment ad interim, which being read by the clerk, was, on mo- 
on of Mr. Green, referred to the standing committee on naval 
affairs. 

The door-keeper announced a message from the senate, by 
mar secretary, Mr. Scurry. L 
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The speaker requested Mr. Scurry to advance and deliver 
the message. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Baker, the house resolved it- 
self into asecret session. After some time spent therein, the se- 
cret session rose,and the speaker directed the doors to be opened. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, the house resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole house. Mr. Bunton was called to the 
chair. 

The reporter, Mr. Falvel, informed the house, he was too 
much indisposed to give his attendance for the present, and asked 
leave of absence, until he should recover his health. And the 
question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Wharton moved to take up the bill, entitled an act for 
establishing rules and articles for the government of the armies of 
republic of Texas, which was read by sectiońs, &c.; and after 
some time spent therein, 

Mr. Green moved that the committee of the whole house 
rise, and report the bill as amended, and ask its adoption. And 
the question being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker resumed his seat. 

Mr. Bunton, chairman of the committee, reported that they 
had had under consideration the bill, entitled an act for establish- 
ing rules and articles for the government of the armies of the 
repubuic of Texas, which bill had undergone sundry corrections 

-and amendments, and had been adopted by the committee of the 
whole house as corrected and amended. and that he had been in- 
structed to askits adoption. And the question being taken, was 
decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. Baker moved that the rule be dispensed with, and that 
the bill be read a second time by its title; and the question being 
taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The bill being read a second time by its title, 

Mr. Green moved that the bill be enrolled and read a third 
time on to-morrow. But before the house considered of the 
motion, 

Mr. Baker moved that the rule be further dispensed with, 
and that the bill be read a third‘time, and put on its final pas- 
sage. And the question being taken, was decided in the affi. m- 
ative. 

The bill was then read a third time on its final passage. 

The speaker then put the question, “Shall this bill now 
pass?” And the question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative. 
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On motion of Mr. Bunton, the louse took up the loan bill, 
amended and returned by the senate, which being read, 

Mr. Wharton moved to concur in the amendments made by 

the senate. But before the house considered of the motion, 

Mr. Baker moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning, at ten 
o’clock. And the question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The speaker then announced, that the house stood adjourned 
till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


<fKr— 


Wenpnespay, Novemper 2, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preceding day being read, 

M. Wharton, chairman of the committee on military af- 
fairs, made the following report: - 

Mr. SpeaKer,— 

Your committee, to whom was referred a resolution requir- 
ing of them to specify the time at which the pay of volunteers 
from the United States should commence; and also, a resolution 
extending bounty lands to the citizen volunteers of Texas; and 
also, to volunteers from the United States who have arrived 
since the Ist day of July last, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and have instructed me to submit the following report and 
resolutions: 

Your committee are of opinion, that the pay of volunteers 
should commence from the time of their embodying and leaving 
home, for the purpose of joining in our present struggle; pro- 
vided, that said time shall not exceed sixty days, and that their 
term of service should commence at the time of their being mus- 
tered into service in this country. oe 

Your committee are further of opinion, that those volun- 
teers who have arrived since the Ist day of July last, are justly 
entitled to the same pay, bounty lands, &c. as those who have 
arrived since the {st day of March lasi, inasmuch as they were 
invited into the country at a time when we expected an imme- 
diate invasion. : 

Your committee are also of opinion, that the same bounties 
should be extended to all persons who have rendered service in 
the army of the republic of Texas. Under this view of the sub- 
ject, the committee concludes, by recommending to the house 
the adoption of the following resolutions: 
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Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the pay of volun- 
teers from the United States and elsewhere, shall commence 
from the’ time of their embodying and leaving home; provided, 
said time shall not excced sixty days, and their term of service 
shall commence at the time of being mustered into service in the 


E ane 


republic of Texas. 

Be tt further resolved, &c. That the provisions of the ordi- 
nance granting bounty lands to volunteers from the United 
States, and elsewhere, be extended to all. who have rendered. 
service in the army of the republic of Texas. 

And be it further resolved, &c. That all volunteers who have 
entered the service of the republic of Texas since the Ist day of 


,July last, shall be entitled to the same pay and bounty of lands 


as those who entered the service prior to that time. 

Which was read a first time; 

And there being no opposition, was ordered to a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Fisher, 

Resolved, 'That the military committee be instructed to in- 
quire into, and report the present condition of the medical de- 
partment, the number of officers attached to the same, the quan- 
tity of medicines on hand, &c. 

The door-keeper announced a message from his excellency 
the president, by Mr. Record. 

The speaker invited Mr. Record to advance and deliver 
the message. Which, 

By arule of the house, together with the accompanying 
documents, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hooper, 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to report to 


7 this house, in what manner all estrays, such as horses, mules, 


jacks, jinneys, cattle, sheep, goats, and hogs, shall or may be 
taken up, and how the same shall be disposed of. 

Mr. Baker moved to adopt the resolution. And 

The question being taken, 

Was decided in the firmative. Whereupon, 

The speaker appointed Messrs. Hooper, Robinson, and 
Brush, such select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Green, 

Resolved, * That this house order the subscription of two hun- 
dred copies of the Telegraph, for the use of the members during 
the present session of congress. 
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Mr. Green moved to adopt the resolution; and 

The question being taken, ' 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker informed the house, that there was lying on 
his table a message from the president, and accompanying docu- 
ments; to which he called the immediate attention of the house; 

And the same being read, 

Mr. Archer moved that the president’s message and accom- 
panying documents, be referred to the standing committee on 
military affairs. ig 

And the question being taken, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Resolved, That a select committee of three persons be ap- 
pointed to act with such committee as may be appointed-on the 
part of the senate, to consider of all such communications as may 
be communicated by general Santa Anna; to act on such reso- 
lutions as may be adopted by either branch of congress in rela- 
tion to him, or the other prisoners of war. 

Mr. Pennington moved to adopt the resolution. 

And the question being taken, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker then called the attention of the house to the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Green moved to take up the bill entitled “An act for 
the relief of Erastus Smith.” And f 

The question being taken, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green moved to amend the bill by adding after the 
word “league,” the words “and labor.” And 

The question being taken, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. White moved that the bill be engrossed as amended, 
and read a third time on to-morrow. And 

The question being taken, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker called the attention of the house to the unfin- 
ished business of yesterday. : 

Mr. Green moved that the bill entitled “An act to negoci- 
ate a loan of five millions of dollars on the bonds of the govern- 
ment,” be taken up; it being the unfinished business of yester- 
day. And ; 

The question being taken, 
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` It was decided in the affirmative, 

And the bill being read, 

Mr. Gant moved that it be read by sections. And 

The question being taken, 

Jt was decided in the afirmative. 

The first section being read; 

Mr. Green offered an amendment; but before the question 
was taken, 

Mr. Baker made a question of order; whether the honse 
could amend, having heretofore adopted the bill, and sent it to 
the senate for their concurrence? 

The speaker decided the motion to be out of order. 

Mr. Wharton moved to concur with the amendments. And 

The question being taken, it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Baker moved that the clerk inform the senate, that the 
house of representatives have dissented to the amendments made 
by the senate to “ An act to authorise the negociating a loan on 
the bonds of the government, not to exceed five millions of dol- ` 
lars.” And 

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, 

The house adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. BA 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Mr. White moved to reconsider the vote taken on the loan 
bill. 

Mr. Green made a question of order; inasmuch as the bill 
had been sent to the senate, he considered it out of possession 
‘of the house. 

The speaker decided Mr. White’s motion to be in order. 

Mr. Baker made a question of order, on the. ground that 
the bill had been sent to the senate:—the clerk informed the 
house that before he could deliver the bill to the senate, they 
had adjourned; and that the bill was then in the possession of 
the house. Mr. Baker then stated his understanding to be, that 
the direction given to the clerk to deliver the bill to the senate, 
must be suspended first, before Mr. White’s motion would be in 
order. 

The speaker decided that Mr. White’s motion was in order. ` 

The question then being taken on Mr. White’s motion, by 
ayes and nays,it was decided in the affirmative. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were: Messrs. Archer, 
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. Branch, Billingsley, Brush, Chenoweth, Fisher, Gant, Garughty, 
Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKenny, Robinson, Wharton, White, 
Those who voted in the negative, were: Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Boyd, Cartwright, Green, 
Hill, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, and Wright—11. Whereupon 

Mr. White moved a concurrence with the amendments of 
the senate. 

And the question being taken by ayes and noes, was decided 
in the negative. . 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were: Messrs. Archer, 
Branch, Brush, Fisher, Garughty, Lewis, Robinson, Wharton, 
and White—9. 

Those who voted in the negative, were: Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Billingsley, Boyd, Cheno- 
weth, Cartwright, Green, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Holman, McKen- 
ny, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright—17. 

On motion of Mr. Archer, 

The house adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o’clock. 


—f<Lfr>— 


Tuurspay, Novemser 3, 1835. < 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. _ 

The journals of the preceding day being read; 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, . 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to report to this house, what laws are now in force, gran- 
ting to emigrants to this government a portion of land, and 
whether it would not be good policy to repeal, or modify the 
same. i ’ 

Mr. Roman moved its adoption, and the question being ta- 
ken, was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington. , 

Resolved, That, one hundred copies of the bill reported by 
the committee on Public Lands, be printed for the use of the 
members, and the question being taken, was carried. 

The Speaker informed the house, that he had appointed 
Messrs. Baker, Roman and Archer, a select committee on the 
part of this house, to act with such other committee as may be 
appointed by the Senate in relation to Gen. Santa Anna and 
other prisoners of war, in accordance with the resolution offered 


on yesterday, by Mr. Baker on that subject. At 
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Mr. Green introduced a bill to be entitled an Act to define 
the boundaries of the Republic of Texas; read a first time, and 
passed to a second reading, without opposition. 

Mr. Green moved to take up the enrolled bill, entitled an 
Act for tne relief of Erastus Smith; and the question being ta- 
ken, was carried. 

The door keeper announced a message from the Senate by 
their Secretary Mr. Scurry. 

The speaker invited Mr. Scurry to advance and deliver it, 
which by arule of the house, was laid on the tables _ 

Mr. Baker said he thought this a proper time to consider of 
the loan bill, as returned by the Senate; and he would therefore 
* move, that a committee of three be appointed, to confer with 
such committee as may be appointed by the Senate. 

The speaker informed Mr. Baker that there was a previous 
question before the house, which was called up by a vote of the 
house, in relation to an act, entitled “an Act for the relief of 
Erastus Smith,” so soon as that question was disposed of his 
motion would be in order, whereupon, 

Mr. Baker withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Green moved to read the bill a third time on its final 
passage, and the question being taken, was carried. 

The bill being read, the speaker put the question, shall this 
bill pass? and the question being taken, was carried. 

The Speaker then asked what shall its title be? 

Mr. Green moved that the title be, An Act for the relief of 
Erastus Smith, and the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Baker then renewed his motion to appoint a select 
committee of conference to confer with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Green made a question of order, 

The Speaker decided that Mr. Baker was in order. 

Mr. Green. appealed from the decision of the speaker to the 
house, and the question being taken, was decided in favour of the 
speaker. f 

The question then recurring upon Mr. Baker’s motion to 
appoint a committee of conference, the question being taken 
was carried; i 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Baker, Allen, 
of Nacogdoches, and Archer, such select committee of confer- 
ence. R 
On motion of Mr. Wharton the house resolved itself intoa 
committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Fisher in the chair. ` 
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Mr. Wharton moved to take up the bill entitled, “an Act 
to provide for the national defence,” by organizing the militia, 
and the question being taken, was carried. 

And after some time spent therein, 

Mr. Billingsly moved, That the committee rise, and in- 
struct their chairman io report progress, and ask leave to sit a- 
gain; and the-question being taken, was carried. 

The Speaker resumed his seat, l 

~ Mr, Fisher chairman of the committee of the whole repor- 
ted, that, they had had the bill entitled “an Act to provide for 
the national defence, by organizing the militia,” under consider- 
eration, had made progress, and asked leave to sit again, and 
the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. White moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning 10 
o’clock. 

And the question being taken was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, 

The house adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. - 

Mr. White moved that the house go into committee of the 
whole house, and the question heing taken, was carried. 

Mr. Fisher was called to the chair. 

Mr. Speaker Ingram moved to take up the bill entitled, “an 
Act to provide for the national defence, by organizing the mili- 
tia,” and the question being taken, was carried. 

After some time spent therein. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the’ committee rise and report, 
that, the bill entitled, “an Act to provide for the national de- 
fence, by organizing the militia, had undergone sundry amend- 
ments, and that the bill amended, had béen adopted in commit- 
tee of the whole, and the committee asked the concurrence of 
the house, and the committec be discharged from the further 
oan thereof; and the question being taken, was car- 
ried. 

‘The Speaker resumed his seat. 

Mr. Fisher, chairman of the committee, reported that, the 
committee of the whole house, have had under consideration the 
bill entitled, “an act to provide for the national defence, by or- 
ganizing the militia,” and had instructed him to report, that, 
the committee had made sundry amendments therein and adop- 
ted the bill as amended, and asked the concurrence of the house; 
and to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. ` 

M 
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Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be engrossed and read a 
third time on day after to-morrow; and the question being ta- 
ken, was carried. F 

The door keeper announced a message from the Senate by 
their secretary Mr. Scurry. 

The Speaker invited Mr. Scurry to advance and deliver it, 
which, by a rule of the house, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Archer moved to reconsider the vote on engrossing the 
bill entitled, “an Act to provide for the national defence, by or- 
ganizing the militia,” and the question being taken, was lost. 

Mr. Wharton moved to take the report and resolutions of 
the military committee on the pay of volunteers &c, and the 
question being taken, was carried, 

The report and resolutions being read asecond time, 

Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be engrossed and read a 
third time day after to-morrow, and the question being taken, 
was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Green the house adjourned till to-mor- 
row morning 10 o’clock. 


—Lf-— 


Fripay morninu, NovemsBer 4th, 1836. 

The house met pursuant io adjournment. 

Mr. McKinney, chairman of the committee on claims and 
accounts, made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker—Your committee on claims and accounts, to 
whom was referred a resolution instructing them to report a bill, 
specifying the pay of rangers who have been in service on the 
frontier, under command of Colonel Burleson and Captain Still, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report a bill, to be entitled “an act specifying the pay of ran- 
gers under the command of Colonel Burleson and Captain Still.” 

Mr. White moved its adoption; but before: the question was 
taken, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, moved to recommit the report to 
the committee on claims and accounts; but before the matter was 
considerdd, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, then moved to refer the report 
and bill, to the standing committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Baker made a question of order. He said this was not 
the proper time. The house must receive or reject the report 


and. bill. 
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Fhe speaker decided that Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, was 
out of order. | 

Mr. Baker then moved, that the report and bill lie on the 
table until its second reading. And the question being taken, was 
carried. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of a select committee of conference on 
the part of tne house of representatives, made the following re- ~ 

ort: 

i The committee of conference appointed by the house, to 
act with such committee as might be appointed on the partof the 
senate, to confer on the matters of difference between the two 
houses, on the subject of the bill, “to authorize the negotiation 
of a loan on the bonds of the government, to the amount of five 
millions of dollars,” have discharged the duties assigned them, 
and both committees have unanimously agreed, that the words 
“senate and house of representatives, shall by joint ballot elect,” 
should be stricken out, and that the words, “the president, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint,” be in- 
serted; and that after the word “therein,” in the 10th section, the 
words, “ public faith and credit,” shall be inserted; and your com- 
mittee ask the concurrence of the house in the same. 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, moved to concur in the report; 
and the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Baker then moved that the clerk forthwith inform the 
senate, of the concurrence of the house; and the question being 
taken, was carried. , l 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee on military 
affairs be authorized io employ a clerk for the benefit of said 
committee, and that said clerk be allowed the same pay as an 
assistant clerk of this house. - 

Whereupon, Mr. Branch moved its adoption. And the 
question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, moved that the clerk of this 
house be authorized to employ a suitable number of enrolling 
clerks, to be entitled to the same pay as assistant clerks, in order 
to expedite the business before the house. And the question 
being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Archer moved that each standing committee be author- 
ized to appoint a clerk, to be entitled to the same pay that the 
assistant clerks of this house are entitled to receive; and the 
question being taken, was lost. 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, moved that the two raoms now 
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occupied by the auditor and comptroller, which had been ap- 
propriated by the committee of arrangements for the use of this 
house, be cleared for the special use of the officers and members 
of this house, and that those in possession of said rooms, be noti- 
fied thereof by the clerk. And the question being taken, was 
carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
passing of this law, the minimum price of public lands be, and 
is hereby fixed and established at one dollar per acre: Provided, 
that this law shall not apply to any previous contracts made by 
this government or their authorized agents, for the sale of pub- 
lic lands, at a less price than one dollar per acre. 

Read a first time, and passed to a second reading without 
opposition, 

Mr. Branch moved to take up from the speaker’s table, an 
act creating certain offices, passed by the senate; and. the ques- 
tion being taken, was carried—which being read a first time, 
passed to a second reading without opposition. 

Mr. Billingsley moved to take up a bill, to be entitled an 
act to raise a corps of riflemen, and for other purposes. 

The clerk informed the house, that the bill was in the 
hands of the printer; when 

Mr. Billingsley withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Billingsley then moved to take up the bill, which origi- 
nated in the senate, entitled “an act for the better protection 
of the frontier;” and the question being taken, was carried— 
which being read a second time, 

Mr. Green moved to refer the bill to the standing commit- 
tee on military affairs; and the question being taken, was car- 
ried. 

Mr. Gant moved to take up the bill, entitled an act to in- 
crease the navy; and the question being taken, was carried— 
which being read a second time, 

Mr. Green moved to strike out the words, “six hundred 
tons burthen;” and the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out the word “depth,” and in- 
sert the word “draft; and the question being taken, was car- 
ried. 4 
Mr. White moved to strike out the words “two hundred 
tons burthen,” and insert the word “each;” and the question . 
' being taken, was carried. 
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Mr. Green offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “Galveston,” and insert the 
following substitute: “ Also two armed steam vessels, drawing, 
when loaded, not exceeding six feet water; built upon the most 
approved plan, and capable of transporting seven hundred and 
fifty men and provisions, each.” And the question being taken, 
was carried. 

Mr. Green moved that the bill be engrossed and read a 
third time on to-morrow; and the question being taken, was 
carried. 

Mr. Green moved that the house resolve itself into a com- 


_ mittee of the whole, oa the bill to raise a revenue by import and 


export duties; and the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Green was called to the chair; and after some time 
‘spent therein, Mr. Billingsley moved that the house rise, report 
progress,and ask leave to sit again; and the question beingtaken, 
was carried. | 

The speaker resumed his_seat, and Mr. Green reported, 
that the committee of the whole had had under consideration the 
bill, entitled an act to raise a revenue by import and export du- 
‘ties; had made progress therein, and asked leave to sit again; 
and the question, “will the house receive the report and grant 
leave?” being taken, was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, - 

The house adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o’clock. 


—hLLf— 


SATURDAY, Novemper 5, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wharton, chairman of the committee on military a£ 
fairs, reported a joint resolution, confirming the contract be- 
tween the government ad interim and major-general Mimicam 
Hunt; which being read a first time, 

Mr. Branch moved to suspend the rule, and read the reso- 
lution a second time forthwith. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. ‘ 

The resolution being then read a second time, 

Mr. Green moved that it be laid on the table for the pre- 
sent. And 

The question being taken, 

Was lost. 
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Mr. Branch moved that the rule be further suspended, and 
that the resolution be read a third time, forthwith. And 

The question being taken, 

Was carried. 

The joint resolution was then read a third time, on its final 
passage. 

The speaker then asked, shall this resolution pass? And 

The question being taken, 

Was decided in the afirmative. 

The speaker then asked, what shall be its title? 

Mr. Baker moved that the title be “A joint resolution con- 
firming the contract with major-general M. Hunt.” 

Mr. Branch moved that the clerk deliver the proceedings 
and resolution forthwith to the senate. ; 

‘Mr. Billingsley, chairman pro tem. of the committee on 
“4 military affairs, reported sundry amendments to a bill entitled 
, “An act for the better protection of the frontier;” which being 

read; 

Mr. Roman moved to recommit the bill and amendments. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, 

Resolved, That the Messrs. Bordens, printers, be instructed 
to print five hundred copies of the reports of the proceedings of 
the house of representatives, under the contract made with said 
printers by this congress, for the use of the members. 

Mr. Pennington moved its adoption. And 

The question being taken thereon, 

It was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, - 

Resolved, That the military oommittee be instructed to rex 
port to this house, as soon as practicable, a mode by which en- 
listments shall be taken, the number of troops that may be raised, 
and the conditions that may be offered by the president to emi- 
grant soldiers, and the powers that he may confer upon recruit- 
ing officers while in the United States, and elsewhere. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved its adoption. And 

The question being taken, 

It was decidcd in the negative. 

The door-keeper announced a message from the senate, by 
their secretary, Mr. Scurry. 

The speaker invited Mr. Scurry to advance and deliver it. 

Which, being read a first time, passed to a second reading 
without opposition. 
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Mr. White moved that the house resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the unfinished business of yesterday, to 
wit: “An act entitled ‘An act to raise a revenue by import and 
export duties.’ ” i 

The question being taken thereon, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green was called to the chair; and 

After some time spent therein, 

The chairman proposed that ihe committee rise, and in- 
struct him to report, that the committee of the whole had had 
the bill under consideration; that they had made sundry amend- 
ments, and adopted the bill as amended; and that he be in- 
structed to ask the committee of the house. 

Which being accepted, the committee rose. 

The speaker resumed his seat; and 

Mr. Green, chairman, reported that the committee of the 
whole said, that he had been instructed to report, that the com- 
mittee of the whole had had under consideration, and had made 


sundry amendments to the- bill entitled “An act to raise a reve- - 


nue by import and export duties,” had adopted the same as 
amended; and asked the house their concurrence. Whereupon, 

Mr. Baker moved that the house refuse to concur in the re- 
port of the committee of the whole on the bill entitled “An act 
to raise a revenue by import and export duties,” and that the 
bill and amendments be recommitted io a committee of the 
whole, for their reconsideration. And 

The question being taken, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Green moved that the house resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, forthwith, on the bill and amendments just 
recommitted. And 

The question being taken, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Rowe was called to the chair; and 

After some time spent therein, 

Mr. Archer moved that the committee rise, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. And : 

The question being taken thereon, . 

. It was decided in the affirmative. 

The speaker resumed his seat. 

Mr. Rowe, chairman of the committec of the whole, re- 
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again. And 

The question being taken thereon, 


” 
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It was decided in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, 
The house adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 


—<ffr— 


Monpay, NovemBer 7th, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of Saturday having been read, 

Mr. Green presented his petition and accounts against the 
Government of Texas for liquidation, and moved that the peti- 
tion and accounts be referred to the standing committee on 
claims and accounts; and the question being taken, was car- 
ried. 

Mr. Bunton member of the select committee, 1o whom was 
referred the claims and accounts, together with the report of 
the committee on claims and accounts, made the followirg re- 

ort. 
Mr. Speaker, 

I am authorized to make the following report, after hav- 
ing had the claims &c. of Mrs. Dickinson, with the report of 
the committee on claims and accounts, and also the joint reso- 
lution, under due consideration, your select committee, to whom 
was referred, by leave to report, that, said account cannot be 
allowed to Mrs. Dickinson as reported by said committee, but 
that said account ought to be allowed to the successors of the 
late lieutenant Dickinson, according to the laws now in force. 
This opinion is predicated upon the broad and plain principle 
that, it might be a perversion of the effects belonging to the 
succession of said lieutenant Dickinson, and that it would be an 
unconstitutional interference of Congress, to settle successions 
in the manner proposed. ; 

On motion the joint resolution: allowing Mrs. Dickinson, 
widow of the late lieutenant Dickinson, who fell gallantly de- 
fending the Alemo, a donation of five hundred dollars for his 
and her child’s use and support, your committee would state, 
that, if said donation be given, congress will be under like ob- 
ligations to provide for the support of the widows, of all who 
have fallen or who may fallin the war; many of whom no doubt 
are in a more helpless condition than the applicant in question; 
but in our present embarrassed situation we should first pay our 
just debts, before we make liberal donations, we should be just 
before liberal, your committee would therefore say unhesitating- 
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ly, that it would be highly impolitic to make the said appropria- 
tion. 

Mr. Robinson moved that the report be adopted: but before 
the matter was considered, f 

Mr. Robinson withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Archer moved to recommit the report to the same com- 


mittee, with instructions to divide the question and report sep- 


arately; but before the question was taken, 

Mr. Archer withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Baker moved, that, the report and accompanying 
claims be laid on the table, and the question being taken, was 
carried. 

Mr. White, in behalf of Mr. McKenny, chairman of the 
committee on claims and accounts, made the following report. 

Mr. Speaker. 

Your committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
fered the petition of Mrs. Mary Millsaps, have had the same un- 
der cdnsideration, and ask leave to report the following. 

That your committee are of opinion that the distressed sit- 
uation of Mrs. Millsaps, has urgent demands on this government 
for relief, and that it is-not only charitable and grateful in a 
government to relieve the distresses of those who have met their 
misfortunesin her cause, but it is her indispensable duty ; but your 
committee are of opinion also, that the government should keep 
in view her means to meet the many demands which may be 
made, and while she is yet unapprized of her obligations, should 
be equal and economical, in her appropriations; your committee 
would therefore offer the following resolution. 

Be it resolved, By the Senate,and houseof Representatives, 
of the Republic of Texas in congress assembled, that any quar- 


ter master, or commissaries, to whom Mrs. Mary Millsaps may ~ 


apply, shall be andis hereby authorized to furnish-the said Ma- 
_ty Millsaps and family, with all the provisions and clothing ne- 
cessary to their comfort, and if the quarter masters or commis- 
saries, to whom said Mary Milsaps shall apply, have not such 
necessaries in possession, he or they shall be and are hereby au- 
thorized to purchase them on the account of the Government, 
and render an account of the same to the secretary of the trea- 
Bury. 

j Mr. Pennington moved to concur in the report, and the 
question being taken was carried. 

The resolution was then read a first time, and passed to a 

second reading, without opposition. 
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Mr. Lewis introduced a bill, entitled an act for the appoint- 
% ment of Justices of the Peace. : 

Which being read a first time, was ordered to a second rea- 
ding on to-morrow. | 

On motion of Mr. White, 

Resolved, ‘That, four hundred and fifty copies of the pro- 
ceedings of this congress be printed, in pamphlet form, for the 
use of the members. 

Mr. Baker moved its adoption, and the question being ta- 
ken, was carried, 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be raised for the pur- 
pose of enquiring into the propriety and- expediency of enac- 
ting such laws as will secure to the holders of government drafts 
an interest on said draft, and also to make said drafts a lawful 
tender in payment of drafts to a certain extent; and the ques- 
tion being taken, was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, 

Resolved, That, the committee on the state of the Repub- 
lic, be instructed to enquire into the propriety of compensating 
persons for losses sustained by the war, and if in their opinion 
losses should be compensated, said committee be instructed to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bunton moved to refer the resolutions to the standing 
committee on the state of the Republic; and the question being 
taken, was carried. f 

The Speaker presented the letter of the Hon. H. H. Ed- 
wards, containing his resignation asa member of this house; 
which being read, 

Mr. Wharton meyed to accept the resignation, and that 
the President be notiffeg of the same, and requested to issue his 
writ of election to fill*the vacancy forthwith; and the question 
being taken, was carried. 

The door keeper announced a message from the senate by 
their secretary Mr. Scurry; . 

The Speaker invited Mr. Scurry to advance and deliver it; 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Scurry advanced and informed the house that the Sen- 
ate had concurred in and passed a bill entitled, “an act for the 
relief of Erastus Smith;” passed in the house of Representa- 
tives on 3rd of November 1836; 

Also, a bill entitled “an Act authorizin® the President to 
have the colonization laws revised and translated: in which 
they ask the concurrence of this house; 
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Also, a joint resolution confirming the contract with Major 
General M. Hunt, passed in the house of Representatives on 
5th November 1836; i l 

Also, a joint resolution authorizing the. President to reor- 
ganize the army, in which they ask the concurrence of this 
house, f 

As also,a joint resolution making an appropriation to G 
& T. H. Borden, for public printing up to 29th October 1836; 
and ask the concurrence of this house; all of which by a rule of 
this house was laid on the table. 

The Speaker presented the letter of the Honorable W, 
M. Mathews, which being read, ' 

On motion of Mr. Green, 

Resolved, That, the Speaker bê instructed to communicate 
by letter, to the sitting member, Doctor Mathews, from the 
county of Red River, that he cannot have leave of absence as 
asked forin his petition, but that he has leave to resign his 
seat upon this floor, for reasons set forth in said petition. 

Mr. Baker moved to refer the resolution and letter of the 
Honorable member Mr. Mathews, to the standing committee 
on the state of the Republic, and that they be instructed to re- 
port on to-morrow morning, and the question being taken, was 
carried. ` 

Mr. Green moved that so many of the acts, bills and reso- 
lutions, as have been finally acted on by the Senate be referred 
to the committee on enrolled bills, and the question being ta- 
ken, was carried. 

Mr. Green moved to take up the bill authorizing the Pres- 
ident to reorganize the army of Texas, and the question being 
taken, was carried. 

The bill was then read a first time. 

Mr. Green moved to suspend the rule, and read the bill a 
second time; and the question being taken, was lost. 

The bill was then ordered to a second reading on to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Rowe moved, that the house resolve itself into a se- 
cret session on the message just received from the senate; and 
the question being taken, was carried. 

The Speaker then directed the galleries to be cleared,and 
the doors to be closed; and after some time spent in secret ses- 
sion, - 
Mr. Archer moved that the seals of secrecy be removed, 
and that the house rise from secret session; and the question be- 
ing taken, was carried. l 
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The house rose from secret session. 

The Speaker directed the doors to be opened. 

Whereupon, 

The message was read. 

Mr. Baker moved to take up a bill entitled, “an act author- 
izing the President to have the colonizing laws translated &c.” 
which being read a first time, was ordered to a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

Mr. Roman moved to take up a joint resolution explaining 
the different acts in relation to the service of volunteers, and 
extending the acts relating to bounty lands. 

Mr. Branch was called to the chair. 

The resolution being read a second time underwent sun- 
dry amendments. l 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Baker moved that the journals, heretofore stating the 
bill to be on its third reading be corrected, that the bill be con- 
sidered on its second reading, and the question being taken, was 
carried. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the rule be suspended, and the 
resolution be now read a third time; and the question being ta- 
ken, was carried. 

The Resolution was then read a third time. 

Whereupon, 

The Ayes and Noes was called for by three members, upon 
the final passage of the resolution; which was unanimously 
carried. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Archer, Allen of Milam, Baker, Bunton, Billingsly, Boyd, 
Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Carwright, Fisher, Green, Gant, 
Garaghty, Hill, Hooper, Lewis, McKenny, Pennington, Robin- 
son, Roman, Rowe, Wharton, Wright, White, 26. 

In the negative, no one. 

The Speaker pro tem then asked, what shall its title be? 

Mr. Baker moved that the title be “a joint resolution, ex- 
plaining the different acts in relation to the service of volun- 
teers, and extending the acts relating to bounty lands;” and the 
question ‘being taken, was unanimously carried. 

On motion of Mr. White, 

The house adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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Tuespay, Novemser 8, 1836. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preceding day being read, 

The door-keeper announced a message from the president, 
by his private secretary, Mr. Record. 

The speaker invited Mr. Record to advance and deliver it, 
which, by a rule of the house, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Baker informed the house that he was chairman of the 
committee on the judiciary, and belonged to several other com- 
mittees; and that the duties of the judiciary committee were ar- 
duous; that his illstate of health, and the attention necessary to 
be bestowed on enrolled bills, rendered it impossible for hiin to 
act with the committee on enrolled bills, and hoped, therefore, 
that he would be excused from that committee, and that some 
other member would be appointed in his stead. 

The speaker, after considering the matter, consented to ex- 
cuse Mr. Baker from the committee on enrolmeuts, and appointed 
Mr. Fisher in his plac2, a member of that committee. 

Mr. Branch, one of the members of the standing committee 
on the state of the republic, made the following report: 

M. Speaker;—The committee on the state of the republic, 
to whom was referred the petition of the honorable Mr. Mat- 
thews, together with the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Bexar, have had the same under consideration, and are 
unanimously of opinion, that the request as set forth in said peti- 
tion, should not be granted; and recommend the adoption of 
the resolution of the gentleman from Bexar. Whereupon, 

Mr. Archer moved that the report be received, and the re- 
solution offered by Mr. Green on yesterday, be adopted. And 

The question being taken, : 


Was decided in the affirmative. l ¢ 


Mr. Branch, chairman of the committee on ways and means, 
made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker;—Your committee on ways and means, to 
whom was referred the message of the president of the 10th of 
October last, in regard to the authority which h® vested in colo- 
nels R. Eden Handy, James Morgan, and A Houston, (quarter- 
master general,) together with the accompanying documents, 
have fully examined the same, and have instructed me to lay 
before this house the following report and joint resolution for 
their adoption. The committee are of opinion, that the presi- 
dent, in clothing with the specified powers the above named in- 
dividuals, did nothing more than what was proper, to supply the 
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wanis of the army and country; and that in order to enable the 
above named individuals to accomplish the object of their re- 
spective missions, il is expedient that the existing government 
should confirm the powers with which they were clothed by the 
president; and they accordingly submit the following joint reso- 
lution: ° 

Sec. |. Be at enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the com. 
missions given by the president to colonels R. Eden Handy, 
James Morgan, and A. Houston, (quartermaster general,) au- 
thorising them to receive donations, sell scrip, and borrow money, 
be, and the same is hereby fully acknowledged, ratified, and 
confirmed by the existing government of the republic of Texas. 

Sec. 2. Be tt further enacted, &c. That the president be 
authorised and directed to address each of the above named gen- 
tlemen, and enclose them a copy of these resolutions, and order 
them to proceed to the accomplishment of the objects for which 
they were commissioned, and previously entrusted. 

Which being read a first time, was ordered to a second 
reading on to-morrow. > 

Mr. Fisher, in behalf of Mr. Wharton, chairman of the com- 
mittee on military affairs, made the following report. 

Mr. Speaker;—The military committee to whom was re- _ 
ferred a bill for the better protection of the Indian frontier, have 
had the same under consideration, and being of opinion that the 
said bill, if passed into a law, would prove, not only very expen- 
sive, but altogether incompetent to accomplish the desired ob- 
ject; have instructed me to report accordingly, and submit to 
the house for their adoption, the following joint resolutions. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 

Prizes of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the pre- 
: sident be authorised and directed to take the most prompt and 
efficient measures to aiord protection to the Indian frontier, by 
the erection of trading houses on the proper line of defence 
from the St. Marks to Red River. 

Sec. 2. e it further enacted, &c. That the president be 
directed to issue the necessary oiders for the erection of the first 
trading house, without delay, and that the same be erected some 
where between the waters of the Brazos and Colorado. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, &c. That the president be 
authorised to employ in the protection of the Indian frontier, 
such troops belonging to the army of Texas, as he may deem 
most competent to the task, and such numbers of said troops a3 
he may deem necessary. 
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Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, &c. That the president be 
authorised to employ friendly Indians to act as spies. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That the president be 
instructed, as soon as practicable, to form treaties of peace with 
such of the adjacent tribes as are desirous of being friendly 


_with us. 


Suc. 6. Be it further enacted, &c. That the president be 
authorised to appoint agents, with suitable salaries, to reside 
amongst the Indians. 

Mr. Fisher moved that the report be received. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Mr. Green moved ihai the report and resolutions be re- 
committed, with instructions to report such amendments to the 
bill from the senate, as in their judgments may seem proper. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Mr. Pennington reported a joint resolution, making an ap- 
propriation for the payment of G: & T. H. Borden, for public 
printing. 

Mr. Branch moved the adoption of the report and resolu- 
tion. And 

The question being taken, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

Which resolution, being read a first time, was ordered to a 
second reading on to-morrow. ` 

Mr. Pennington moved to suspend the rule, and read the 
resolution a second time forthwith. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Which being read a second time, ` 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the resolution, by inserting 
the words, “of the republic of Texas,” between the word “re- 
presentatives,” and the word “in,” so that the resolution would 
read: Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled. & 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. Whereupon, 

Mr. Green moved that the joint resolution as amended, be 
engrossed, and read a third time on to-morrow. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Mr. Rowe, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported that he had presented to his excellency the president, a 
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joint resolution, confirming the contract of general Thomas J, 
Rusk, in relation to carriers of expresses to and from the army, 
which had been by him approved, and signed officially. 

The speaker called the attention of the house to a message 
received this morning, from his excellency the president. 

Which being read, 

Mr. Baker called for the joint resolutions received from the 
senate in relation to the appointment of a joint committee, to 
fix upon some convenient place to locate the seat of government 
for a certain term of time; and hoped the honorabie speaker 
would select the members to compose the committee from. the 
three grand divisions of the country. 

The speaker desired the house would nominate those gen- 
tlemen members whom they wished to serve on that committee. 
‘Whereupon, 

Mr. Rowe nominated Mr. Green; Mr. Green nominated 
Mr. Rowe; and Mr. Baker nominated Mr. Cartwright. Where- 
upon, 
ra The speaker appointed Messrs. Green, Rowe, and Cart- 
wright such joint committee. 

Mr. Rowe moved that the clerk notify the senate of the ap- 
pointment of the committee, forthwith. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Mr. Green moved to take up the joint resolution authorising 
the president to reorgnize the army. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Which resolution, being read a second time, 

Mr. Green offered the following amendments, to wit: 

Be it further resolved, That all contingent military commis- 
sions heretofore granted to gentlemen now in the United States, 
for the purpose of bringing men into our service; shall be con- 
firmed in proportion to the respective number they may so intro- 
duce, by the 10th of January next, either for the term of two 
years, or for during the war: for a second licutenant, twenty 
men; for a first lieutenant, thirty men; for a captain, fifty-six 
men; for a major, two hundred and eighty men; for a lieutenant 
colonel, four hundred men; for a colonel, five hundred and sixty 
men; and for a brigadier-general, eleven hundred and twenty 
men. 

Mr. Branch moved to adopt the amendment. 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. _ 
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s Mr. Green moved that the rule be suspended, and the reso- 

lution as amended, be read a third time; 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

Which being read a third time, the speaker asked, shall the 
joint resolution, as amended and adopted, pass? 

And the question being taken, 

Was carried. 

The speaker then asked, shall the title be “Joint resolution 
authorising the president to reorgnise the army?” 

And-the question being taken, 

Was carricd. i 

Mr. Fisher moved to take up an act to provide for the in- 
- erease of the navy. 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

Which being read a third time, 

The speaker put ihe question, shall the bill pass? 

And the question being taken, was carried 

. The speaker then asked, shall the title be “An act to pro- 
vide for the increase of the navy?” 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Bunton moved to take up an act to organise the militia. 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Rowe moved that the bill be read a third time by its 
caption, 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

The speaker then asked, shall this bill pass? f 

And the question being taken, was carried. i 

Mr. White moved that the title be “An act to provide for 
the national defence by organising the militia.” 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

The speaker called the attention of the house to a bill en- 
, titled “An act fixing the fees and salaries of officers.” 

Mr. White moved to take up the bill alluded to by the 
speaker. 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

Which being read a first time, was ordered to a second read- 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. White moved to take up the bill entitled “An act to 
raise a revenue by import and export duties.” 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Roman moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock, P. M. 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

o 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. W.ute moved to reconsider the vote taken to day on 
the bill entitled “An act authorising the president to re-organise 
the army. i 

The papers having been sent to the senate, the speaker de- 
cided the motion to be out of order. 

Mr. Branch moved that the house now resolve itself into a 
eommniitze of the whole, on the bill entitled “An act to raise a 
revenue by import and export duties.” 

Ard tae question being taken, was carried. 

Mr. Branch was called to the chair; and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. White moved that the committee rise, and report the bill 
_as amended and adopted in committee of the whole, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

The speaker resumed his seat. 

Mr. Branch, chairman of the commitiee, reported that the 
committee of the whole house had had under considération the - 
bill entitled “An aet to raise a revenue by import and export 
duty,” had made sundry amendments thereta, and adopted the 
bill as amended in committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Green moved that the house receive the report. 

And the question being taken, was carried. Whereupon, 

Mr. Green moved that the bill be engrassed, and read a 
third time on to-morrow. . 

And the question being taken, was carried. 

Mr, Rowe, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported, that he had presented te his excellency the president, a 
joint resolution confirming the contract with major-general Mimi- 
cam Hunt, which had been by him approved and signed officially. 

s On métion of Mr. Gant, 
* The house adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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» Wenpnespay, November 9th, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preceding day were read; 

Mr. Rowe presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
the county of San Augustine, in relation to the apprehending a 
certain person therein named; which being read was, 

On motion of Mr, Archer, 


Referred to the standing committee on claims and ac-. 
counts. 
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Mr, Baker, chairman of a joint committee, informed the 
Speaker he had a report to make to the house, when in secret 
session. 

The speaker asked, shall the house resolve itself into a se- 
cret session, and hear the report? 

And the question being taken, was carried. “ 

Whereupon, 

The Speaker directed the sergeant.at arms to clear the gal- 
leries, and the door keeper to clos2 the doors; 

And the house then went into secret session, 

After some time spent therein, 

On motion of Mr. Archer the doors were opened. 

On motion of Mr. Archer, 

The house adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 


Tuurspay, Novemser 10, 1836. 

The house of representatives met this morning pursuant to 
adjournment. And 

The journal was read. 
t= Mr. Bunton presented the following petition: - 

To the Honorable the House of R«presentatives ;— 

The undersigned, as agent of John N. Seguin, in the year 
1834, located a grant of one league and one labor of land on the 
east end of Galveston island, and applied to the alcalde of the 
jurisdiction of Liberty, (James B. Woods,) for a title to the same; 
who was legally authorised commissioner for that purpose, and 
from him received a regular title. 

The undersigned, at the time, sold said league and labor of 
land to nine other persons, reserving a tenth interest himself, 
who are now the legal owners of the same. The undersigned 
and the owners have long since laid off said league and labor of 
land into town lots, and have made arrangements for a profite 
able disposition of them. The suspicion attaching to all titles in 
Texas, however, prevents them from consummating their cn- 
gagements, as capitalists are not willing .o purchase and improve 
tawn property while the title is doubtful. The object -of this 
communication is to request your honorable body to appoint a 
committee ta examine the validity of the title, and to confirm it, 
if, upon examination, jt is found genuine; or they are willing it 
should be submitted to the decision of two men to be appointed, 
one by congress, and one by the parties; or they will pay to the 
government of Texas fifty thousand dollars, in clothing, provi- 
sions, &&c. to be delivered in the city of New Orleans, as follows, 
viz: thirty thousand dollars to be paid forthwith, that.is, as soon, 
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" as-an agent of the company can reach New Orleans, without 
is. any unnecessary delay, after the confirmation of the title; and 
i twenty thousand dollars to be paid in the same way within two 
4 montis of the first payment. It is expected that government 
; will issue patent to any portion of land within the tract that 
might be scld by the company to aliens. They make this tatter 
proposition because, by their arrangement, they will still be en- 
p abled to make a handsome advance,—will start ihe town, and 
E : add much to the value of other property they have on the coast. 
Be & | Your petitioners feel persuaded, a better disposition could 
i not be made of that league of land on Galveston island hy the 
a government, if no claims of individuals existed; and under the 
circumstance, I am satisfied no other person or company would 
give any thing like that amount. 

By this arrangement, capital will at once go to the island,— 
improvements will be made,—the owners will, of course, provide 
the warlike means of protecting themselves and prop’ rty against 
the Mexicans; and the operation of the government in that re- 
spect will be materially advanced. It will add to the value of 
the coast lands, and to the revenue of the country; and the ar- 
rangement will give food and clothing to‘a suffering and gallant 
army. Respectfully yours, 

M. B. MENARD. 

Mr. Baker said, Sir, as a representative of the people, with 
the oath subscribed to, truly to inform the country, so far asis in 
my power, of all matters affecting their interest. I rise for the 
purpose of informing the house, that J am a party in inter ‘st with 
the petitioner before the house. I was the person who originally 
located the league of land in question. I had been informed 
that Galveston island had been reserved by the general govern- 
ment for national purposes; and beforc locating the land in qu^s- 
tion, I diligently enquired into the particulars. and satisfactorily 
ascertained that no such reservation had ever been ma'e, and in 

“consequence, determined to locate the leagu: of Jind in question. 
The title is based on a grant made by the government of Con- 
huila and Texas, to be located on any vacant land; and the lind 
in question being vacant at taat time, I have never entertained 
any doubt as to its force. The reasons that in luce the present 
offer are not grounded on any doubt as to the force of the title, 
but for the purpose of wiping away any object’ons that may be 
made by capitalists,—founded on the erroneous belief that other 
conflicting claims may exist. David G. Burnet, while president 
of Texas, disposed of 640 acres of this land, for $32) dollars; 
and although the sale was void and of no force, yet, ina ques- 
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tion of such magnitude, and involving so much property,—the 
fact that such a sale was made, would ‘be to capitalists a scare 
crow, and might seriously injure us in our operations. Other ob- 
jections of bat little force, exist; but the fact, that a doubt is 
aven expressed as to the genuineness of our title, may prevent 
capitalists from purchasing; .and for these reasons, and for the 
purpose of removing even the shadow of doubt, the company 
offer the sum of fifiy thousand dollars merely for a relinquish- 
ment by ths government, of any claim it may have. If the 
claims of any third person are involved, we are content to risk 
a legalinvestigation of them; and4ve would be further content 
to risk «legal investigation with the government, entertaining, 
as we do, no doubt thai our claim is founded on a genuine grant; 
that the title was made in conformity to law, and that it is as 
good and undisputed as any title in Texas: bnt for the purpose 
of being untrammelied in our operations, we will give the sum 
in question, knowing that we shall still be enabled to make a 
handsome advance on the property. 

Mr. Archer said, am I to understand that this liberal offer 
is for the one league and labor? 

Mr. Baker replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Archer,—Sir, I deem it my duty to offer every infor- 
mation in my power relative to this subject; and it is necessary 
to inform this house, that Galveston Island was a government 
reservation, and a colonel Piedras, commanding at Nacogdoches 
in tho year 1831, obtained permission to Jocate then eleven 
jeagues of land on Galveston-Island, The application was made 
through gencral Teran, who gave the p2rmission to locate; and 
the government thereupon confirmed it. Colonel Piedras then 
chiming the island, gave it to colonc] Wm. Wharton, of Texas, 
who mad2 in my presence, a payment in advance, of two hun- 
dred dollars. Whether Picdras’s title was good or not, I don’t 
know: hut Iam quite certain that colonel Wharton was not to 
pay half for the whole island what is now off:red by the com- 
pany for one leagur, I regard the offer as exceedingly liberal, 
and am also perf:cily conscions of the advantages that must ac- 
crne to Texas from the proposals’ of the company. I have 
merely mintioned these facts, as I decmed it my duty to give 
the house every information in my power on the subject. 

Mr. .Baker,—lI do not allege that colonel Picdras’s title, or 
Mr. Wharton’s may not be good, but if the government accept 
the company’s proposition, they are perfectly satisfied to risk 
any other conflicting titles, by the relinquishment of the govern- 
ment claim to it, 
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t Mr. Bunton said, the proprietor was very liberal, and he 
thought the best disposition to make of it would be to refer it to 
a select committee. i 

Mr. Archer would concur in the reference to a committee; 
and observed, that he himself had an interest in colonel Whar- 
ton’s arrangement with Piedras. 

The question was then put and carried. And 

Messrs. Bunton, Bianch, and Wharton, were appointed a 

” select committee. 

Mr Baker moved that the unfinished business of yesterday 
be taken up: and the house acceding, resolved itself into secret 
session. ` 

The obligation was subsequently removed; we therefore 
give an abstract of the proceedings. 

Mr. Baker rose, and as chairman of the committee to whom 
was referred the president’s message, to be instructed as to the 
opinion of the house relative to the release of Santa Anna, and 
the giving him a safe conduct to Washington city, read the fol- 
lowing report: 

The select committee appointed on the part of the 
house of representatives, to act with such committee as should 
be appointed on the part of the senate, to consider of such com- 
munications as might be presented from General Santa Anna— 
and also of all resolutions relating to him, from either house of 
congress, have, according to instructions, met the committee on 
the part of the senate, and by that committce, were presented 
with a message froin the President, and also a memorial from 
General Santa Anna; also, a variety of other documents in rela- 
tion to General Santa Anna; all of which, are herewith sub- 
mitted. 

It will be seen by the house, that the direct question pre- 
sented for the consideration of the joint committee, both by the 
message of the President and the memorial of General Santa 
Anna, was the immediate release of General Santa Anna, and 
his embarkation for the United States; and the right to be re- 
leased, is based by General Santa Anna, on the treaty made be- 
tween him and David G. Burnet, President:of the republic of 
Texas ad intorim,on the fourteenth day of May last. 

The committre on the part of the house, have cach differed 
in their views of this subject, and in conscquence of the same, 
each has thought proper to make his separate report. 

As chairman of the committee on the part of this house, I 
have endeavored to give the subject that calm and fair investi- 
gation, which its transcendant importance demanded; ‘and know- 
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ing my own previous excited feelings in regard to the distin- 
guished prisoner, I have been careful in the endeavor to banish 
previous bias, and hope that previous to my conclusions, I had 
sacrificed the same on the altar of justice and ‘ruth. 

The right of the government ad interim, to form a treaty 
with General Santa Anna, cannot be questioned. It was to all 
intents and purposes, as much a government as the one now ex- 
isting, and invested with full and unquestioned power, to enter 
into the negotiation in question. The consequence resulting 
from this conclusion, is, that if the government of Texas ad infe- 
rim, did enter into a treaty with Generai Santa Anna, the condi- 
tions of which were complied with on his part, that a real right 
was acquired by him to require its performance, and the govern- 
ment of Texas was under a sacred and solemn obligation, to ob- 
serve a strict fulfilm2nt of it; and if a wilful and intentional vio- 
lation of the treaty has been made by the government, we ought 
to stand convicted as a government wanting in faith to its so- 
lemn obligations. If, for any cause, the government ad interim, 
failed to comply with its stipulations, it is equally the bounden 
duty of the present ruling authorities, to execute in good faith, 
the treaty entered into. It would be the duty of the most pow- 
erful nation on earth, and is perhaps more particularly the duty 
of Texas, so peculiarly circumstanced, unless her liberty and in- 
dependence may be obviously endangered by such a course. 
With a character unestablished, and our nationality acknowl- 
edged by no nation, policy alone requires, that we should abserve 
in good faith, and to the very letter, our every stipulation. That 
a treaty was formed, is clear; and the question arises, was there 
such a performance of the conditions on the part of General 
Santa Anna, as gave to him a right, to require its fulfilment on 
the part of the government of Texas? I am satisfied there was 
not, 

The great leading inducements on the part of the govern- 
ment ad interim, to enter into the treaty, was not, as has been 
imagined by some, the retiring of the Mexican troops beyond the 
Rio Grande; and itis a fact known to the army engaged in the 
battle of San Jacinto, that had no other terms been offered, such 
a treaty would not have been made. Every officer connected 
with the government and army at that period, is knowing to the 
fact; and had no other terms been offered, it would have been 
rejected with indignation. A variety of circumstances at that 
particular time, conspired to induce the opening of the negotia- 
tion for atreaty. Thousands of heads of cattle belonging to the 
citizens, many negroes, and the homes of one half of the popula- 
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8 
tion, were in possession of the enemy; and although every mind 
was satisfied, that the Mexican army would precipilately retreat 
from our country; still the fact was evident, that in their retreat, 
our catile and negroes might be driven off, and the homes of tho 
citizens destroyed; and io-avoid an injury to the country so 
great, and which at that time would have been ruinous, the ne- 
gotiation with Santa Anna was commenced; and even before the 
treaty was entcr-d into, he was required to direct his Generals 
to surrender our cattle and negroes, and march from the country 
without committing any destruction to property. In the treaty 
concluded, the same conditions were inseried, in separate and 
distinct articles; and tac conclusion is irresistible, that they. were 
considered important and essential stipulations, on the strict com- 
pliance with which, depended the fulalment of the treaty on the 
part of the government of Texas, Uniil every stipulation en- 
tered into by Santa Anna, which could be performed in Texas, 
was complied with, no obligation was incurred on tae part of 
this government, to release him. Were then thos» stipul rtio is 
complied with? That they were not, is notorious to every one in 
Texas; and the impoverished statz of the country, in consequence 
of the twenty thousand heau of cattle driven off by the Mexican 
army,and in obedience to the commands of the Mexican officers, 
is a standing and unimpeachable witness, that they were not. 
The many citizens of T'cxas who have lost their negroes by this 
perfidy of the Mexican army, all tell you that they were not 
complied with. The destruction every where visible in the 
country west of the Brazos; the burned dwellings of the citizens, 
the dismantled fort of the Alamo, the disappearance of the artil- 
lery, all speak in the language of truth, and declare, that so far 
from those stipulations being complied with, the every act of the 
Mexican army and of its commanders, was base, wilful perfidy; 
a wilful violation of their solemn engagements, and a fiendlike 
and unnecessary destruction of both private and public proper- 
ty. The compelling by General Filisola, of our commissioners 
to goto Matamoras, to receive the stolen property, and their 
subsequent incarceration, all manifest the perfidious character of 
the enemy, and again forces a recurrence of the question, in 
what particular was the treaty complied with, except the precip- 
itate retiring of the Mexican army beyond the Rio Grande? 
Neither General Santa Anna nor any other person, will con- 
tend, that any one of the stipulations in the fourth, fifth and 
ninth articles of the treaty, were complied with by General Fi- 
lisola; and in consequence, I will not dwell on that part of the 
subject. It is, however, contended, that General Santa Anna. 
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go far as was required of him, and so far as was in his power, 
faithfully fulfilled his stipulation. That Santa Anna, so far as 
was in his power, complied with the treaty, need not be doubted; 
but still, at the same time, it is equally clear, that unless there 
was a compliance on the part of General Filisola, that it cannot 
be considered, that Santa Anna has complied. One of the in- 
ducements to the treaty, was the restoration of the property; 
and Santa Anna stipulated, not that he would request such re- 
storation of General Filisola, but he positively stipulated, that 
such property should be restored. In what manner was it to be 
restored? By Santa Anna issuing his orders to General Filisola, 
and a compliance on the part of Gen. Filisola. But if Gen. Fi- 
lisola refased to comply, with what truth can it be said, that the 
‘stipulations of Santa Anna were fulfilled? If Filisola refused to 
-comply,in what way is the situation of Texas bettered by Santa 
Anna’srequest? And what consideration will Texas have received 
for his release? The government ad interim would be placed in 
the ridiculous attitude of giving liberty to her blood-thirsty in- 
vader, merely for his written request to General Filisola, to 
‘comply with such and such stipulations on his part, without any 
sort of guarantee, that they would be complied with by General 
Filisola. Reasoning on the belief, that the government had 
the smallest allowance of common sense, I cannot come to such 
a conclusion: and if the treaty itself is looked to, it will be found 
that General Santa Anna stipulates, not that he will make such 
requests of General Filisola, but that such and such things shall 
bedone. In the fourth, fifth and ninth articles of the treaty,he 
stipulates that the property therein specified, shall be delivered 
up; and when all the articles of the treaty should be complied 
with, whether through the intervention of General Filisola or 
any other agent, then, and not until then, was he entitled to his 
release. But it is said, that in accordance with the treaty, 
General Santa Anna wrote to General Filisola, communicating 
the treaty, and that General Filisola agreed to comply with the 
various articles, and signed the same; and that consequently, 
General Santa Anna, having done every thing that he could do, 
situated as he was, no blame is to attach to him for the non- 
compliance of General Filisola. That no particular censure 
attaches to him on that account, is admitted; but the non-com- 
pliance of General Filisola, is nevertheless the misfortune of 
General Santa Anna. He made stipulations, depending for 
their fulfilment, on General Filisola; and this officer refusing to 
comply, left General Santa Anna precisely in the same situation 
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as though no treaty had been made. It should also-be borne in 
mind, that at that particular period, Gencral Santa Anna con- 
sidered his life as forfeited to the pcople of Texas, on account 
of his wanton and cruel butcheries; and that for the purpose of 
securing his own life, he made the foregoing stipulations; and 
for the purpose of effecting his release, he, in addition, stipu- 
lated for the independence of Texas, which latter, however, is 
not involved in the question under considration. 

To illustrate my position, I will suppose a case. Suppose 
that General Santa Anna, being my prisoner, and for the pur- 
pose of objaining his liberty, offers me in consideration of the 
same, ten thousand dollars, which he had previously taken from 
me, and which is in the possession of a third person; I, on my 
part, stipulate to release him in consideration of the same, he 
gives me an order on the third person for the mency, who ac- 
cepts the order, but does not pay me the money; Santa Anna is 
still my prisoner, when I am informed, that the money is not 
paid; and I ask,if I am under any obligations to release him? 
Surely no one can contend that Lam. The obtaining the mo- 
ney was the reason that induced me to enter into the agreement; 
and if Santa Anna’s agent failed to comply with his request, the 
misfortune is his, and he has acquired no real right under the 
contract. Such is the present situation of this case, and the go- 
vernment of ‘Texas, at no time, has been under any obligations 
to release General Santa Anna. 

It is, however, contended, that the main and essential arti- 
cle in the treaty, is the one stipulating for the evacuation of 
Texas by the Mexican trcops, and that inasmuch as that article 
was complied with, that Santa Anna has acquired a right to be 
liberated; and that the other articles being of minor importance, 
their non-fulfilment docs not give the right to the government of 
Texas to consider the treaty broken, and that Santa Anna in 
consequence, retains unimpaired his right to require a fulfilment 
of the stipulations of the government ad interim in his favor. 
This proposition is utterly indefensible in law, and the adverse 
is the true one. No matter how inconsiderable in importance 
might be the other articles, the government of Texas has the 
undoubted right to consider their non-fulfilment, a breach of the 
treaty; and if it sees proper to avail itself of such breaches, 
Santa Anna ceases in consequence, to have any right under the 
treaty; and in this position, Ë am maintained by the-doctrine laid 
down in Vattell, page 214, paragraph 200, and page 215, para- 
graph 202. Bui although the right exists, still the exercise of 
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that right will depend on the policy of the.measure; and unless 
some material reason cxists, sovereign nations will not exercise 
this right on account of the non-fulilment of unimportant stipu- 
lations. The fact established, tnat tne treaty as entered into 
by General Santa Anna, las not been complied with by him, 
the question occurs, is it policy on the part of the government of 
Texas, to avail itself of the non-fulfilment, and detain him a pri- 
soner of war. {am satisfied, true policy requires that he should 
be detained. . 

What, Í ask, is Texas to gain, by turning him loose? Thus 
far, the warmest advocaics of the measure, have only answered, 
that if we gain nothing, we shall lose nothing; that in our 
hands, Santa .Anna is worth nothing; but that by turning’ him 
loose, he may recover his power in Mexico; and in that event, 
his pride and ambition. his true interest and the settled convic- 
tion in- his mind, that Texas is forever lost to Mexico, will in- 
duce him religiously to comply with his promises, and recognise 
the independence of ‘Texas. On this point, 1 disagree with the 
advocates for his release. 1 do not believe, that respect for the 
opinions of mankind, ever influenced an action of his life. He 
has been a centralis: and a federalist, according as those parties 
have risen or fallen. He wentinto power, ihe idol of the-federal 
party, the champion of the popular federal system; he was hailed 
throughout the republican world as the firm and disinterested 
defender of constitutional liberty, and was elevated to the pre- 
sidency as the defender of the constitution of 1824,—as the de- 
clared enemy of the power of the Catholic clergy, and as the 
only one who in safety would and could bare his arm between 
the constitutional liberties of the people, and the overpowering 
demands of the military. Before the altar, in presence of high 
heaven, he took the solemn oath to support that constitution and 
defend those principles,—in open day,—with the world to wit- 
ness, he proclaimed his political creed; and to the Mexican na- 
tion he promised that the constitution and laws should be his 
rule and guide, and by no other -would he be directed. But 
mark the sequel. Scarce had the sacred and solemn obligation 
been recorded in the books of heaven;—scarce had his political 
creed been published to the world, than we find him a recreant 
to his principles, a perfidious violator of his oath, ihe relentless 
and cruel enemy of his recent friends and supporters. He allies 
himself to the military and clergy—causes himself to be pro- 
claimed Dictator, and in streams of blood establishes his power 
on the ruins of the gallant and republican state of Zacatecas. 
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Under the hypocritical pretence of the public good, he destroyed 
the federal constitution and established a central despotism; and 
et, with these facts before us,—with this damning evidence of 

is faithless and perfidious character, we are told that his promi- 
ses to Texas are founded on the deep conviction of his mind, 
that we ought to be independent, and tliat every confidence may 
be placed in his statements. For one, I cannot believe him, and 
will not trust him. 

But admit the proposition, that gencral Santa Anna would 
be faithful, and that he would comply, so far as might be in his 
power, with his agreement with this country; what evidence 
have we, that by turning him loose any good result will follow? 
I understand that the party now in power in Mexico, have pro- 
scribed him, and that so far from desiring his return, that an. or- 
der exisis to shoot him whenever he may land on the Mexican 
coast. I also understand that the president of the United States 
has been notified by the Mexican minister at Washington, not 
to acknowledge any agreement or communication of general 
Santa Anna, as the Mcxican government did not recognise him 
as the president. Suppose, under these circumstances, general 
Santa Anna reaches Washington city, what will be his situation? 
He will be told by the president, that he cannot recognise him 
as the head of the Mexican nation,—that he has been formally 
notified not to do so: and in consequence he will be told that it 
will be impossible for the president to send him to Mexico in a 
national vessel; inasmuch -as such a course would interfere with 
the amicable arrangements existing between the two govern- 
ments. Thus circumstanced, he would be thrown on his own 
resources, and in the present condition of Mexican politics, what 
probable chance would he have to re-establish his power? Hated 
by the federal party, and feared by the other, he would be an 
exile like’ Bustamante and others,—powerless, hopeless, and 
helpless. 

Let us suppose general Santa Annain Washington city, and 
imagine the course he would necessarily pursue. Would he sail 
direct for Mexico to resume the reins of government? We can 
only come to a conclusion on that question by reasoning from 
those principles which, in political as well as private life, pru- 
dence and good sense suggest. Can we then believe that in the 
present excited state of Mexico,—with an act of proscription 
against him, Santa Anna would blindly throw himself into that 
country, trusting to fortune for a safe deliverance? Prudence 
and good sense constrains an answer in the negative. What then 
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would be his course? {t appears to me, that his obvious course 
would be to enter into a negotiation with his remaining friends, 
to pave the way for his safe return. And what would be the 
probable effect of such a course? To my mind it appears, that 
so far from having a happy influence on the,interests of this 
country, it would at once unite the present divided and distracted 
councils of Mexico; and that Bravo, and Valencia, Vasquez, 
and Alvarez, now divided among themselves, and each contend- 
ing for power, would, from prudential motives involving their 
own powcr and safety, unile against Santa Anna, and thus 
united, for the purpose of keeping excited the public mind, and 
maintaining themselves, would prosecute vigorously the Texian 
war.. I will not dwell, however, on injuries which are only 
speculative, and which may or may not happen. I propose to 
consider whether any good has resulted from thus far detaining 
him, and whether any probable good will arise from his future 
detention. The actual good already accrued, it is difficult now 
to determine; and we shall have to wait until the developments 
of time shall manifest its extent. For myself, I am persuaded 
that the present profound tranquility of the government is main- 
ly to be attributed to his being our captive. The same popu- 
larity which elevated him to the presidency of Mexico, has, I 
have no doubt, operated much in preventing a renewal of the 
campaign: and, although at this time he is proscribed by the 
ruling authorities, yet we cannot suppose that his entire influ- 
ence is gone. Many of his old friends,—of much power, still 
adhere to him in his fallen fortunes, and will continue to throw 
obstacles in the way of a new campaign to Texas, when they 
know that in the advance of the Mexican army, the life of gene- 
ral Santa Anna will be involved. The troops will be more or 
less influenced by this feeling, and will not be easily persuaded 
to march into Texas, when they are satisfied that the result will 
be the destruc tion of him who has led them victorious in an hun- 
dred battles. Iis detention in Texas is the fire-brand of discord in 
Mexico. So longas he is detained here, so long will the different 
leading generals of Mexico ceasc to have any apprehensions from 
him and will give loose rein to their ambitious designs, and en- 
gaged, as they will be, in the promotion of their own views, will 
have but little time to attend to the affairs of Texas. Already 
we perceive the striking effects attending the capture of general 
Santa Anna. + Already we witness the dissentions existing in 
Mexico; and if we continue to detain Santa Anna a captive, I 
have no doubt, in less than six months, the bloody scenes of 1832 
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will be re-acted over again in Mexico; and while they are fight- 
ing to gratify faction and ambition, we will move forward to the 
completion of our country’s independence. 

I believe general Santa Anna a captive in Texas, can do 
more through the medium of his remaining friends, to breed 
discord and faction in Mexico than he possibly could, should he 
be sent to the United States. Again, I believe the period is 
close at hand, when we can-use general Santa Anna in a man- 
ner more effectual to the interests of Texas, and, I believe, his 
personal presence in our army will be beyond all price. All 
admit, that unless in a very short time, Texas should be attached 
to the United States, or Mexico should acknowledge our inde- 
pendence, that we must, as a measure of self-preservation, and 
as the only means of establishing our independence,—invade 
Mexico itself. I would propose, as the most practicable and 
feasible plan of accomplishing this object, the inviting to our 
assistance ten thousand volunteers: that they should invade 
Mexico, accompanied by Santa Anna in person. That we 
should proclaim to the Mexican nation that our object was the 
establishing on a secure foundation, the independence of Texas. 
That our invasion was not against the lovers of order and con- 


- gtitutional government, but against the centralists, military and 


clergy. We would proclaim to them that they should remain 
neutral, or join our ranks; and that their federal form of govern- 
ment should be re-established, and peace and security restored 
to their distracted country.—These assertions, and these proc- 
lamations should be endorsed by Santa Anna. He should call 
on the Mexicans to join the Texian ranks, or remain neutral.— 
He should invite to his aid and assistance his remaining friends, 
with the promise of preferment and favor: and in this way, the 
sleeping energies of the liberalists will be roused into action; 
they will proclaim for the constitution in every quarter of the 
nation,and the Texian arms will, in a very short time, dictate the 
terms of Texian independence in the ancient capital of the 
Montezumas. For these reasons I again assert, true policy re- 
quires that Santa Anna should be detained a prisoner of war. 
Other reasons, forcible in their character, might be ufged; but 
it is considered unnecessary, as enough has been shewn, I humbly 
conceive, to establish the impolicy of his release., 

General Santa Anna, in his memorial demanding his re- 
lease, attempts an argument for the purpose of soothing down 
the feelings of horror and detestation felt at the massacre of colo- 
nel Fannin and his brave associates. He denies that colonel 


127 


Fannin capitulated on terms, or that he and his associates were 

ut to death in a manner unknown to civilized warfare, He also 
denies that the slaugnter of the garrison in the Alamo was con- 
trary to the usages of war. J agree with him, that he is not 
criminally responsible for the result of the assault on the Alamo. 
That small and determined band of heroes asked, and received 
no quarter.—They made up their minds to die in defence of 
their country’s rights, and their spirits fled to heaven, while the 
shout of “ Texas and her rights,” still echoed in the distance. 
But the fate of Fannin and his men, bears a different aspect; 
and the assertion, that the terms of personal security were not 
guarrantied, is a base, wilful calumny on the names of men whose 
memories should ever be embalmed in the affections of a grateful 

eople. ‘Testimony of a living character, and as undoubted as 
truth itself, has iong since conclusively established the fact, that 
colonel Fannin capitulated on conditions,—that the lives of his 
men should be spared. The many who escaped the dreadful 
slaughter at different times, and in different places, without the 
possibility of communicating with eachother, all, every one have 
given the same narration; and many of them stand high in the 
world, the truth of whose statements will be endorsed by sove- 
reign states. Sante Anna also asserts, that the massacre was in 
accordance with the rights and usages of war. It may have 
been in accordance with the usages of the fiends of darkness, 
but was a foul and ignominious act in the estimation of every 
man of the christian world. Had we been insurgents his act 
would have been base, horrid, murder; but being enemies en- 
gaged in a civil war, the catalogue of crime furnishes no exam- 
ple to compare it with, and furnishes no term sufficiently odious 
by which to name it. A state, torn into two parties and en- 
gaged in war, is termed a civil war; and each party is under 
obligations to observe towards each other. the same rules and 
usages as are practised in a war between two independent na- 
tions. The question then occurs, were we such a dismember- 
ment of the Mexican nation, as to authorise us to claim for our 
resistance, the appellation of civil war? Vattell says we were. 
In page 409, he says: “The sovereign, indeed, never fails to term 
rebels, all subjects openly resisting; but when they become of strength 
sufficient to oppose him, sothat he finds himself compelled to make war 
regularly on them, he must be contented with the term of civil war.” 
Were the people of Texas, then, of sufficient strength to compel 
general Santa Anna to make regular war on us? The battle of 
Conception, and the storming of Bexar, testify that we were; 
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and the extraordinary exertions of the Mexican nation to raise 
a large army and send to Texas, shews that they considered it 
a regular war, and one requiring the active exercise of all her 
resources. The very coming of Santa Anna himself, manifest 
the light in which it was regarded; and foul, deliberate false- 
hood, is stamped on his memorial by his own acts and those of 
his government. The character of colonel Fannin and his brave 
associates, needs no defence; and their eulogy is inscribed on 
the scrolls of fame.—They fought as freemen fight.—Though 
captured, immortality and glory had been acquired; and though 
their murdered forms have mingled with the dust, their sainted 
memories live fresh in our sympathising hearts, and will live 
bright, and be remembered so long as devoted patriotism and 
chivalrous deeds shall claim the admiration of the free and the 
virtuous. 

In consideration of the reasons here set forth, I recommend 
that this house declare, that in their opinion general Santa Anna 
should not be released at the present time; but the right to re- 
lease him being purely an executive prerogative, that the whole 
matter be left to the president for his determination. 

MOSELY BAKER, 
Chairman of the Joint Select Committee on the 
part of the House of Representatives. 


As onc of the committee, I concur in the opinion of the 
chairman, that this government is not bound to liberate the pri- 
soner, and that the measure would be impolitic in the extreme. 

RICHARD ROMAN. 


TREATY. 

Articles of an agreement, entered into between his excel- 
lency David G. Burnet, president of the republic of Texas, of the 
one part, and his excellency general Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna, president, general-in-chief of the Mexican army, of the 
other part. 

ARTICLE Ist. 

Genera] Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna agrees that he will 
not take up arms, nor will he exercise his influence to cause them 
to be taken up against the people of Texas, during the present 
war of independence. 

ARTICLE 2ND. 

All hostilities between the Mexican and Texian troops will 

cease immediately, both on land and water. 
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ARTICLE SRD. 

The Mexican troops will evacuate the territory of Texas, 

passing to the other side of the Rio Grande del Norte. 
ARTICLE 4TH. 

The Mexican army in i's retreat, shall not take the pro- 
perty of any person without his consent, and just indemnification, 
using only such articles as may be necessary for its subsistence; 
in cases when the owner may not be present, and remitting to 
the commander of the army of Texas, or to the commissioners 
to be appointed for the adjustment of such matters, an account 
‘of the value of the property consumed—the place where taken, 
and the name of the owner, if it can be ascertained. 

ARTICLE OTH. 

That all private property, including cattle, horses, negro 
slaves, or indented persons of whatever denomination, thal may 
have been captured by any portion of the Mexican army, or 
may have taken refuge in the said arn.y since the commence- 
ment of the late invasion, shall be restored to the commander of 
the Texian army, or to such other persons as may be appointed 
by the government of Texas to receive them. 

ARTICLE 6TH. 

The troops of both armies will refrain from coming into con- 
tact with each other; and to this end the commander of the 
army of Texas will be careful not to approach within a shorter 
distance of the Mexican army than five leagues. 

ARTICLE 7TH. 

The Mexican army shall not make any other delay on its 
march, than that which is necessary to take up their hospitals, 
baggage, &c. and to cross the rivers. Any delay not necessary 
to these purposes, to be considered an infraction of this agree- 
ment. 

ARTICLE STH. 

By express, to be immediately dispatched, this agreement 
shall be sent to general Filisola, and to general T. J. Rusk, 
commander of the Texian army, in order that they may be ap- 
prised of its stipulations; and to this end they will exchange en- 
gagements to comply with the same. 

i - ARTICLE Oru. 

That all Texian prisoners now in possession of the Mexican 
army or its authorities, be forthwith released, and furnished with 
free passports to return to their homés, in consideration of which, 
a corresponding number of Mexican prisoners, rank and file, 
now in possession of the government of Texas, shall be immedi- 
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ately released; the remainder of the Mexican prisoners that 
continue in possession of the government of Texas, to be treated 
with due humanity;—any extraordinary comforts that may be 
furnished them, to be at the charge of the government of 
Mexico. 
, ARTICLE LOT. 
General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, will be sent to 
Vera Cruz as soon as it shall be deemed proper. 
The contracting parties sign this instrument for the above 
mentioned purposes, by duplicate, at the port of Velasco, this 
fourteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 
James Cottinswortn, Secretary of State. 
Baittey Harpman, Secretary of Treasury. 
P. W. Grayson, Attorney General. 


SECRET TREATY. 


Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, general-in-chief of the army 
of operations, and president of the republic of Mexico, before 
the government established in Texas, solemnly pledges himself 
to fulfil the stipulations contained in the following articles, so. 
far as concerns himself. 

ARTICLE Ist. 

He will not take up arms, nor cause them to be taken up 
against the people of Texas during the present war of indepen- 
dence. 

ARTICLE 2ND, 

He will give his orders, that in the shortest time the Mexi- 

can troops may leave the territory of Texas. 


ARTICLE 3RD. 


He will so prepare matters in the cabinet of Mexico, that 
the mission that may be sent thither by the government of Texas, 
may be well received; and that by means of negotiations, all 
differences may be settled, and the independence that has been 
declared by the convention, may be acknowiedged. 


ARTICLE 4TH, 
A treaty of commerce, amity, and limits, will be established 


between Mexico and Texas; the territory of the latter not to be 
extended beyond the Rio Biavo del Norte. 
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ARTICLE DTH. 


The prompt return of general Santa Anna to Vera Cruz, 
" being indispensable, for the -purpose of effecting his solemn en- 
gagements, the government of Texas will provide for his imme- 
diate embarkation for said port. 

ARTICLE 6TH. 

This instrument being obligatory on one part as well on 
the other, will be signed by duplicate, remaining folded and 
sealed until the negotiations shall have been concluded, when 
it will be restored io his excellency general Santa Anna; no 
use of it to be made before that time, unless there should be an 
infraction by either of the contracting parties. 

Port of Velasco, May 14, 1836. 

DAVID G. BURNET. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 
James Continsworts, Secretary of State. 
Bartey Haroman, Secretary of Treasury. 
P. W. Grayson, Attorney General. 


Mr. Baker further reprobated the notion of attaching the 
least value to the plighted faith or declarations of Santa Anna, 
in the event of his release, and by the institution of analogy, in 
the conduct of the monarch of France, who abjured and revoked 
before the chamber of deputies, all promises made by him while 
a prisoner; and the daring declaration of Napoleon to the Eu- 
ropean powers in his violation of faith with regard to Elba. The 
cannon, and not public opinion, should regulate his decisions; 
and thus it was until Waterloo checked him in his onward 
progress, on his own grounds, and taught him in Helena the 
opinion the world entertained of his good faith; and the smoth- 
ered feeling of revenge, like a slumbering volcano, that now 
rankled in the breast of Santa Anna, would not be sated while 
there was aman capable of bearing :..ms in Mexico,—until it 
had burst its lava in the blood of Texas. 

Mr. Wharton addressed the house eloquently on the adop- 
tion of the report; and entered into minute detail on the rea- 
sons that had at one time induced him to be favorable to the - 
release of Santa Anna; he considered at the period that he had 
first assented to it, that either in the event of Santa Anna com- 
plying with his promises, or acting the part for which he felt 
most disposed to give him credit, namely, that of deceit and 
treachery, the cause of Texas would be served, for in the latter 
instance, (and he expected nothing less from him,) did he place 
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"himself at the head of a greater force, and in violation of his 


faith, again attempt to strew ihe plains of Texas with the mang- 
led limbs of her citizens; the sympathies of the world,—those 
sympathies which had supported Texas in her hour of the most 
imminent peril, would be extended ten-fold to us, in admiration 
of our magnanimity, and noble bearing to our deadliest, most 
treacherous foe, and their utter execration would follow the 
monster to his grave. Now, however, the same motives did not 
exist; the time was not far distant perhaps, when he may be 
made useful to Texas in a far different way,—when her numbers 
in the field may render it necessary to hold bim asa hostage for 
capitulation: he would therefore vote that Santa Anna for the 
present, be detained as a prisoner; and concurred by the addi- 
tion of the words “for the present,” in the report: and as to 
seuding him to general Jackson to Washington, he could remove 
himself next day by habeas corpus, to any part of Mexico. 

Mr. Chenoweth commented on the nature of ihe treaty, as 
unconstitutional and illegal, and evidenced, even admitting its 
legality, sundry instances of Santa Anna’s violation of his con- 
ditions of the compact; and also concurred in the report. 

Mr. Green, in expressing his assent-to the report, took oc- 
casion to mark not only Santa Anna’s violation of the treaty in 
his orders to Filisola, but his utter inability and want of power 
te fulfil any of the obligations to which he had bound himself. 
He also commented in a happy vein of humour, on the conduct 
of Santa Anna. This great Napoleon the second, in his debar- 
kation from on board the Invincible, at one time threatening 
suicide by taking or pretending to take, large doses of opium; 
at other times threatening to throw himself over board; and at 
times sobbing, blubbering, and weeping, lest the people should 
devour or tear him piecemeal, when he landed, and when as- 
sured {by general Green, (and subsequently discovered the 
fact to be so,) “that there was not a Texian on Velasco beach 
cowardly enough to assault him;” he became one of the happiest 
men in the world, no bridegroom ever rivalled the joy that this 
hero experienced; yet he has had the audacity in his communi- 
cation, to censure those gentlemen who were in charge of him, 
and paid more attention than he certainly merited. The honor- 
able member concurred in the report. 

Mr. Archer and Mr. Bunton were both opposed to the re- 
port, and considered it a matter purely belonging to the execu- 
tive and senate, with which this house had nothing to do. 
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The ayes and nays were called; when there appeared 21 for 
and 5 against the adoption of the report. 
It was then moved to inform the president of the result of 
ibis application, which was carried. ° 
The house adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Frivay, Novemser 1l. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, aud the journal 
wasread. A message from the senate was announced, contain- 
ing articles and resolutions passed on the 8th November, forming 
the basis on which Texas claims admission to the Union of the 
United States; also allowing a private secretary to the Presi- 
dent. And on the llth November, joint resolutions explaining 
the different acts in relation to the service of volunteers, and 
extending those acts relating to bounty lands; also, affixing the 
adjournment of Congress to the Ist of December: ordered to lie 
on the table. ; 

Mr. Bunton presented a petition from William Oldham, 
administrator of James Bowie, deceased, and accompanying 
accounts; referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Bunton presented another petition from John Ingram, 
who had resided fourteen years in the country, claiming such ad- 
dition io his head right as would at least make it equivalent to 
the advantages others possessed by superior location with prior 
claims on the Republic. -The claims ofthe petitioner were sus- 
tained by Mr. Bunton, and it was seferred to a select commit- 
tee of three, Messrs. Bunton, Billingsly, and Robinson. 

Mr. Fisher presented a petition from Lieutenant James 
Humphries for the payment of 436 dollars 14 cents, for services 
rendered; bounties for which he had become security, &c.: re- 
ferred to the committeé on claims and accounts. f 

Mr. Billingsly reportéd an amended bill for the better pro- P 
tection of the Indian frontiers. 

Mr. Branch moved it lie on the table. 

Mr. Bunton hoped the house would immediately take up this 
bill, and act uponit. If gentlemen were acquainted with the 
sufferings of the inhabitants on the frontiers, it would not be dif- ° 
ficult to convince them that no time should be lost in putting 
into immediate operation the means of relieving them from those 
incessant outrages. Those means hitherto adopted were inef- 
fectual. The infantry could never be of the least service. The 
Prairie Indians would play around them, and laugh at them. A 
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mounted corps can alone effect the purpose. The council, last 
fall ordered a ranging corps, but it was never organized. The 
frontier of the Colorado—the waters of the Brazos lost many ofits 
inhabitants and much property. And what section ofthe country, 
when the iocsin ofalarm was sounded, produced better men, not- 
withstanding the outrages they suifered on the frontiers; they 
were firstin the field of battle, to present their breasts to danger. I 
also contend that a mounted corps is not more expensive than the 
infantry; and, when occasion presents itself, they will be always 
found ready as a most efficacious corps of cavalry in the field 
against the Mexicans, if necessary. It is idle in the extreme to 
talk of treating with the Indians; you cannot see them, nor can 
you effect any possible good by it. Thé mode devised by the 
bill is the only available one to defend the frontier. 

The Speaker informed Mr. Bunton he was not strictly in 
order, as a motion to lie on the table was before the house. 

The question being put that it lie on the table, the ` nays 
decided against. 

Mr. Roman remarked that it was only the report ofa mi- 
nority of the committee. 

Mr. Bunton pressed the adoption of the bill as amended, 
and argued the right of a minority to report. 

Mr. Fisher said that the President stated, that if trading 


houses were established, persons would enter into security that no- 


depredations should be committed, he would therefore move 
the postponement of the bill until to-morrow. Carried. 

Mr. Bunton reported from the select committee, on the pe- 
tition of M. B. Menard, a bill entitled an act relinquishing the 
government right to one league and labor of land on the east end 
of Galveston Island in consideration of the payment of fifty 
thousand dollars; read a first time and made the special order 
of a second reading at 11 o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. Rowe reported on a suitable location for the seat of 
government, and recommended Nacogdoches, from its numer- 
ous advantages, its dieting and lodging—its good water and sa- 
lubrity—its contiguity to the United States, and its complete 
security from the ravages of the enemy. 

Mr. Baker was delighted with all the advantages Nacog- 
doches possessed; particularly some of the last enumerated; (a 
laugh) he would, however, move that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on the state of the Republic, to report a bill, leaving a 
blank to be filled up by vote of the house; carried. 

Mr. Chenoweth reported by bill, that the laws of Texas 


135 ; 
and Coahuila were as yet unrepealed, and that volunteers still 
possessed the right to head rights and bounty lands, as under the 
old Jaws; and introduced a series of resolutions confirming those 
opinions. 

Mr. Baker observed that the same subject was before the 
judiciary committee, and he moved that it lie on the table: car- 
ried. 

.Mr. Hooper reported a bill relative to strays; read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Rowe moved a joint resolution of both houses, author- 
ising the secretary of war to modify the contract with Mimicam 

„Hunt, to commute 1240 men for half in provisions, to the at- 
tainment of majorship. 

Mr. Wharton could not well understand how men were to 
be commuted for provisions. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to future condi 
tion. 

y Mr. Bunton moved that the President be authorised to de- 
spatch a minister to the United States forthwith, to enter into 
negociations and treaties, and to affect the annexation of Tex- 
as. 

Mr. Green moved that that subject and all documents com 
mitted with it, be taken up at 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. Geraghty reported by bill, that all drafts and sen 
on the treasury bear interest from the date of their 
execution, and be received at par for taxes; read a first time 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. i 

Mr. Roman moved that five hundred copies of the report 
relative to Santa Anna, and the public and private treaties be | 
printed in pamphlet form: ordered. 

The house adjourned till 4 o’clock; and a quorum not being 
present, adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o’clock. 
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Saturpay, NovemBER 12, 1836, $ 

The house met this day pursuant to adjournment. And 

The journal was read. 

A message from the senate, conveying a joint resolution to 
confer on the bill for the negociation of five millions of dollars, 
was presented, and the rule to lie on the table being suspended; 

Messrs. Green, Baker, and Branch were selected for the 
conference. 

Mr. Fisher reported a bill from the military committee, for 
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the better defence of the Indian frontierss—Read a first time. 
Mr. Bunton hoped the house would not concur in the re-. 
port; it is said that the amended bill of yesterday cannot accom- 
plish its object. 
Mr. Green said that this was not the time on the first read- 
- ing ofa bill, to discuss its details. 
y- Mr. Baker contended that Mr. Bunton was perfectly in or- 
ier;—he availed himself of the ouly opportunity that could pre- 
sent itself of opposing concurrence in the report of the military 
committee, and there surely was no other way by which he could 
establish his opinion for its rejection, than by instituting a com- 
parison with its merits, and that of the bill before the house 
yesterday. : 
y Mr. Bunton proceeded;—The infantry at Victoria were | 
compelled to leave their horses to be taken; and there has been 
a signal failure in the ranging corps. So far from the army 
proving a defence to the inhabitants of the frontiers, they can- 
- not protect themselves against the Indians; it requires alert; 
agile, and dexterous men, that shoot a buffalo, or wind a deer to 
* watch those wily Indians. The appointment of infantry can do 
no possible good; it is like leaving a wheat farm without a bar- 
rier to turn off the stock; when, instead of raising a barrier to 
prevent thcir ingress, they strew the wheat outside to lure them 
off. The sufferings from those Indians are too great not to ar- 
rest your immediate attention; two hundred and fifty men can 
accomplish the whole object;—they must furnish their own hor- 
ses and accoutrements;—let them receive twenty dollars monthly 
pay, and 1280 acres, say at four bits the acre, we then have a 
mounted corps available against the Mexicans, should it become 
necessary; and when the tug of war comes, you will find the 
frontier men as brave as any in the field. Will you then leave 
such men unprotected? I trust not. Erecting trading houses as 
contemplated by the bill just read, may be very good; but I as- 
sert, they are utterly useless, unless protected. It would require 
much time, if it could ever be accomplished, to bring about such 
a state of things as to engage these Indians in the business of 
your trading houses. What, during the process of this civilized 
and amicable arrangement are the frontier men to do against 
the habitual outrages committed on them? What has been the 
effect of the attempt made before-to establish trading houses. 
There never was more than one load: of provisions .sent there, 
and no possible benefit derived from the experiment: [trust the 
house will not concur in the substitute offered by Mr. Fisher. 
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. Mr. Fisher.—The entire objection of the gentleman from 
Mina, seems to be, to the appointment of infantry. There is 
nothing in the bill preventing the adoption of the most efficient 
means to attain the desired object; he presumes that the bill 
proscribes those means that he himself may deem available; but 
such is not the case. 

Mr. Green.—I said yesterday that I was a frontier man,— 
that all my property was on the frontiers; and I am opposed tọ 
the bill of Mr. Billingsley, because ineflicient:—in fact, to both; 
and shall propose a resolution to refer the whole matter to the 
executive, who can devise decidedly the best means to defend 
the frontier, and to whom, in my judgment, the duty seems spe- 
cially to belong. General Jackson whipped these fellows to 
their homes.—Why cannot our executive do the same? 

Mr. Bunton had heard the gentleman speak more than once 
of all his property on the frontier, where he had no family, house, 
or even cattle. What injury could the Indians do to such pro- 
perty? He too wished to leave the matter to the executive, but 
to vest with the power on which to act. 

The speaker alluded to the singular circumstance of three 
distinct propositions engaging the attention of the house at the 
same time, and proposed a conference. 

Mr. Baker objected to a conference, and considered it no 


anomaly in legislation that three distinct propositions on one - 


subject should be before the house. 

The gentleman from Washington spoke to a point of order. 

Mr. Branch contended for vesting the right in the executive. 

Mr. Baker urged the amendments as proposed by the mem- 
ber from Mina; some of his own constituency were oppressed; 
and it has been asked one thousand times, What has this house 
done for us? What willitdo? I implore you, sir, to pass that 
bili as amended. If you substitute that of the military commit- 
tee, the people will consider themselves neglected, and their 
cause thrown aside. You must change the very character of 
the Indian before you can accomplish the object of the other 
bill in the manner it prescribes. It is said, the executive alone 
have the power in this matter; this house has the right to make 
laws to govern that executive in their power. Have we not as 
much experience as the secretary of war; yes, Sir, the bloody 
scenes on the frontiers are practical lessons, preferable to all the 
theory of books. I ask, what has the president to do with it? 
You seem to forget you are without laws. Where is your mili- 
tary organization? Isit not clearly our duty to make laws on 
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this as well as every other subject. I must confess I heard noth- 
ing to establish the value of those trading houses. he experi- 
ence of the United States shews that itis by an armed soldiery 
alone the outrages of these men can be repressed. All the trea- 
ties that ever were made with them were violated with a solitary 
exception,—that of William Penn. They never regarded any 
treaty; the western boundaries of the United States were laid 
waste; and if I may judge from their peculiar character, there 
is no protection but the rifle and the sword. The bill proposed 
by the gentleman from Mina, is decidedly the best that can be 
adopted; and I again implore you not to weigh in the balance 
human blood with dollars and cents. Surely, such an obstacle 
as money will not induce you to withhold your protection even 
within some miles of San Felipe, property has been lost, and 
lives destroyed. I hope the house -will not hesitate in its adop- 
tion of the amended bill. 

Mr. Archer said, there appears but a slight difference be- 
tween the bill, the amendment, and resolution. Questions of 
economy have been discussed; appeals to feelings on conflagra- 
tion, and mangled bodies are made. Is it to be said, because 
the imagination of gentlemen can depict blazing houses, and 
midnight scenes of outrage, they are therefore more competent 
to devise efficient means for the protection of the frontier, than 
the secretary at war, or our president. Have they had no ex- 
perience of such things? Itis said, we are in chaos, legislating 
in the dark;—that we may stop to weigh dollars with blood.— 
No such thing: but we propose to economize. We are without 
means, and we wish to leave to the wisdom of the executive the 
execution of those means they deem best to accomplish the ob- 
ject. Ihave been informed on good authority, that we may em- 
ploy any number of Cherokee Indians in our service, and I think 
about 200 would be sufficient, and far preferable to all the block 
houses you can erect. Werhave been referred to the experi- 
ence of the United States for the futility of effecting treaties 
with the Indians; and one remarkable instance, as quoted by 
the gentleman from Austin, is admitted as having been inviolably 
observed; and why? because William Penn kept good faith with 
the Indians, both in the letter and spirit of his treaties; and it 
is also a remarkable fact, that all treaties that have been viola- 
ted, it will be found to have been in the first instance on the 
part of the white settlers: there is, moreover, little hope of civi- 
lizing the prairie Indian; and I do think that these block houses 
are indispensably necessary. We are now, however, legislating 
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on guess work: -it will be necessary to appoint engineers to make 
the most judicious selection for these block houses. It is not for 
us to say Gonzales, or any other point is best. The wise direc- 
tions of the executive engineers, will determine this matter.— 
In the mode of defence by the Cherokee Indians, the inhabitants 
have another advantage,—they are not compelled to leave their 
honies, unless in the event of a greater force of Indians coming 
en masse, upon them. The question is, Is it better to withdraw 
these men from their homes or defend them in the manner I 
suggest? 

Mr. Bunton.—The people I represent do not want the Che- 
rokee Indians to protect them; they would entreat to be deliv- 
ered: from such protectors. Who can confide in them? What 
was their conduct at Matamoras?—They joined the Mexicans. 
Who would think of trusting the frontier to these treacherous 
butchers? I hope, that until some better evidence of their good 
faith is adduced, they do not deserve this important trust. The 
very same Cherokee Indians have formed an alliance with gene- 
ral Urea. 

Mr. Billingsley.—The gentleman from Brazoria extols the 
wisdom and efliciency of the president and secretary of war, and 
urges to leave this subject entirely to them. Last July, the peo- 
ple were obliged to abandon their homes; their property was 
destroyed, and themselves in danger. I went with ten men to 
the army, and petitioned the now secretary of war, to give me 
some men to assist me in this emergency. What was his answer? 
He would not give me a single one; nor would f take back the 
ten men I brought, nor obtain the assistance of any one on the 
road coming to the army.—These were the, patriotic feelings 
that then existed. I know not how far'they are improved since 
in behalf of the frontier men.—There are a few block houses 
now, with ten men in each. i 

Mr. Grcen defended the secretary of war, and stated seve- 
ral cases where he had despatched officers and men to defend 
the frontier, and under prozlamation of genera] Rusk, every 
horse in the army was taken, and were sent with men to join 
general Burleson in defending the frontier. 

Mr. Baker.—The people will be compelled to retire; they 
have done so before, and returned, because a sufficient body of 
rangers had been sent to their assistance. I implore those gen- 
tlemen I see around me, who are not exposed,nor their constitu- 
ents, to hesitate before they vote against this bill. Where can 
they find, where see these Indians to make treaties with tbem. 
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If they can do so—if they have any particular information or 
peculiar project to warrant the belief that these treaties can be 
effected, in God’s name let us have the information. But while 
these day dreams are being bodied forth, the plood of the peo- 
ple is wasted, and the conflagration of their property is going 
on. l presume some men will be sent to the Indians by the 
president to speak them friendly. O yes, and they will receive 
friendly answers. But do we not know their characters suffici- 
ently well? In the name of the people I pray you, in the name 
of God, and as an humble suppliant for those people, I pray you 
to pass this bill. 

Mr. Wharton.—Before this question is put, I beg to say that 
I regard the people on the frontier as much as any one in this 
house. I do not believe that block houses with a thousand men, 
would do any good. Ifsuch proposition were embodied in any 
act to be passed by this house, it is impossible that we can here 
defend the frontier. We do not sit the whole year round, and 
we are therefore compelled to leave it to the executive. Block 
houses and trading houses, about which there seems to be such 
difference of opinion, are precisely the same as far as regards 
their defence; and why they object to the one I cannot see. 
Trading houses will even have more defence; and I wish to give 
to the president the power to avail himself of all the resources 
of Texas if necessary, to defend the frontier. If there be no - 
confidence in the executive, then let the house adopt the bill 
originating in the senate, and confining the number to ten.—The 
bill here gives an unlimited power. Itis meant that the trading 
houses should be merchant places, and defended as well as the 
block houses; the latter are merely houses of defence; the for- 
mer to trade and defend. In addition to the settled force, I 
propose offencive operations, by an increased force. I think the 
most practicable, the bill of the military committee. 

Mr. Bunton.—The gentleman has omitted to notice that 
there is no provision for the organization of any corps in that 
bill. 

Several motions were then made relative to the bills and 
resolution of Mr. Green. 

On reference to the manual, it was decided that the motion 
“to strike out” as contained after the preamble of the military bill 
was first in order.—The motion was negatived, which was equi- 
valent to the affirmation of the bill from the senate. And 

After a motion of reconsideration and adjournment, which 
were both lost, the bill passed to its third reading on Monday, 
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by a majority of 20 to 3. i 
The house then adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Monay, Novemnrr 14. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read. 

A message from the senate containing the following acts 
was announced: 

An act providing for the increase of the navy, passed 14th 
November. 

An act to make provisions in rations and other comforts for 
soldiers and their widows in the town of Columbia, and other 
places, passed 12th November. 

An act to legalize marriage contracts; passed 12th Novem- 
ber. 

Resolution sending a minister to the United States. 

An aet to provide for the national defence by organizing a 
militia, passed 12th November. 

Mr. Branch reported a bill locating the seat of government, 
leaving a blank for the place; and empowering the President to 
expend a sum not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars for public 
buildings for both houses of Congress, from the Ist*day of April, 
to the year 1840; the place to be determined by a joint vote of 
both houses; read a first time. 

Mr. Bunton reported on the case of John Ingram, that the 
committee aware of the truth of the facts set forth, awarded as 
much more land as would amount to one third of a league, as 
guaranteed by the constitution: report received. 

Mr. Baker presented the credcntials of Clayborne West, 
from Jefferson county, as member of the house of representatives. 

Mr. West was invited to take his seat, and was qualified by 
the usual oath. _ 

A message from the President relative to the claims of Mr. 
Ingram was partly read, and on motion, referred to the commit- 
tee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Green moved that the joint resolution of the senate on 
sending a minister to the United States be taken up, and that 
the standing rule be suspended, in order that the resolution pass 
to its second and third reading. The bill passed unanimously. 

Before the bill passed, Mr. Gant was about to propose a 
provision that the treaties of the minister be referred back to 
the people, as he considered his plenary powers might induce 


tengt 


142 


him to encroach on the sovereign powers of the people, and con- 
vey away, if he deemed proper, the rights of the people. 

Mr. Baker, Mr. Archer and Mr. Bunton explained the 
mistake under which the gentleman from Washington had la- 
bored. The minister clearly possessed no power beyond that 
which Congress delegated to him, and Congress itself was amen- 
able to the constitution, which he supposed he might violate: in 
the recognition of the minister’s credentials, there was a tanta- 
mount recognition of the independence of Texas as a nation; 
but on che question of annexation, the congress of the United 
States would prepare a bill requiring a convention of the peo- 
ple in their sovereign character, to enact a constitution, in com- 
pliance with such conditions as the states and the people could 
jointly concur on, it could not be otherwise effected. The Unit- 
ed States could not purchase Texas, and then restore her sove- 
reignty. ‘There is no provision, however, in the constitution of 
the United States for her greater acquisition of territory; and 
when Louisiana and Florida were added, Mr. Jefferson urged 
the question on the grounds of its being a war measure. Our 
annexation, if effected, (and the mode is not quite clear,) must 
of course, be extra constitutional, and revert to the people. It 
cannot be done by treaty with General Houston or any body 
else. But a constitution must be remodelled by the people in 
consonance with the Federal Union of the North, and sus- 
taining ifs own individual rights and sovereignty; for the coun- 
try cannot, nor will not be guilly of a political felo de se. 

Mr. Green regretted the clog imposed on the resolution by 
Mr. Gant. It was, however, discovered that the provision of 
Mr. Gant was not seconded, and the joint resolution passed iis 
third and final reading. 

Mr. Baker moved that the bill founded on the petition of 
M. B. Meinard, entitled an act relinquishing the government 
claim to one league and labor of land on the east side of Gal- 
veston Island be taken up; it was made the order of the day for 
Saturday. 

Mr. Baker said I regret, Mr. Speaker, to be placed in the 
atitude of urging this bill on the attention of this house. Being 
a party interested, it presents the appearance of an over degree 
of anxiety on the part of a representative. I can, however, as- 
sure members that I feel no anxiety on the subject growing out 
of any individual interest that I may have. Had the matter 
been left to me alone, this proposition would not have been 
made, feeling, as I do, the utmost confidence in the validity of 
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our title, and persuaded as I am, that it will successfully bear 
the most minute and strict legal investigation. The other par- 
ties however, have thought proper to pursue the present ‘course, 
believing that their true interests would be promoled by his sa- 
crificing the sum of fifty thousand dollars for the purpose of 
placing their title on clear and unquestioned ground -in the 
minds of all. JI will, said Mr. B. explain in a brief manner, the 
nature of our title. a 

A grant of one league and one labor of land was made 
some years since, to Col. Juan N. Seguin by the state of Coahu- 
ila and Texas, with permission to locate the same on anr of the 
unappropriated lands of Texas. Col. Seguin, by his agent, 
Michael B. Menard, located the said land on the east end of 
Galveston Island, applied to James B. Woods, Alcalde of the 
jurisdiction of Liberty, for an order ofsurvey, and for the neces- 
sary title tothe same. The Alcalde, on an examination.of the 
grant, pronounced it genuine, and made a full and formal title 
tothe same to the said M, B. Menard as agent of the said Se- 
guin, who sold the same in accordance with the power vested 
in him to the parties in question. ; i 

The question arises, first, was the grant genuine? Second, 
was the land on Galveston vacant? Third: was the Alcalde of 
Liberty authorised to issue the title? On the first point, I assume 
the grant is genuine. I hold it in my hand for the inspection 
of congress, and I invite a criti¢al examination of it. On the 
second point, I answer, the land on Galveston was vacant— 
That it never was appropriated or reserved by either the na- 
tional or state government; and I challenge any one to point 
out where or how any such reservation can be found? It was 
as much vacant as any lands in Texas. And if this title is not 
good, then I boldly assert, not a title in Texasis good. Colonel 
Seguin is a residentMexican citizen of Texas,—-always a_liberal, 
and an American in principle, and if the majesty of the law is 
vindicated, this title will stand the test of investigation in any 
court of justice. On the third point, the grant itself shews that 
the alcalde of Liberty was the proper authority; because, it lay 
contiguous to that jurisdiction, and was considered as properly 
attached to that jurisdiction. I wish ‘it, said Mr. B. to be dis- 
tinctly understood, that the present application is made purely 
from a desire to enable the company to proceed untramelled to 
the consumation of their original design in establishing a town 
on this Island. I believe the public good would be promoted 
by it, and that the lands on Galveston Bay would be very much 
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enhanced in value. Itis said, however, that other gentlemen 
propose to give more. If there is any ‘gentleman who will give 
more after this information—and after being fully informed of 
the nature of our title, I invite him to make his proposition with 
an assurance that J will vote for it. I am satisfied no sale by 
this congress can affect our claim; and, cs our army is suffering, 
and in want of provisions and clothing, I again invite a bid from 
gentlemen, and shall be content to iry the strength of titles in a 
court of justice. 

Mr. Archer said that he was prepared to offer, and secure 
to that congress the sum of one huadred thousand dollars for 
that same league and labor, and he would inform the house, that 
although he had considered Galveston Island on Siturday, if the 
whole were sold, not worth the sum then offered, yet he was 
glad to find himself mistaken. And he would now inform the 
house, that under the title he had exhilited, on Saturday, six 
hundred acres of land had been sold for two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars; and to him, it appeared extraordinary, that if 
the title for which the gentleman from Austin had- contended, 
was so clear and indisputable, he should offer such a sum of mo- 
ney to this government, to confirm it. 

Mr. Baker again explained, that the sum was not offered 
because the title was in the slightest degree doubted; but in suits 
of law, however clear the title may be, the issue is sometimes 
doubtful; and it was offered to avoid the numerous disadvanta- 
ges under which individuals must labor, when contending a- 

-gainst a government, and the provision he held in his hind sug- 
gested by Mr. Green, shewed that there was no apprehension of 
other conflicting titles, for it provided that the relinquishment 
of the government right should not require the claim ofany third 
party; however, he would vote for the two hundred thousand dol- 
lars Mr. Archer has spoken of. He had already relinquished 
four leagues of land, and would now relinquish his part; but 
certainly not the title, which must be settled elsewhere, if gov- 
$ ernment can make that sum of money by it. 

i Mr. Green considered the offer not only presumptive evi- 
z dence, but prima facie that there was no ütle; for he would not 
give a peciune to confirm a title that was good in itself 

Mr. Baker considered the gentleman as unpardonably slow 

! in his comprehension, for a legislator, as he was in his utterance 

of the word peciune; for on Saturday, he considered it a liberal 
offer, and wrote the very provision read to the house. 
= Mr. Green said the gentleman must blame the God of na- 
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ture for his dullness, as much as he must blame fim for his own 
quickness. He had obtained, new information on the subject 
since then, and he would suggest that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on public lands, or that commissioners be despatched to 
lay out the land, and sell it to the highest bidder. 

Mr. Bunton moved it to be refered to the committee on 
public lands, with power to receive and report on propositions, 
and to publish their report twice in the Telegraph: carried. 

The house then adjourned till 7 o’clock in the evening. 

The house met at the hour appointed, and a quorum not 
being present, adjourned till 9 o’clock on Tuesday. 
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Tuespay, Mornine, Novemger 15, 1836. 

The house met this day, pursuant to adjournment, and the 
journal was read. 

Mr. Bunton presented a petition from S. B. Dickinson, for 
reimbursement of money expended in the United States as an 
agent, and for enlisting volunteers, amounting, in travelling ex- 
penses, to three hundred and twenty dollars: referred tothe 
committee on claims and accounts. ` 

Mr. Archer presented the petition of Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
urging the appointment of competent persons to investigate the 
titles to his lands, in order to make sale ofthe same, for the pur- 
pose of lending the proceeds to the government on the terms 
prescribed by the bond bill. 

Messrs. Archer, Cartwright and Boyd were appointed a se- 
lect committee. 

Mr. Chenoweth proposed a resolution that a committee 
of three be appointed, with full power to call on all persons, and 
to receive all papers, in order to obtain information relative to 
the troops that served under Austin, Burleson, Travis, Fannin, 
and Dimitt: carried. 

The Speaker named Messrs. Chenoweth, Bunton and 
Brush. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. ° 


The aci for organising and establishing the supreme court, 
and defining the powers and jurisdiction thereof, was taken up 
on its second reading. The house resolved itself into committee 
of the whole, and some very few verbal amendments, not affeet- 
ing in any of their modifications, the essential principles of the 
bill were passed. By suspension of the standing rule, it was 
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read a third time by its caption, and passed. 

The time occupied in reading and discussing the various 
verbal amendments considerable: after which, the bill organis- 
ing district courts was read. 

The house then adjourncd till half past two o’clock. 

HALF PAST TWO O'CLOCK. 

The house met at the adjourned hour. 

A message from the senate, containing the bill and various 
documents respecting the negotiation of a loan, not exceeding 
five millions of dollars, was presented by Mr. Scurry. Laid on 
the table. 

Also, a message from the President suggesting some amend- 
ments and the obliteration of the 52nd article in the bill for the 
Rules and Regulations ofthe Army was read. The bill was re- 
considered. 

Mr. Wharton moved the striking out the words “brevets” in 
the 52nd article. 

Mr. Baker made it a point of order, that this bill could not 
be amended; to do so, is contrary to the usage of the British 
parliament and the congress of the United States. A bill can 
only be amended on its second reading: if it pass both houses, 
and is rejected, you must only re-adopt it by a vote of this 
house, or reject it altogether; there is no alternative; and what- 
ever may b> said about the consequences, you cannot co a wrong 
whatever consequences may result from your correct course of 
legislation. Ordered to lie on the table. 

The message from the senate was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Green moved the house resolve itself into committee on 
the bill to organise and define the powers and jurisdiction of the 
district courts; read and adopted to the {0th section. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow. 


—<Lfr— 


Wepyespay Novemser, 16, 1836. 
The house met this day pursuant toadjournment. And 
The journal was read. f 
Mr. West presented the petitions of several inhabitants from Jeffer- 
son praying that the seat of government be located at Gilbert Stephen- 
sons, referred to the committee on county boundaries. i 
Mr. Baker as chairman of the Judiciary committee presented the 


following report: 
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The Judiciary committee to whom was referred a resolution of the 
house instructing them to report what laws are in force, granting to 
emigrants to this government a portion of land, or whether it would not 
be gvod policy to repeai or modify the same, have had the same under 
consideration and instructed me to report. That agreeably to all judi- 
cial tmbunals, all laws passed once by a competent authority remain in 
force, until they expire by their own limitation, or are repealed by the 
express legislation of subsequent competent authorities. All the laws 
of Mexico, and of Coahuila and Texas, not opposed to the constitution 
are consequently still in force, and will remain so until repealed by the 
legislative action ot this government. Not only however by the prin- 
ciples of law are the statutes of Mexico, and Cuahuila and Texas still 
in force, but the constitution expressly declares in the first section, of 
the schedule, “That no inconvenience may arise from the adopticn of 
this constitution it is declared by the Convention that all laws now in 
force in Texas, and not inconsistent with the constitution, shall re- 
main in full force until declared void, repealed, altered, ur expire by 
their own limitation.” The question arises are the colonization laws, 
inconsistent with the constitution? We are of opinion that they are 
not, there is nothing in the constitution expressly repealing the coloni- 
zation laws, nor is there any thing in it so repugnant that the coloni- 
zation laws and the constitution cannot both stand, and it is a principle 
that when the laws are apparently inconsistent, you must so construe 
them that both if possible may stand. 

The 10th section of the general provisions of the constitution de- 
clares ‘the quantity of land each man shall receive, this section so far 
from being a repeal of the colonizations law, is in confirmation of them, 
and the q iantity of land granted is only an extension of the liberal spi- 
rit, which induced the original passage of the colonization laws. The 
citizens of Texas who arrived previous to the declaration of indepen- 
dence, acquired certain rights under the colcaization laws of which 
they have not been deprived, by any provisions in the constitution, and 
of which it is not in the power of this congress to deprive them. 

In article the 17th of the colonization law of 1823, it is 
declared as a general rule, “ The colonist who arrived first shall 
have the preference in the s:lection of the land,” of this right the 
colonist would be deprived, if the colonization laws are repealed 
by the constiiut on, and to come to the conclusion, that this right 
is so taken away, it must be by a provision of the constitu- 
tion so clear, that no doubt must exist in the mind. Your com- 
mittee arc therefore of opinion that the colonization laws are still 
unrepealed, so far as respects those who emigrated to Texas 
previous to the declaration of independence. 

On the second branch of the subject, the committee are 
of opinion that the colonization laws ought to be repealed, so 
far as regards their future operation, but they consider, that in- 
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asmuch as, there are many citizens, who have acquired rights 
under the colonization laws, and who have waited years to pro- 
cure their titles, that justice, and sound policy require, that the 
different empresario’s contracts should be completed, so far as 
giving titles to the citizens resident in the country previous to 
the declaration of independence, and that arcgular land system 
should be established for the purpose of giving titles to all . 
others, and for the special purpose of giving titles to such volun- 
leers, as may be entitled to their discharges, to bounty lands and 
head rights, in all which they ask the concurrence of the house. 
MOSELY BAKER, 
Chairman of Judiciary committee. 

The report on motion of Mr. Bunton was laid on the table, 

Mr. Rowe, with leave of the house proposed a bill that all 
accounts due to the government and individuals bear a blank 
interest, unless a rate be previously agreed on by the parties, 

‘Read a first time. 

Mr. Gant moved that maj. G. W. Poe who has been enga- 
ged as acting pay master, report to the committee all his pro- 
ceedings in that department relative to land certificates 4c. gran- 
ted to volunteers, laid on the table. 

Mr. Baker moved a resolution that the president be autho- 
rized to issue his proclamation to raise an army of 20,000 volun- 
teers with the offer of bounty lands, and head rights, &c. Read, 
a first time. 

The speaker called the attention of the house to the act 
for negociating a sum on government bonds not to exceed five 

” millions of dollars, (which had been referred to a conference) now 
lying on his desk. 

Mr. White moved that the act be taken up, and read, and 
then moved the concurrence of the house in the amendments. 

Mr. Baker would not vote for the concurrence in any such 
amendments in anact whichhad passed both houses, and in such 
direct opposition to-the clear and explicit rules laid down in the 
manual. 

Mr. Gant considered that we were not bound by the rules 
laid down in the manual—the constitution clearly permitted us 
the right of re-consideration. 

Mr. Green concurred in the abstract with the general pro- 
positions of the member from Austin but would remind the house 
of the 21st article and Ist section of the constitution prohibiting 
the renewal of bills containing the same substance during the 
present session, and remarked on the evils that must result to the 
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country from the adoption of such a course on that suggested by 
the member from Austin. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches said he had heard the President 
assert that he did not intend to veto the bill, but merely io ask 
the concurrence in the correction of those errors that had pro- 
ceeded from the clerk—the senate agreed to view it in that light 
and sent it here. Concurred in. 

Mr. Green moved that the bill, and joint resolutions sent 
here from the senate be now taken up, a joint resolution from the 
senate allowing a private secretary to the president with a salag _ 
ry of fifteen hundred dollars was read, and ordered to be laid oy 
the table. 

Mr. Gant moved that the unfinished business of yesterday 
be resumed, and that the bill containing rules and regulations 
for organizing the army be ‘now taken up. 

Mr. Allen said that the errors of this bill sent back by the 
president were occasioned by the engrossing clerk,and could not 
as in the other case be considered a veto. 

Mr. Bunton argued on the same grounds, 

Mr. Baker said we certainly have the right to violate our 
rules, but as yet he had heard no reason urged for amending 
that bill, if the wisdom of Mansfield, Brougham and the im- 
memorial usage of the British House of Commons, with the un- 
deviating practice of the congress of the United States be too 
tramelled, and so unwise, as to be incompatible with the march of 
intelect, the wisdom of this house and the superior judgment of 
` independent Texas, then he might concur, but it must be shewn 
that the consummate wisdom of ages is folly compared to our 
superior light of judgment, before he could consent to adopt the 
suggestions of the gentleman on the opposite side. It is quite 
obvious that an explanatory act is the only mode of correcting 
those errors, or making ita law by its passage through both 
houses without the president’s signature. 

Mr. Bunton would remind the house that Mr. Baker had 
himself often moved for the suspension of rules, and argued that 
this house was not bound to any rules not embodied for the 
practice of this house and its guidance. 

Mr. Rowe would ask whether Mansfield and the manual or 
the constitution providing for the re-consideration was to be 
our guide. 

The speaker said the constitution was certainly imperative 
on the right to re-consider when sent back by the president. 

Mr. Rowe moved it be re-committed to the committee on 
enrolled bills. 
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Mr. Bunton seconded the motion—committed. 

The speaker said the next joint resolution from the senate 
was for the adjournment of the congress on the first December, 
ordered to lic on the table. 

An act to legalise marriages being next in order from the 
senate was read a first time. 

An act to organize the militia of Texas was concurred in. 

Mr. White moved the house take up the unfinished business 
of yesterday, and consider the bill organizing the district courts, 
in committee of the whole on its second reading—several a- 

Fiendments were agreed to, and it passed its second reading. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

. THREE O’CLOCK P. M. 

The bill organizing and establishing the jurisdictiom of dis- 
trict courts was again taken up by suspension of the standing 
rule, and passed to its third reading, having been read by its 
caption. . 

The house then adjourned until I0 o’clock to-morrow. 
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Tuurspay, Novemser 17. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read and amended. 

A message from the senate containing several joint resolu- 
tions and bills that had passed that house, was presented by Mr. 
secretary Scurry, and by the rule of this house, laid on the table. 

Mr. Branch presented a petition from Andrew Devereaux, 
for payment of services rendered as a teamster, in conveying 
provisions for the army. Referred to the committec on claims 
and accounts. 

Mr. Rowe presented a report from the committee on en- 
rolied bills, on the act for organising the army, with the Presi- 
dent’s accompanying message on the subject, and suggesting the 
erasure of the words “brevets,” in 52nd section of the bill. 

Mr. Baker avowed his intention of recording his protest 
against such amendments; it is so clearly unconstitutional to do 
so. You have no right to send that bill back to the President 
on reconsideration, if it pass two-thirds of this‘house and the 
senate, if becomes the law of the land. He would then 
ask, is it the intention to send that bill back to the Presi- 
dent, or pass itin the manner defined by the manual and wisdom 
of ages, 

Mr. Green entered into a history ofthe bill, and consider- 
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ed, that as the errors which were objected to, by the President, 
emanated from the clerk, there could not be a violation of any 
fundamental principle in adopting the amendments, ofthe com- 
mitiee on enrolled bills, and sent back to the President: the 
question was then taken and carried. 

Mr. Baker would certainly record his name against the 
concurrence, as it was quite obvious to him, that the only con- 
stitutional mode is by an explanatory act; and he considered it 
a dangerous precedent, which that house would, perhaps, before’ 
the lapse of this session, experience. 

On a division of the house, there were 14 for, and 10 against 
the concurrence. 

The Speaker, on motion of the adoption of the bill as 
amended, was of opinion, that it required, with regard to this 
house, the assent of two thirds, before it was sent to the senate 
for the same ordeal, in order that it be a law without the signa- 
ture of the President, he having recommended to strike out a 
whole section. 

Mr. Wharton did not conceive the committee on enrolled 
bills made any amendments; they were obviously a correction 
of the errors made by the clerk. 

Mr. White said the bill yesterday was before the house, 
for the consideration of adopting amendments in which it has 
concurred, and this bill as amended, never having been before 
the President, it must, of necessity, on a bare majority, be pre- 
sented to him. The bill as amended passed, and was sent to 
the senate. 

A joint resolution authorising the President to re-organise / 
the Army in conformity with the regulations of this congress; 
or, when this congress is silent, the principles of the militia of 
the United States, was read, and having passed both houses, 
was referred to the committee on enrolled bills for presentation 
to the President. 

An act for establishing a new county to be called Travis, 
that passed the senate the 15th October, was read a first time. 

An act for the senate to repeal all colonization laws here- 
tofore in force in Texas, was read a first time. 

A joint resolution from the senate for the relief of J. M. 
Wolf was read a first time. 

An act from the senate, authorising the printing and pub- 
lishing of the acts of the provisional government, the ordinances, 
&c, of the convention of March last, and the acts of the present. 
congress, in 20,00 copies. 
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An act from the senate prescribing certain oaths to be 
taken by the officers of the government, and to be administered 
by the speaker of the house of representatives, read.a first time. 

A joint resolution from the senate, affixing the adjourn- 
ment of congress on the Ist day of December next, was taken 
up on its second reading. 

Mr. Bunton moved that it be made the order of the day 


” for Monday week. Lost by a majority. 


Mr. Wharton moved’ that the farther consideration be 
postponed until Saturday week. Lost by a majority of one. 

Mr. Rowe moved it be now taken up; carried. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the resolution be rejected; we 
have had no laws heretofore, and he did not wish that an ad- 
journment take place until every necessary law be passed for 
the benefit of the country. It was said it was unheal- 
thy. Was it unhealthy at the Alamo? Was it unhealthy 
at San Jacinto? He was as anxious to adjourn as any other 
person, but not until the duties they had undertaken were duly 
performed. Perhaps it is the last congress we may sit at as an 
independent nation. | 

Mr. Bunton said the mariner who suffered most at sea, 


” when he got into harbor, would be unwilling to leave ii, until 


his bark was repaired. This country hassuffered a heavy storm, 
and we have not repaired or organised, nor cannot, within « fort- 
night place the country in that condition that she ought to be. 

Mr. Baker enumerated about twenty or thirty bills that as 
yet, were not beforethe house, and are absolutely necessary. 
He would move the indefinite postponement. Lost on a divis- 


` ion of the house by motion of Mr. Green, to take up the original 


question. It was carried by a majority of three, aud the resolu- 
dion was adopted. 


The E adjourned until 9 o’clock. 
—f<Lf— 


Fripay, November 18, 1836. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read. 

Mr. Wharton on the part of the military committee, 
reported that the brass cannon presented by the ladies of 
Havanna, was on board the private schooner Tom Toby, and 
moved a resolution to request the secretary of war to obtain the 
same. 

Mr. Wharton reported a bill to organise the military es- 
tablishment of Texas. Read a first time. 
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> Mr. Wharton would call the attention of the house.to the: 
vote of yesterday; and adjournment of congress on the first ay 
of December, He availed himself of that opportunity, as 
“he was aware it was the clerk’s duty to inform the senate of that 
vote, 
_ Mr. Green said it was not competent for Mr. Wharton, 
whe voted in the minority, to make such motion. 

' Mr. Hooper, who voted in the majority, made the motion 
to reconsider the vote. It was carried. 

Mr. McKinney reported from the committee on claims 
and accounts, Reported the claim of Mr. Dickinson for 
320 dollars as agent of this Republic in the United States, as 
just ordered, to lie on the table. 

Mr. McKinney presented from the same committee, the 
claims of General Thos, J. Green for.§20,333 (exclusive of his 
services,) for money expended for the benefit of the Republic, 
and recommended the payment of that amount by goverment 
bonds. Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Green hoped some member would propose that the 
subject be recommitted, and the committee instructed to report 
by bill or otherwise an authority to the President to issue scrip 
to-be sold by him at the minimum value, in liquidation of that 
amount, as twelve months or two years may elapse before. the 
government bonds are ready. to be-issued; and either his land 
should be forfeited on its mortgage, or the government land sold. 

‘Mr, Archer moved the recommital; carried. ` 

Mr. Green moved a resolution to invite the senate to- eleet, 
at 4 o'clock this day, the -chief justice of the supreme court; 
and would take that opportunity to nominate the ‘honorable T. 
J. Rusk as candidate for the appointment. i ; 

“Mr, Baker considered such resolution ` extondingly prema- 
ture, , The courts were not yet organised ; he would move it lie 
on the table; carried. 

Mr. Gant moved a resolution to appoint two legal eile 
men to organise a penal code to be presented to the next ‘con- 
gress; and such gentlemen be elected by a Joust: vote of both 
houses; read a first time. . 

Mr. White reported a bill authorising. the oourta to audit 
claims and accounts; read a first time. —- 

‘Mr, Baker moved that the judiciary ERT bé allowed 
aclerk,to be paid in the same manner as. the clerk on the mili- 
my committee; carried. 

aMi Rowe moved by joint resolution, that Messrs: Hooper 
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and Wright, who were elected to this house before their term of 
three months’ services expired, by about fourteen days, be al- 
lowed the same quantity of bounty land as if that term had ex- 
pired during their military services; read a first time. 

Mr. Roman moved by billthat a halfleague of land be 

-added to the bounty lands of all officers and soldiers who were 
engaged on the 2lst of April at San Jacinto; read a first time. 

Mr. White moved to take up the bill for the confiscating 
certain lands; carried, and subsequently referred to the judicia- 
ry committtee. 

Mr. Billingsly moved that the bill for the better protec- 
tion of the frontier be taken up; carried, and referred to a select 
committee of three, Messis. Bunton, Baker and Gant. 

Mr. Billingsly moved that the report on joint resolu- 
tions specifying the amount of payment to be made to the Ran- 
gers be taken up; carried on its second reading, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that the bill establishing a rate of 
interest on all orders &c. drawn on the treasurer, leaving a 
blank interest fromthe date of their execution be taken up, and 
received at par for taxes; carried. 

Mr. Green moved that the sum of 8 per cent. be inserted; 
it was an usual rate of interest in many parts of the states. 

Mr. Bunton would object to that rate, as many articles 
were considerably overrated in their value; such as horses, and 
other articles sold to government. One old horse was rated, to 
his knowledge, at three or four times its value. 

- Mr. Green considered the poor man who lost his horse, or 
had his property taken, had as much right as he who had ad- 
vanced money. 

Mr. White had three objections to the rate of interest: 
first, because many articles were extravagantly rated; second- 
ly, sold to government, were sold at their then highest value, and 
were in the hands of speculators; thirdly, cash advanced had a 
standard value, and of course, ought to be distinguished. 

Mr. Wharton thought 5 per cent. sufficient. 

Mr. White moved that it lie on the table; lost. 

Mr. Green’s motion to insert 8 per cent. was carried on a 
division, by the vote of the speaker. 

Mr Baker moved an amendment to the resolution, provided 
that the interest on all such drafts or orders that may have been 


, transferred previous to this time, shall be paid to the person in 


whose name the draft or order was issued; and it shall be the 
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duty of the treasurer, in paying all such drafts or orders, to re- 
tain in his hands said interest for the use of the parties so enti- 
tled to receive it. 

It was moved by Mr. Branch to refer it toà select com- 
mittee ofthree; and Messrs. Wharton, Branch and Allen of Mi- 
lam, were appointed. - .- 

Mr. Wharton moved to take up the joint resolution on the 
vote of postponement, on the first. 

Mr. Green moved, seconded by Mr. Wharton, that the 
consideration of the vote be entered upon on Monday week.— 
Carried, 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that the joint resolution for the re- 
lief of T. M. Wolf be taken üp, authorising the.payment of» 
$1402 72 cts.; passed the second reading. A3 

The speaker said there were several decuments appertain- 
ing to the agency of Mr. Wolf, in the United States, some of 
them printed, and one a petition from Mr Wolf, which was read, 
accounting for his agency in the States. 

Mr. White moved it to be referred to the committee ọn 
claims and accounts, with the accompanying documents; car- 
ried. 

Mr. McKinney. moved that Mr, Rowe be added to the 
committee on claims and accounts, Mr. Pennington being sick. 
Carried. 

Mr. White’s name was added to the committee on public 
lands. 

Mr. Baker moved that Mr. Gant and.Mr. Allen of Milam, 
who were on no committees be added to such as require their 
services, 

The speaker said he would not forget them. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

THREE O'CLOCK. | 

Thé housé met this day- at the hour appointed. - 

Mr. West moved that the bill creating and establish- 
ing post offices be taken up; but on motion, from its length, 
it was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Billingsley moved that the act making an appropriation 
for G. & T. H. Borden; printers, be taken up on its second read- 
ing. It passed toa third reading by suspension of the standing 

eS. : 

Mr. White moved that the joint resolutions confiscating 
certain lands be taken up, and appropriating said lands as. a 
source of revenue to government. 
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Mra. White moved it be engrossed. 

Mr. Baker said 1,500 or 2,000 leagues of land would tie 
confiscated, and he would remind the house that such land 
would be available to the volunteers who are secured in their 
rights by the organic law, the acts of the 17th March, and of 
this congress; he would therefore move it be referred to. the 
judiciary committee. 

Mr. Branch moved that the bill locating the seat r gov- 
ernment be taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Rowe moved tostrike out the first of April; lost. 

Mr. Rowe as chairman on enrolled bills, reported two that 
had been presented to the President, and received his signa- 

«ture—the one for the relief of Erastus Smith—the other author- 
ising a minister plenipotentiary to the United States. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved as an amendment to thé bill for lo- 
cating the seat of government, that three commissioners be ap- 
pointed to superintend public buildings; lost. 

The bill was then read a‘second time, and, by suspension 

of the rule, passed to its third and final reading. 
-. Mr. Blilingsley, moved that the-joint resolution that passed 
the senate November 16th, be taken up, prescribing certain oaths 
of office-to the officers of government:.it passed its second read- 
ing, and by suspension, was finally read. 

Mr. Branch moved that the act confirming the authority of 
colonels Handy, Huston and Morgan as government agents to 
the States be read. 

On. motion of Mr. Bunton, it was referred to the committee 
on public lands, 

Mr. Gant moved that the bill instructing the President to 
authorise competent persons to translate the Spanish laws of 
of Coahuila and Mexico be taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Baker moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

Mr. Billingsley moved the house adjourn till 10 veloek to- 
morrow. 

r: TEENER Nonii 19. 
‘The house met this morning pursuant to adjournment, and 
the journal was read. 
The Speaker said as many of the gentlemen on the com- 
mittee of claims.and accounts were sick, he would ane thereto 
the names of Messrs. Geraghty ane Gant. 
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- Mr. Branch presented a petition or proposals for the loca- 
tion of the seat of government from J. K. Allen, replete with 
most cogent reasons for the selection of the town of Houston. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. Branch presented a petition from G. W. Hawkly for the 
location of the seat of government at Groce’s Retreat; addressed 
to general Green as chairman of the select committee, on a town 
to be laid ọffand called San Jacinto. Laid on the table. 

Mr. McKinney, as chairman of the committee on claims 
and accounts, to whom was referred the question, whether hors- 
es taken fordhe benefit of the army, should be paid for, reported 
by joint resolption in the affirmative. Read a first time. Also, 
the claims of I. M. Wolf were recommended for payment. 

r. Archer said from actual knowledge of the services of 
MessrsagW olf and Dickinson, after the fall of San Antonio; in 
their useful delegation as agents to the United States, and the 
payment of their own expenses at that period, entitled them to 
immediate consideration, he would move concurrence in the 
report. Carried. _ 

Mr. McKinney, on the claims of William Bryan, recom- 
mended payment of $77,468 26 cents in land scrip at minimum 

rice, i 
: Mr. Archer, in forcible corroboration of the report of the 
committee, entered into detail on the invaluable services of Mr. 
Bryan at a period when it was difficult to find an agent, and 
most disinterestedly proffered his own capital and credit in aid 
of the cause of Texas. 

Mr. Billingsly moved the suspension of the rule, that the 
report or joint resolution may pass to its third reading. 

Mr. Branch would enquire what was the minimum value? 
Land then worth fifty cents, is now worth a dollar. - And he 
thought the bill ought to be deferred, until this matter be accu- 
rately ascertained. 

Mr. Archer said the land at that period, was not worth 25 
cents, when Mr. Bryan had advanced this amount. 

Mr. Green considered it a debt that should be immedately 
liquidated. Mr. Bryan became endorser for this government, 
and the money is now due of him, rather of this government, 
atid the most speedy means should be adopted forits payment. 

Mr. Baker moved as an amendment the following resolu- 
tion to be recommitted to the committee on claims and accounts: 
“That scrip for land be issued by the President, as has been 
heretdfore done, sufficient to pay the sum of $77,468 68 cents, 
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said to be due by this government, for which William Bryan, of 
New Orleans is responsible; and that said scrip be delivered to 
Mr. Bryan, who is authorised to sell and dispose of the same, at 
not less than the minimum price of fifty cents per acre, provided 
that the said Bryan shall take proper vouchers from the persons 
to whom he shall pay said debts, and file them in the office of 
the secretary of the treasury of the Republic of Texas, Re- 
committed. aca 

Mr. Green presented a report from’ the seleet committee 
on the petition of general M. B. Lamar,” recomppending the 
adoption of its prayer as laudable. Concyged in. , 

Mr. Bunton reported from the committee, to whom was 
referred the bill for defence of the frontiers. Several amend- 
ments were made to the original bill, by the addition of sundry 
sections. The report, with the amendments were unapjmously 
adopted. P ” 

Mr. Baker moved that the bill ag amended be engrossed 
and made the order of the day for a third reading* on Monday. 

Mr. Baker moved by leave to introduce a bill, granting 
head rights to volunteers wh» have arrived in the country since 
the declaration ofindependence. Read a first time. 

Mr. Rowe moved a resolution “that a committee of three 
be appointed in this house to act with a joint committee of the 
senate, on the petition of M. B. Lamar. 

Messrs. Rowe, Allen of Milam and Fisher were named, 

Mr. Baker moved by leave, a bill for the relief of volun- 
teers and foreigners. Read a first time 

Mr. Green introduced a bill to authorise the President to 
organise an army of volunteers not to exceed forty thousand.— 
Read a first time. 

Mr. Baker moved the report of the judiciary committee on 
the statute and colonization laws of Coahuila and Mexico, be 
taken up. Concurred in. 

Mr. Baker also reported a bill for the benefit of all those 
that were citizens before the declaration of independence, ap- 
pointing commissioners to certify titles and issue them to those 
who have a legal right to them under the former laws.— 
Read a first time. 

Mr. Archer remarked, that under the colonization laws, no 
one but a Roman Catholic could hold lands, and the report de- 
claring them still in force, would, of course, be attended with 
serious inconvenience. 


Mr. Baker said the constitution removed that disability, 
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but not the right under the colonization laws, of granting land; 
and the report provides that nothing incompatible with the con- 
stitution shall remain as law; and it has beeen repealed by the 
constitution, as far as regards that disqualification. The report 
assumed only general propositions, and did not enter into detail; 
as not only that disability, but many others, were removed by 
the constitution. 

Mr. Bunton moved the report be concurred in. Carried. 

Mr Rowe moved a biil repealing the colonization laws, 
and granting land to emigrants who arrive after the first of Jan- 
uary 1837. Read a first time. 

Mr. Baker moved: that the bill be taken from the archives 
ofthe secret session, appointing commissioners to select certain 
lands forfeited to government, and be now read. Referred to 
the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Bunton moved to take up the bill affiixing the salaries 
| Vof the officers of the civil list. 
= pape house resolved itself into committee of the whole on 
the bill. 
Mr. Bunton moved that $10,000 to the President be strick- 
enout. Carried. 

Mr. Green remarked on the salary of the President of the 
United States, as being 25,000,:and considered the sum too 
little to enable the President to support the dignity of his office. 
It was a remarkable fact, that Mr. Bunton would vote an im- 
mense sum for defence of the frontiers, and isnow anxious to cut 
down the salary of the President. 

Mr. Baker said yes sir, the whole domain of Texas for de- 
fence, but not one farthing for ostentatious fisplay or gratuity. 
He considercd the sum much too great for-her impoverished 
condition. 

Mr. Archer said if sir, we claim to mingle with the family 
of nations, it is impossible we can do so, while we reduce our 
President to this beggarly scale. Munroe, Jefferson and Mad- 
ison, all were ruined in their property by this office. Our ex- 
tent of territory, and our comparatively trifling debt, place us 
in an eminently more prosperous condition than were the United 
States of the North, after the revolution. He could not concur 
in reducing the salary. l l 
Mr. Bunton would say in reply to the gentleman from Bex- 
f ar, that the country at any expense must be defended; but itis 
peculiar to republican form of governments to economise; we 
eave to autocrats, kings and aristocratic governments the lavish 
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aad unpardonable expenditure of the people’s resources. He 
had heard comparisons with the United States, England and 
France in determining the scale of salaries. Sir, we should be- 
come the butt of ridicule to the world, that knows our situation, 
to adopt such a course. Like the frog in the fable, trying to look 
big without a dollar in the treasury.. Who were of higher stand- 
ing, he would ask, than Jefferson, Franklin and Madison, wha 
were not glutted, with the public revenue. The domain or ter- 
ritory in Texas is not an excuse for these lavish sums; and when 
the volunteers’ bounty lands and head rights have been located, 
the territory of Texas will be pretty well exhausted. 

Mr. Green considered that not only the President’s salary, 
but that of your minister to the United States is infinitely too 
low. How can he entertain members of congress around the 
evening fire side—invite them to dine, and there, in social con- 

-4 verse, display to them the condition of our suffering country — 
where an argument is more impressive and effectual than the 
most powerful oratorical displays on the floor of the United 
States congress. 

Mr. Baker said “Alas poor Yorick !” he had often heard, 
but now it is alas poor Texas. Some gentlemen take pleasure. in 
ridiculing her poverty, her supposed insolyency; others take 
pleasure in commenting on her idle, broken promises; and now 
we are called on by some of the same party, to give an enor- 
mous salary to the President. Sir, itis not by silly shows, or 
public dinners, wine at the table of our president or minister, 
that our cause is to be served, or Texas relieved from her mise- 

_sies. This year is far advanced, and there can be no necessity 

’ for this sumptuous extravagance, which would be criminal and 

~ unjust. Our President has no grandees to entertain; perhaps 
he might be encamped in the field before long, and he would 
seriously recommend not to waste the public resources; for even 
yesterday, a volunteer at that bar asked for the price of a din- 
ner. Provide for them first, before you talk of such things. - 

Mr. Green would ask if that bil] would pay his expénses— 
his butcher, or the contingent expenses daily incurred? No sir, 
it will pay nothing of the kind; yet these things must be pro- 
vided. og 

Mr. Bunton said it was not by dinners or drinking he was. 
F to sustain his popularity, as the member from Bexar. may ima- | 
gine, but by his acts. , Z 

The salary of the President, after many motions to fill up 

the blank, was agreed to at ten thousand and one dollars. 
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A discussion on the President’s salary, and that of the other 
civil officers arose, when l 

Mr. Speaker Ingram proposed a reduction in the salary of 
the Vice President, ashe himself, on this floor, announced his 
opinion of the nature of his situation, which was merely honora- 


`- The debate on the other salaries was not this day interest- 
ing. 
After which the house adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday. 
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Monpay, Novemser, 21. 

The house met this day pursuant to adjournment, and the 
journal was read. 

Mr. Branch read further proposals from Mr. Allen binding 
himself in the sum of ten thousand dollars, or such bond as gov- 
ernment may require, that all the necessary buildings for con- 
gress, and the clerks shall be erected by the first of April 1837. 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Fisher moved the petition of J. W. Moody, which was 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Baker reported on the bill referred to the judiciary 
committce entitled “ah act confiscating certain lands,” with some 
amendments which were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Baker reported on the bill authorizing the president to 
have the colonization laws of Cahuila and Texas, and those of 
Mexico that referred to the colonization laws translated with 
several amendments—the report was concurred in. 

Mr. McKinney reported on the petition of Capt. Oldham 
administrator of James Bowie deceased, recommending that such 
claims be referred to judicial persons authorized by congress to 
audit the same. 

Mr. Bunton moved that Mr. Oldham be permitted to with- 
draw his papers. 

Mr. Baker moved that the committee report by bill on the 
principles contained in the report, as he deemed them of much 
. importance to the country, and said that the notion of adjourn- 
ing until the whole business of congress was disposed of, he 
could not, nor would not entertain; the report was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The motion of Mr. Baker to instruct the committee on 
claims and accounts to report by bill was carried. 

Mr. McKinney reported on the-claims of Wm. Bryan of 
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New Orleans, by resolution recommending the issuing of scrip 
bythe president in liquidation of his demands, provided that the. 
receipts be filed in the treasury office, for such debts as have 
been contracted for this government. 

Mr. Rowe moved concurrence in the report, agreed to—the 
rule was suspended, and the joint resolution read a second and 
third time, the caption of the bill agreed to was “joint resolu- 
tions for the relief of Wm. Bryan and others.” The bill asamen- 
ded by the judiciary committee on confiscated lands was put on 
its second reading, and ordered to be eugrossed, as also was the 
bill instructing the president to have the colonization laws trans- 
lated. 

Mr. Gant moved to take up the bill appointing persons to 
frame a penal code. l 

Mr. Baker considered that there was no necessity for such 
a billas the committee organizing the judiciary courts, will of 
course establish a criminal code as required by the constitution. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill entitled “an act for the bencfit of volunteers and 
foreigners was called for, and by suspension of the rules was read 
a third time. 

Mr. Bunton moved to take up the bill for the better pro- 
tection of the Indian frontier as now engrossed, the bill was 
not engrossed through the pressure of business devolving on the 
engrossing clerk. 

Mr. Archer bore testimony to the assiduity of the clerk, 
and the bill on motion of Mr. Bunton was read a third time and 

assed. 
i Mr. Louis moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock. carried. 


ee 


The house met at 3 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

The post office bill on motion of Mr. West was taken up 
and the house resolved ilself into a committee of the whole, and 
a several amendments, amongst which was one thai Mr. 

ranch suggested to refer the appointment of post masters and 
the location of places to the fiat of the president. 

Mr. Ingram would certainly oppose the most indirect inter- 
ference on the part of the executive with the post office, and if 
this congress are incompetent to regulate and properly legislate 
on such a subject they might as well refer all legislation to him 
at once, he Mr. Ingram did not wish to infringe on executive 
power, neither did he wish that he should have the most indirect 
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connection with that department, in times of exciiement, if the 
president’s creatures are named as post masters, then there can 
be no security for the safe transmission of our letters which may 
be opened or destroyed without our knowledge. 

Mr. Branch proposed only to give the executive the power 
of rejection or veto on a bad appointment but when these ap- 
poirtments are made, they arethen completely under the control 
of the post master general, the question was lost. 

Mr. Rowe did not think the independence of the post office 
sufficiently secured while the head of that department is subject 
to the appointment of the president, he would therefore move 
that the post master general be elected by joint ballot of both 
houses, &c. 

Mr. Ingram. It had been well said in the United States, that 
making the post master one of the cabinet resulted in the bank- 
ruptcy of that department, the predecessor of the prescni in- 
cumbent was a man of business habits, and that department 
flourished, but since the head of that department has become 
one of the cabinet, the post office department has been ruinous- 
ly neglected. 

The question on Mr. Rowe’s amendment was put and car- 
ried, the committee rose reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again, after which the house adjourned until 10 o’clock to- 
morrow. 


hRP— 


Turspay, NOVEMBER 22. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read. 


The petition of J. W. Moody and Willis A. Faris was 


read, for providing stationary &c. for the use of the house. Re- 
ferred to a committee of three; viz. Messrs. Chenoweth, Bunton 
and Cartwright. and that the same committee be requested to 
provide a stove. 

Mr. Baker enquired as to a bill authorising the commissa- 
ry general io provide corn, &c. ' - 

Mr. Fisher said the military committee have had the mat- 
ter under consideration, and that the object ofthe member from 
Austin is provided for in another bill reported to the house. 

The petition of Thomas Borden and others for the loca- 
tion of Fort Bend as the seat of government, was read 
and ordered to iie on the table. 

Mr. Branch from the committee on ways and means, moved 
a bill to restore public credit. Read a first time. 


ge 


? 


a 


164 


Mr. McKinney reported on the claims of T. J. Green by 
bill, authorising the President to place in the hands of General 


Green 50,000 acres of land scrip. Read a first time, 


Mr. Fisher moved a suspension of the rule, as Mr, Green’s 
property was mortgaged in the United States, and the money 


was now due. 
The question being taken, was negatived. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The act affixing the salaries of the civil list was, on motion 


of Mr. Archer, taken up. 


Mr. Green moved the salary of two thousand dollars for 


a Secretary of Legation. 


Mr. Archer supported the motion; asin the event of the 


death of the minister, the papers may be left to a lodging house 
keeper, or other strangers, both secret and private communica- 
tions; and it would,in such event, become the -duty of the sec- 
retary of legation to secure them as responsible to this govern- 
ment; and the numerous communications will require the em- 
ployment of more than two or three clerks from his (the min- 
ister’s) private finances. The amendment was put and carried. 


A motion was made to strike out the post master’s salary. 


Carried. 


i sums 


Mr. Bunton said if we have acted foolishly in giving large 
to such men as the secretary of the navy, and making a 


commodore to command a little schooner, it does not follow that 
we are to bestow these large sums unnecessarily on every ap- 
plicant for office. We have now officers enough to command 


the whole Russian army. 


The Post Master’s salary was determined at $2,000 
The Vice President’s salary was reduced to $2,000 


The Secretary of State $3,000 
The Secretary of the Treasury $3,000 
The Secretary of War $3,000 
The Secretary of the Navy $3,000 
The Attorney General $3,000 
The Commissioner-General of land office $3,000 
The Chief Clerks $1,500 
The Treasurer $2,500 


The Speaker of the house of representatives and 
The President of the Senate (while acting) $7 per day. 
Assistant Clerks Oo. “« 


The Reporter glo « « 
The Translator Rw «u 
The Sergeant-at-Arms 5u w 
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Mr. Gani contended against the injustice of the sum allow- 
ed to the minister as an outht; whose situation is infinitely more 
comfortable than the condition of the soldier in the field, who is 
as yet unpaid. He therefore would move to strike out 4,500 
and insert $2,000. The question being taken, on a division, 
was lost. 

Mr. Baker moved other sections. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, that no portion of the 
above salaries or pay of members of congress shall be allowed, 
except in equal ratio with the payments made the officers and 
soldiers of the army and navy; provided however, that this sec- 
tion shall not extend to the reporters and clerks of either house 
of congress, or to the clerks of any of the departments of the 
government, or to the sergeant-at-arms and door-keepers of eith- 
er house of congress. 

Sec. 4. Be tt further enacted, that all secretaries of legation 
be excluded from the operation of the 3d section of this act. 

Mr. Baker said the object of that provision was, that those 

_ officers who are now rendering substantial benefit to us, such as 

the reporter and clerks, should be paid in cash to meet their con- 

tingent expenses, but that gentlemen who hold seats of honor in 

this house should wait until the country was in a condition to 
pay them. 

Mr. Bunton said if there was any man of sufficicnt charac- 

bter to obtain a seat in this house without a dollar, he could not, 
nor would not, be in want of money, and the army should, by 
all means, be sustained. 

The section on a division, was unanimously adopted, with 
one exception. 

Mr. Green moved to add to the provision of that amend- 
ment, the salary of the minister, who required to be paid as 
well as the clerks. 

Mr. Baker said that if the honorable member were to pur- 
sue a consistent course, he should move a bill compelling him to 
expend some hundred thousand dollars, to be equal in every re- 
spect, to other foreign ministers, as the honorable member has 
pursued the course all through his legislation, of comparison 
with English ministers and others. 

The Speaker ruled that Mr. Green was out of order to 
amend'a paragraph when received by both houses. 

Mr. Green moved a 4th section: that all secretaries of 
legation and foreign ministers be excluded from the operation of 
the 3d section. 
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Mr. Banton moved to strike out “foreign ministers.” Car- 
ried. 

Mr. Billingsly moved the bill be engrossed and read a 
third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Archer moved the suspension of the rule, and that it be 
read a third time by itscaption. Carried. 

The house then adjourned till half past 3 o’clock. 

HALF PAST 3 O'CLOCK. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the post office bill. The committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The house then adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


sI 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read. ' 

Mr. Rowe presented a report from the committee on lands, 
relative to the authority vested in colonel James Morgan and 
others to raise money on land scrip, confirmatory of the report 
of the committee on ways and means. 

Mr. Baker moved the report lie on the table until the house 
go into committee of the whole on the state ofthe Republic.— 
Carried. 

Mr. Roman presented a communication from the acting 
paymaster general, which he afterwards withdrew. 

Mr. Chenoweth reported a joint resolution to obtain from 
Mr. Bennett the means for procuring stationary, fuel, &c. for 
the use of this house, be paid over to the select committee. 

Mr Baker would enquire if we can by law,draw money 
from Col. Bennett, if we have a treasury? Why not call di- 
rectly on the treasurer? He would move it be referred to a 
committee, to report by bill, an order on the treasury, as we 
cannot know Mr. Bennett in this transaction. 

Mr. Rowe reported two bills as signed by the President— 
one on the government bonds—-the other on providing rations, 
&c. for soldiers and widows of soldiers in Columbia. 

The Speaker anounced a message on his table, from the 
President, recommending the translation of a Spanish pamph- 
let, in vindication of Filisola’s conduct in the campaign of Tex- 
as. Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

Mr. Baker moved the house go into secret session on the 
state of the Republic. Carried. 

The house with open doors, adjourned until 3 o’clock. 


167 


3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The house again resolved itself into committee of the whole 
in secret session. On the doors being opened, 

A message of the President was read, vztozng joint resolu- 
tions of both houses on the payment of volunteers, and extend- 
ing the acts relating to bounty lands. i 

Mr. Baker moved that the joint resolutions be put on their 
passage, and the reading be dispensed with, except by their 
caption. Agreed to. 

The resolutions thus read were, on taking the ayes and 
nays of the house, promptly and finally passed with unanimous 
assent; and instructions conveyed to the clerk to inform the 
senate of the unanimous concurrence of this house. 

The house then adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow. 
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Tutrspay; NOVEMBER H. 

The house mei this day pursuant to adjournment, and the 
journal was read. 

Mr. Green reported on the message referred to a select 
committee, requiring the translation of Filisola’s pamphlet, by 
resolutions concurring in the request, and ordering 900 copies 
for both houses, and moved a suspension ofthe rule. Carried. 

The joint resolutions were oidered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Baker reported a bill organising the inferior. courts, 
and defining the jurisdiction thereof. Read a first time. 

Mr. Wharton moved that 100 copies be printed. Carried. 

It was moved that leave be granted to Mr. Baker, chair- 
man of the judiciary committee to add sections, or make a- 
mendments to the bill just read, which was granted. 

Mr. Rowe reported on the signature of the President to 
the act esiablishing rules and regulations for the government of 
the armies of Texas. 

Mr. Brush moved a resolution that the names of the stand- 
ing commitices be printed. 


Mr. Branch moved as an amendment, a list of the standing æ 


coinmittees of both houses, and the civil officers of this govern- 
ment. Carried. 

Mr. Gant moved a protest against the report of the com- 
mittee on the release of Santa Anna. ` 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, would object io the record of 
that protest on the journals of the house; as this house is not 
bound to receive a whole history of the country and commenta- 
ries on law. 
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Mr. Baker said the right to protest was confined to those 
who were then present; and the fact is, the gentleman who has 
read what he calls a protest, was not present at that time. ~ 

Mr. Archer said the only available use that can be made 
of that document, is as a circular addressed to his constituents, 
accounting for his absence, and informing them of his opinions 
on that subject. But he is perfectly at liberty to obtain permis- 
sion to record his vote; and that vote, from the language of the 
protest, would be with the majority and in favor of the re- 
port. 
= Mr. Gani would record his vote in the minority, because 
he could not concur in the constitutional principles laid down 
in the report, although he was unfavorable to permitting Santa 
Anna to obtain his release. 

[The vote of the house was on the question of Santa Anna’s 
release or detention. The majority voted for his detention.] 

Mr. Allen said that were he present, he would vote also in 
the minority; but could noi recognise the principle of every ab- 
sent member reading a protest, which, in point of fact, is an assent 
to the vote of the majority. 

Mr. Baker made it a point of order as to his right of pro- 
testing, not having been present. 

Mr. Gant called for a division of the house, who appealed 


from the decision of the speaker, that “he had not the right” to 


E 
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record his protest, when the house unanimously rejected it. 

Mr. Roman reported a bill entitling commissioned officers 
to receive pay for the period of their service, when they tender 
their resignation, without reference to the time for which their 
corps may have engaged to serve. Read a first time. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to take up the act establishing a na- 
tional seal and standard for the Republic of Texas; which pass- 
ed its second reading. The rule was suspended, and the act 
passed its third reading. 

Mr. Billingsly moved the act regulating the pay of Ran- 
gers be taken up; which was put on its third and final reading. 


#The caption ofthe bill was “an act specifying the pay of 


mounted rifle men in the ranging service now, and heretofore 
on the frontier.” : 
Mr. Brush moved to’ take up the resolution relative to the 
appointment of chaplain. The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. Hall was appointed chaplain; and a committee of two 
were appointed to wait on Mr. Hall and inform him of his elec- 
tion. 
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Messrs. Brush and Lewis were nominated a committee. ; 

The bill organising the district courts, and defining their 
powers and jurisdiction passed its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bunton, the house adjourned till 3 e’clock. 
3 O'CLOCK Pe Me 
‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. West moved to take up the post office bill at the sec- 
tion to which it was last read. Several amendments were made. 
The committee reported progress, and the house then adjourned 
till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


Fripay, Nov. 25, 1836. ` 

The house met this day pursuant to adjournment, and the 
chaplain, at the speaker’s desk, uttered a brief and appropriate 
prayer, soliciting the divine interposition in directing the coun- 
cils of the legislature. The journal of the past day’s proceed- 
ings was then read. 

Mr. Wharton moved a memorial from Mr. Yates, who had 
been employed asan agent for Texas in the United States; re- 
ferred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Archer bore testimony to the active and highly import- 
ant services of Mr. Yates, who was indefatigable in the dis- 
charge of all his duties. 

Mr. McKinney reported on the claims of Sam. Humphries, 
recommending that he have the privilege to withdraw his pa- 
pers, and refer to the proper officers authorised to audit them. 

Mr. Wharton said the pay master refused to audit or pay 
these accounts; he therefore appealed to this house. The gov- 
ernment granted commissions to Col. Sherman to raise regi- 
ments, and his, Humphries’ conduct at Brazoria in enlisting sev- 
eral men, gives him a just claim to have his accounts audited 
and pajd. 

Mr. Rowe said as a general rule, he thought these matters 
ought to be referred to the proper authorised officers; the certi-_ 
ficate he received from Mr. Wharton does not specify the tim 
he served. 

Mr. Green moved it be re-committed to the committee; 
and would remind the house that the president gave orders not 
to audit them. 

Mr. Bunton would certainly discourage these referrences 
to this house on such subjects; these officers are either bound to 
comply with the laws, or the dictum of the president. 

Mr Baker considered that we have a right to know why 
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the pay master does not audit the accounts; if the president in- 
terferes with the rights of the citizen, we ought to know it; he 
would move the re-committal, with instructions to the committee 
to ascertain the cause why these accounts were not audited.— 

Mr. Chenoweth reported on the petition of the clerks of 
this house, by a resolution, empowering the select committee to 
call on the treasurer for a sum not exceding 500 dollars, for the 
use of the necessary articles of stationery, fuel and light, &c.— 
The rule was suspended, and the resolution read a second and 
third time. 

Mr. Baker moved that the land scrip sent to this house by 
the president be referred to the committee on confiscated lands, 
as both subjects are connected.—Carried. 

- Mr. Baker moved that application be made to the printer for 
the 500 copies of the report, which ifnot properly furnished, the - 
house refuse to take them.—The clerk was so instructed. 

Mr. Roman moved that the act for the relief of Brig. Gen. 
T. Green, on its second reading, be taken up.—Carried. 

Mr Bunton wished to know the responsibilities of Gen. 
Green, as he considered the sum stated would be more than 
covered by the number of leagues conveyed in scrip by the re- 
port, and exceeded the prayer of the petition, which did not re- 
quire payment for services. á 

Mr. Green said thata protested bill came back from Toby 
& Brothers making the amount about 25 thousand dollars, and 
he was bound to pay the surplus into the revenue. 

Mr. Baker had heard and willingly bore testimony to the 

‘liberality of Mr. Green, and his obligation to pay over to the 
treasury the surplus. It was in the dark and gloomy hour when 
that gentleman interposed with his property and personal servi- 
ces, in the scale against the threatened desolation of our coun- 
try, and this debt should and ought to be immediately liquidated; 
however, Mr. Baker was opposed to the issuing of scrips as in- 
teifering with the rights of volunteer citizens, and others, and he 
had proposed a resolution to regulate their future issues; but 
would for the present suspend it, lest it should interfere in this 
just and equitable debt. 

Mr. Green entered into a short detailed account of his first 
introduction to this country, and the motives that induced his 
advances, and his continued anxiety to be in the country, but if 
Texas could not pay, he was willing to allow his property to be 
sold for it. 

: Mr. Bunton also bore testimony to the liberal, and disinter- 

‘ested pecuniary adyances of Mr. Green. 
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The bill passed to its third and final reading unanimously. 

Mr. White moved to take up the “act organizing the mili- 
tary establishment of Texas, on its second reading. 

The house resolved itself into a commiitee of the whole. 

Mr. Branch in the chair. 

When the first section was read, Mr. Bunton moved the ad- 
diticnof the words, volunteers, mounted corps and infantry. 

.Mr. Bunton instituted a comparison between the military 
and volunteer service, the latter were considered more honora- 
ble and were better paid, the army in the field was to be oflicered 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery, these officers were a nuisance, 
and he wished all such supernumeraries to be struck out, and it 
was furthermore impossible to raise a regular army without an 
augmentation of their pay; he hoped the president would be 
restricted in these unnecessary appointments, until the proposed 
regiments were raised, and intwelve months he believed it would 
be impossible to raise one regiment of cavalry, for under the 
council last fall a Seguin could not be raised, and at all times a 
mounted rifle corps on the frontiers would be ready to act as 
cavalry; he would therefore move to strike out the regiment of 
cavalry. 

Mr. White would oppose the striking out as the object of 
the bill contemplated a regular army for the service of Texas, 
and if it could be shewn they were unnecessary he would vote 
for stiking out. 

- Mr. Bunton, they are unnecessary for the reason assigned 
before, of an available cavalry at all times on the frontier. 

Mr. Wharton, the object of the bill is, to cut off those un- 
necessary officers. He wished alltheir commissions who are un- 
occupied to be cancelled; but the bill fixes the extent of our 


regular army, and to restrict the number by striking out as pro- - 


posed by the member. from Mina, would preclude the president 
from receiving that number, the whole is 2240, and I assure the 
gentleman, I do not want nor wish these officers to be appointed 
until the men are embodied, there is not a finer country in the 
world for a cavalry, than Texas; and as we must pass some law 
for the organization of the army, we could have adopted no oth- 
er course. 

Mr. Bunton withdrew his motion to strike out, on an under- 
standing that the appointment of these officers should be restric- 
ted, either during the passage of the bill or by a provision. 

Mr, Chenoweth wished to know if the bill was for the or- 
ganization of the regular army, if so he would move to strike 
out volunteers. 
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Mr. Green said it was impossible to make a distinction be- 
tween volunteers and regulars, it is a difference without a dis- 
tinction, he knew of none, except in the law, and he hoped that 
distinction would be abolished. 

Mr. Wharton said that according to the organic law under 
the provisional government, the commander-in-chief was authori- 
zed to raise 5000 volunteers, the laws respecting them were es- 
sentially different from those respecting the regular army, the 
volunteers could enlist for three months, sixor longer, their boun- 
ty lands and head rights, with the privilege of electing their off- 
cers were guarantied to them, and in the field only were they 
under the authority of the commander-in-chief, would you put 
it outof his power to receive such men who are enabled to serve 
the country only for six months, the regulars enlist either fortwo 
years or for the war. 

Mr. Green said his opinion that there was no distinction, 
it was grounded on the instructions given by the secretary of war 
to majors, and others proceeding to the United States to raise 
an army, to take none for less than two rears or during the war, 
and though after explanation he stood corrected, he could not 
see the policy of ship loads of men coming here, and returning 
in a short time, he himself had authority to nominate officers 
from the executive. 

Mr. Bunton asked how the executive could violate laws 


“ guaranteeing that right of appointment of officers to the volun- 


teers. 

Mr. Wharton explained that Mr. Green’s, as well as Genl. 
Hunt’s authority respected only the regular service. On the 
clause vesting the power of appointing the major general, and 
two brigadier generals in the exccutive, it was moved that the 
appointment be vested in the joint election of both houses of 
congress; some other amendments were adopted, and the com- 
mittee reported progress, and asked leave to sit again, after which 
the house adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


——L<Lf->— 


SATURDAY, Novemzer 26, 1836. 
The house met this day pursuant to adjournment, and the 
journal was read. 


Mr. Bunton moved that the post master general have per- 


* mission to withdraw his papers. Carried. 


Mr. White moved a petition from William Smothers, a co- 
Jonist of Austin’s colony, claiming his head right as a citizen, 
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which was denied him by the empresario. Referred to the com- 
mittee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Billingsly presented a petition from Augustus Parker, 
for an amount of burial expenses incurred by the death of John 
M. Moore. Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. White presented a report on a bill referred to the 
committee on public lands, authorising the president to sell the 
lands of Ramon Musquiz and other unappropriated lands, in or- 
der to meet the contingent expenses of the government, recom- 
mending the adoption of the bill, but leaving to the discretion 
of the president the selection of the lands received. 

Mr. Baker said the parliamentary course is to receive the 
report, but not to concur in it; it recommends the passage of 
the bill and rejection of certain lands; he did not deem it in 
order to concur: and furthermore, the concurrence leads im- 
properly to a discussion on the first reading of the bill. 

Mr. Archer and Mr. Bunton spoke to the point of order in 
favor of concurrence. 

Mr. Chenoweth proposed a resolution for the appointment 


of a select committee of three to devise the means of establish- . 
ing a sinking fund for the liquidation of the public debt, with a © 


power of directing to said purpose the proceed from the confis- 
cated lands of Texas. Carried. ! 

Messrs. Chenoweth Brush and West were appointed. 

Mr. Baker proposed a resolution: 

Resolved, that a select committee of three be appointed to 
consider of, and report to this house, by bill or otherwise, on the 
following subjects: Ist. Is it expedient to authorise by law, 
foreign volunteers to sell their bounty lands to aliens. 2nd. Is it 
expedient to authorise by law those aliens who have aided Tex- 
as in her struggle for independence, to hold lands, by paying a 
bonus to the government for the same. 

3d. Is it expedient to authorise by law the citizens of Tex- 
as to sell lands to aliens, upon condition that the purchaser pays 
2 bonus to the government for the same? 

4th: Has congress the constitutional right to pass such laws? 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches said a bill involved inits princi- 
ples with the resolution now- offered, was rejected by the sen- 
ate; and he deemed it most expedient to appoint a conference 
by committce. The senator commented on that bill, that it was 
another eruption of Mount Vesuvius—meaning this house. 

Mr. Baker wished to perform an act of justice to those vol- 
unteers who have fought our battles, and would urge the adop- 
tion of the resolutions as they now stand. 
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Mr. Allen said it was doubtful as to our annexation with 
the States; and he considered we should not shut the door a- 
gainst capitalists of the United States. He had authority te 
draw on gentlemen from the siates for one hundred thousand 
dollars, but he would not do so, from the present state of the 
country. 

Mr. Bunton said the great object of the bill was to enlist 
the sympathies of the people ofthe United States, and to open 


‘ the purses of those strangers in introducing capital into the 


country. He would concur in the amendment of the member 
from Nacogdoches. 

Mr. Baker accepted the amendment. 

Mr. Archer said the senate having indefinitely postponed 
the subject, cannot renew it by committee. He however, believ- 
ed they intended to reconsider their vote, but would certainly 
prefer the bill as originally offered. Mr. Baker revoked his as- 
sent to the amendment, and concurred in the views of Mr. Ar- 
cher, that the bill be presented in its original form. The resolution 
was adopted; and Messrs Baker, Bunton, Allen of Nacogdoches, 
were appointed a committee. 

Mr. Allen moved Mr. Archer be substituted for himself— 
Agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

lt was moved that the house go into committee of the whole 
on the unfinished business of yesterday; and that the act es- 
tablishing the military organization of Texas be taken up—Car- 
ried. z 

The reading ofthe bill was renewed from the section to 
which it was last read. Some amendments were agreed to, and 
a section prepared by Mr. Speaker Ingram, was adopted, re- 
stricting the appointment of the principal officers to the joint 
vote of both houses, and precluding the president from issuing 
commissions to officers, until the requisite number of men to con- 
stitute such command be embodied. 

And another section proposed by Mr. Wharton, render- 
ing valid the commissions of those officers at present in the U. 
Statesin the recruiting service, provided, by the first of next 
March, they obtain the requisite number of men for their re- 
spe clive commissions. 

Mr. Wharton proposed others—one annulling the commis- 
sions of officers not in actual service, and another augmenting 
the bounty lands of soldiers in the regular service to 1920 acres 


in addition to their bounty in pay, rations and clothing. Adopt- 
ed. 
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Mr. Bunton proposed another section assimilating the a- 
mount of bounty lands of those now in actual service with those 
provided for under this actin the case of soldiers to be enlisted 
for the regular service. Adopted. : 

The committee on motion, arose, reported the bill as a- 
mended, and asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Branch, the chairman reported on the bill. 

Adjourned until 3 o’clock P.M. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. Archer moved that the unfinished business of the mor- 
ning be made the order of the day for Monday. 

Mr. Roman moved -that the house take up the bill for relief 
of the officers and soldiers who were in the service on the first 
of last April. : 

Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be referred to a special 
committee, with instructions to report by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. Wharton, Roman and Bunton were appointed. 
Mr. Gant moved to take up the bill repealing the coloniza- 


tion laws, and granting: donations of land to emigrants who shall 


arrive after the Ist day of January 1837.—Carried. 
r. Bunton moved it be referred to the committee on pub- 
lic lands 
On motion of Mr. Bunton, the post office bill was taken up. 
Mr. White moved it be engrossed for the third reading.— 
Carried. 
The house then adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday. 


—D4¢o— 


Monpay, Nov. 28, 1836. 

At the usual hour a few members arrived in the hall, it 
was perfectly apparent from the inclemency of the weather, 
that a sufficient number to transact business were not likely to 
assemble. 

Mr. speaker Ingram took the chair; and 

On motion of Mr. Rowe an adjournment until to-morrow 
at 10 o’clock, was concurred in. 


~F 
TusspAy, NovemBer 29, 1836. 


The house met this day pursuant to adjournment: prayers 
were said, and the journal of Saturday was read. 
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Mr. Baker reported on the questions referred to the select 
committee, as to the right of volunteers to sell their lands to 
aliens, and on the justice of the payment of ten per cent. bonus 
to the government by a most luminous report, confirmatory of 
those propositions. This able, perspicuous, and critically legal 
review of those questions referred to the select committee, we 
unhesitatingly affirm, reflects the highest degree of credit on the 
talent, industry, and patriotism of the author; and whatever 
may be the fate of the two bills to which it refers, it will of ne- - 
cessity be regarded ‘as a lasting record of the almost unanimous 
concurrence of the house of representatives in the doctrines 
therein expounded, and materially aid public opinion in the for- 
mation of an inflexible decision on the merits of the subjects it 
embraces. 

A message from the senate was announced, containing se- 
veral bills that had passed there—and amendments to bills ori- 
ginating in this house.—Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Brush moved concurrence in the report, and that the 
ayes and nays on the question be taken. 

Mr. Green seconded the motion of concurrence; and com- 
mented on the evils resulting from the rejection of that law in 
the senate; and that persons now in town, anxious to purchase 
lands, are precluded by that postponement in the senate. 

Mr. McKinney would certainly oppose the concurrence in 
the report, on the grounds of the usual practice of the United 
States, which uniformly refused to sell lands to people of Eng- 
land, France, and other countries; and he, was aware that in 
this assembly, the usages and practice of the United States 
have been constantly referred to, for an example. 

Mr. Gant considered the report unnecessary, in the event 
of our annexation to the States—if not anncxed it would mili- 
tate against the interests of the people of Texas—he differed 
with Mr. Baker in the interpretation of the passage in the con- 
stitution relative to aliens; as volunteers had the direct power 
to sell their lands to foreigners; and he was of opinion that the 
right vested in foreigners who received grants previous to the 
declaration of independence, under Mexican authorities, from 
the siates of Coahuila and Texas, would be rendered valid by 
that bill, on payment of a bonus-to government, contrary to the 
intent and meaning of the constitution. 

Mr. Baker said that gentleman had not read or did not un- 
derstand the report; as foreigners received no additional title 
from this government, that was not transferred to them before. 
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Mr. Gant would still entertain the same opinion; and ad- 
duced the case of a man holding certain lands under Mexican 
grants or titles, and for a few dollars paid into our treasury, 
their titles are confirmed, and obtained as required under the 
constitution from the direct issue of government. He further 
dwelt onthe monepoly ef such sales to foreigners, who would 
not fight for defence of this country. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, expressed his deepest regret at 
the utterance of such sentiments in the presence of gentlemen 
now at that bar from the United States, escaping the lips of a 
member of this house. From him, ( Mr. A.) as a land 
speculator, such sentiments might be deemed to proceed from 
interested views; but, sir, while the sympathies of the Uni- 
ted States have sustained us in our difficulties, we are now 
going to shut the door against them. The argument that the 
purchase of foreigners would leave the fighting to us, is very 
singular. Sir, when they had no interest in the country, they 
sustained us; and how absurd to imagine, that when they obtain 
a real interest in the country, they then will deny us both their 
sympathies andaid. The honorable member deprecated in 
forcible and eloquent terms, the impolicy, futility, and utterly 
untenable positions of the opporenis of the report. 

“Mr. Bunton thought the gentleman from Red River had 
” not well considered the bill; and the senate, in his opinion, 
would be glad to avail itself of a compromise; and as to the re- 
port and its reasons, both are unexceptionable. The argument 
of our probable annexation, and consequent protection from 
the United States has been urged. This probable argument 
does not legitimately require an answer. But, Sir, the peculiar 
situation of this country has thrown us in all our struggles, on 
the sympathies of the United States. Shall we return their kind- 
ness by injustice and ingratitude, and thereby call forth their 
probable resentment? Our necessities now demand their mo- 
ney; and on what more just and equitable grounds can we ob- 
tain it,than byinteresting the capitalists? To interest Rothschild, 
is preferable to the rhetoric of Henry Clay and Mr. Preston. 
He was not rendered aghast at the name of speculator; he wish- 
ed to produce the benefits to the country, that must result from 
the speculations of those capitalists. But, sir, confine the sale 
of lands to our Texian speculators, the price becomes low—-a 
greater quantity of land is lost.to the volunteer, and our coun- 
try receives no additional aid in its defence than what it now 
possesses. Some means must be adopted to bring capital into 
Ww 
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the country; for we have not the means of feeding, clothing, or 
sustaining our army; and what better means can be adopted 
for procuring an influx of capital into this country, than that 


a suggested by this bill? 


Mr. Rowe said we are now only called on to express our 
opinions as to the report, not on the merits of the bill; he men- 
tioned this subject to set right the gentleman from Red river. 

Mr. Green moved as an amendment to the report, a reso- 
‘lution—which was adopted. 

‘Mr. Gant reiterated his former views in justification of his 


“vote against his concurrence in the report, but would vote in its 
` favor, ifthe report be so altered as not to extend back to per- 
‘sons’ before the declaration of independence. He continued to 


argue‘on the principle, that this government gave a new title 


‘other than that previously possessed. He would not, with the 


geritleman from Mina exclaim money, money, money,—but sol- 


` diers, soldiers ! 


` “(The lobby was crowded with voluntcers.] 
Mr. Green briefly and satisfactorily replied to the posi- 
tions of the gentleman from Washington. 
“The question was then put on a division:—the ayes 22— 


' the nays 4—Messrs. Boyd, Chenoweth, Gant and McKenney. 


Mr. Allen moved that the clerk be instructed to take the 
report forthwith to the senate, and ask their concurrence. Car- 
ried, 

`+ Mr. Baker reported a bill securing compensation to those 


' ‘who have lost property during the war. Read a-first time, and © 


’ by suspension of the rule, was placed on its second reading, and 


referred to a ‘select committee of Messrs. Baker, Bunton, &c. 
Mr. Rowe moved that no new business be received after 


© | Thürsday, the Ist of December.—Carried. 


Mr. Branch moved that the senate be invited to meet this 
house on determining the question of the location ofthe seat 
of government, to-morrow morning.—Carried. - 

_’ Mr. Rowe moved that a select committee, to act with a 


-” similar otie from the senate, to confer on the establishment of a 
‘+ general post office, by bill. Messrs. Rowe, Wright and White 


were appointed. 
* Mr. Archer moved that the appointment of a private sec- 


' retary to the president be considered. Referred to the commit- 
| tee on claims and accounts. 


The house then adjourned till three o’clock. ° 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Archer moved that the joint resolutions, in fayor 9 
Messrs. McKinney & Williams be taken up.—Carried. 

Mr. Baker moved the consideration of the report, and 

Mr. Chenoweth a concurrence in the report: Read, On 
motion of Mr. Bunton, te a select committee of three, Messrs. 
Bunton, Baker and Archer. 

Mr. Baker pleaded an excuse for the insertion of his’ name: 
whereupon, Mr. Boyd was substituted. i 

The Speaker next called attention to a bill or joint resolu. , 
tion of both houses, vetoed by the president, and passed By a 
constitutional mT of both houses., |, ;,.. 

Mr. Baker said the course to pursue was, to commit it to 
the committee on enrolled bills, and notify it, hy them, with the 
signature of the president of the senate and speaker | of the” 
house of representatives in the proper quarter, the ofüçe of SEC- 
retary of state. a 

Mr. Rowe considered the course was very. simple—merely 
to deposit it with the proper signaturesin the office of the sec- 
retary of state. 

Mr. Rowe moved to refer it to the committee. on “enrolled 
bills, to be deposited in the office of the secretary of state. 

Joint resolutions for the relief of Mary Millsaps were. feed 
a first time, and 

On motion of Mr. White, by suspension of the “rules was 
read a second time. 

A message from the senate declaratory of the passage | of 
the bill for the better defence of the frontiers,, without amend- 
ment, was announced by Mr. Scurry, . 

Mr. Bunton moved to refer the bill in aid of Mrs. Wilson 
to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Baker objected to the reference, as the hoiuge ‘had al- 
ready decided in the case of Mrs. Dickinson. Respecting $ such 
matters, the judiciary courts alone had a right to dispose’ ‘of 
them. And as to the $100, there is no, unappropriated 
money in the treasury. He moved to lay it on the table. | Car- 
ried. l 
i Mr. Baker intended to suggest means for her ‘immediate Te- 
ief. 

An act locating temporarily the seat of government, ‘which 
originated in this house. Referred to the enrolling commitige. 

An act to organise the supreme courts, and define the ju- 
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risdiction thereof, with sundry amendments from the senate, was 
referred on motion of Mr. Branch, to the judiciary committee.— 
Carried. 

Mr. Geraghty moved to adjourn till L0 o’clock to-morrow. 
—Lost. 

The joint resolution of adjournment on the first of Decem- 
“ber, which was postponed until Monday 28th inst. was taken 
up. 

j Mr. White moved to strike out “Ist December,” and insert 
Isi of January. - Í 

Mr. Archer moved to strike out the Ist December. 

Mr. Baker said he had taken an eath when he took his 
seat, that he would not give a vote injurious to the people, and 
now we are called on to adjourn, having done nothing for Tex- 
as. When asked by your constituents, have you organised the 
courts of justice? What willbe the answer? No. Have you or- 
ganised the army? No. Have you supplied means for your star- 
ving, unclothed army in the field? No. Have you adopted any 
means to arrest crime that stalks in mid-day through our coun- 
try? No. Have you done any thing to augment the navy ?— 
No.—To increase the army, or obiain supphes of common ne- 
cessaries for them? Ne. Why have you abandoned your seats? 
—violated your solemn obligations to us——to the country? What 
is the answer? Columbia was uncomfortable to us. What, he 
would ask, should be the independent answer of the volunteers 
in the midst of all their dreadful privations? Disband—go home 
«—you have no one to protect you—The seats in this house are 
cold. Is the grave of Fannin cold?—of the thousands who have 

shed their blood here in defence of your country? Where are 
you to obtain money ?—Not one dollar in your treasury. With 
the knowledge of a coming invasion of an augmented army 
from foreign countries, can you, will you abandon the cause of 
your constituents and of Texas in this its hour of danger and 
portended desolation. 

The qucstion on striking out was carried by an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 

Mr. Bunton addressed the house on the injustice of an ad- 
journment at the present crisis, leaving in the hands of the ex- 
ecutive such an overwhelming power, without any of the ordin- 
ary legislative restrain‘s; and the confidence of the people in 
the present administration, not of the most sanguine kind. 

Mr. Archer followed in confirmation of similar views to 
the previous speaker; and argued that the act of adjournment 
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at present, was by implication, a violation of oath on the part 
of the members. 

Twe propositions for affixing a day for further considera- 
tion of the question of adjournment were lost; and it was finally’ - 
agreed that Monday, the 5th of December, the further consid- 
eration of the subject be resumed, and no new subjects of Je- 
gislation be received after Thursday the Ist of December, until 
all the business at present undisposed of before the house be 
finally adjusted. 

After which the house adjourned until 10 o’clock to-mor- 
row. 


Lf 


Wepvespay, Novemser 30, 1836. 

The honse met this day at the usual hour: prayers were 
said, and the journal of the preceeding day read. 

Mr. Wharton presented a report from the standing com. 
mittee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the question of 
appropriating confiscated lands as a source of revenue, confirm- 
atory of the right of congress to make such appropriations with- 
out prejudice to any pretended claim of squatters who have lo- 
cated on such lands, and introduced a bill declaring such pow- 
ers vested in congress. 

Mr. Baker objected to the bill just read; it was defective, 
and would be proved productive of evil consequences in pre- 
judicing the rights of citizens, and covering the land with scrip; 
it was based on the principle that the adjudication of law was 
requisite to effect the appropriation of confiscated lands, and 
they would then vest generally in the government as waste 
lands subject to appropriation from the holders of scrip. The 
practice of the United States, founded on the authority of the 
supreme court, regards the forfeiture as having taken place si- 
-multaneously with the act disqualifying the possessors; and the 
right to seize such property occurs only in time of war, and is 
similar to the right of capture which vessels of war and priva- 
- teers possess on the high seas. There is a way of obviating the 
evil results which would flow from vesting these forfeited lands 
generally in the government, and se assimilating them to all 
other unappropriated lands, by vesting them in one individual: 
for instance, the secretary of the treasury, for a specific pur- 
pose. He would be prepared to introduce a bill on that subject 
to-morrow, that will embrace the object of the bill just read, 
and guard against the evils alluded to. There could be no ob- 


4 ‘or Wabi da 


OT 


182 


jection to the delay, unless, indeed, the house wished to legislate 
blindly, and give by that bill, a right to Mexicans which it de- 
nied to citizens, and leave to the judiciary the task gof pro- 
nouncing such bill unconstitutional. 

The bill was ordered to lie on the table. : 

Mr. Baker reported from the judiciary committce, to whom 
was referred the amendments of the senate on thé organisation 
of the district courts, annulling one of their amendments, and re- 
quiring concurrence in the others. Concurred in. 

Mr. Rowc reported on the bill referred to the commitice 
on public lands, on the relinyuishment of the government claim 
of one league and labor cfland on the east end of Galveston 
island, in favor of M. B. Menard, with several amendments, 
and declaring that a more favorable bid had not been offered. 

Mr. Wharton had some objections to the report; and mov- 
ed that it licon the table. Carried. 

A message from the senate announcing the passage ofa 
bill in favor of William Bryan of N. Orleans, with some amend- 
ments. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Wharton reported a bill organising the justices courts. 
Read a first time. 

Mr. Baker moved the suspension ofthe rule, and that it be 
read a second time by its caption. Carried. 

The senate announced through Mr. Scurry, their accep- 
tance of the invitation of this house to ballot for the location of 
the seat of government. 

The hour having arrived, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed until 3 o’clock this day. 

The honorable the members of the senate arrived, and by 
their president, the honorable Mr. Ellis, announced the objeet 
of their visit. 

The president of the senate occupied the seat next the 
speaker; and after an arrangement that the subject should not 
then be considered as open to debate, the congress proceeded to 
the election ofa suitable location for the seat of government un- 
til the year 1840, from the Ist of April 1837. 

The following places were then named by different mem- 
bers: Houston, by Mr. Branch, Matagorda, by Mr. Archer;— 
Quintana and Velasco, by Mr. Green; Washington by Mr. Hill; 
Nacogdoches, by Mr. Rowe; Hidalgo, by Mr. Robinson; Refu- 
gio, by Mr. Morehouse; Fort Bend, by Mr. Billingsly; Goliad, 
by Mr. Chenoweth; Groce’s Retreat by Mr. Archer; Bexar, by 
Mr. Ruiz; Columbia, by Mr. Grimes; San Patricio, by Mr. Ge- 
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raghty; Brazoria, by Mr. Everett; Orozimbo, by Mr. Grimes. 

The election was then entered upon by viva voce vote; when 
on the third vote it was apparent, that Houston, Matagorda and 
Washington, to the exclusion of other nominations, divided the 
suffrages; the number being 19 for Houston—13, Washington— 
7, Matagorda. On the fourth vote, Houston received 21—Mat- 
agorda, 4---Washington, 14--and Orozimbo 1. The congress 
having been constituted of forty members, Houston was declar- 
ed by Mr. speaker Ingram, as having received the majority, 
and was thereupon announced the location of the future seat of 
government 

After which the house adjourned fill 3 o’clock. 

THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wharton moved to take up the bill for the relief of 
William Bryan and others, sent with amendments from the sen- 
ate.-Carried 

The amendment was a provision requiring a security of 
seventy-seven thousand dollars. 

Mr. Green moved this bill be sent back to the senate with- 
oul concurrence in the amendment; he considered this house 
had as much wisdom as that higher branch of the legislature.— 
And while he, in the darkest hour of the distress of Texas, in- 
' volved himself, his friends and his credit for that amount. The 
return now made him by our gratitude, is to call on him to se- 
cure another 77,000 dollars to this government, while he, as her 
faithful servant, pays not his own, but through him, in reality, 
the debt which Texas justly owes. i 

Mr. Archer was proud to bear the highest testimony to the 
conduct of William Bryan, and he would not now sanction the 
slightest imputation on his integrity involved in that unjust pro- 
vision ofthe senate. Shall we now say to our warmest friends, 
go “thou good and faithful servant,” we now don’t want you, 
and shall reward you with our cool indifference and thrilling 
suspicions. He would second the motion to send it back. * 

Mr. Bunion considered the senate must have had good 
grounds for these suspicions in that provision, and he under- 
tood that the government was in advance to Mr. Bryan. e 

Mr. McKinney and Mr. Rowe, of the committee of ac- 
counts, bore the strongest testimony to the integrity of Mr. Bry- 
qz and to the fact of his having pledged his own lands for 

exas. 
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Mr. Green presented several documents, all highly tribu- 
tary to the honor and honesty of Mr. Bryan, and one from pre- 


sident Burnet req g of the present New Orleans agent to 
pay to William Bryan i scrip, the amount due to him. 


Mr. Bunton said aħagent may contract, and not become 

/. -personally responsible: if the government alone is bound, why 

*"s throw itinto his hands? He had heard he was pretty well paid 

by his commissions in lending money:frem one hand to another, 

at two and a half per cent. Mr. Toby is now absent, but the 

country is well aware of that gentleman’s responsibilities, and 

Texas never had, nor could have, a better agent than Mr. Toby. 

He, (Mr. B.) did not think a refference to a committee could 
prejudice the case of Mr. Bryan. 

Mr. Archer corrected the mistake of Mr. Bunton, as to 
Mr. Bryan not being personally responsible, by adducing seve- 
ral instances where authorised commissioners from Texas could 
not succeed in obtaining either credit or provisions without mo- 
ney, until Mr. Bryan had introduced them to capitalists, and by 
his personal liabilities effecting the desired object. 

Mr. Wharton could not say, whether, as agent of Texas, or 
on his own account, he accepted drafts, and incurred the debts 
—some were as government agent, and the bill only places in 
his hands scrip to pay that debt, or any others, which are due; 
and he considered it exceedingly unjust to require, in either 
case, a security from Mr. Bryan. If he was trust worthy as an 
agent, he is new, of course, or ought to be trust worthy, to pay 
over our debts. He (Mr. W.) would therefore move non con- 
currence with the amendments of the senate, but considered 
a conference with a committee of the senate would lead to the 
results sought for by the member from Mina. 

Mr. Chenoweth asked leave to introduce a bill empower- 

- ing the president to commission recruiting officers. Read a first 
time. 

Mr. Archer moved a resolution that a bill organising the 
respective departments of government, and defining the duties 

> ofthesecretaries respectively; and that such bill be referred for 
its formation to the military committee on the state of the re- 
public. Carried. 

s Mr. White moved a resolution that the committee on naval 
affairs arrange a bill to organise the navy. 

Mr. Bunton hoped that this department would be soon or- 

V ganised.—Carried. 
Mr. Gant moved to take up the bill organising a general 
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post office on its third reading. The bill was read by its cap- 
tion and passed. i 

Mr. White moved to take up the bill organising justices’ 
courts, and defining the powers and jurisdiction of the same. 

Mr. Billingsly moved the house resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole. Carried. 

After several amendments the committee received the re- 
port, and the house adjourned. 


—fJ-— 


Tuurspay, Drecremper 1, 1836. 

The house met this day pursuant to adjournment, and the 
journal was read. 

Mr. West presented a petition from John & Henry Bird, 
negroes, claiming certain privileges of citizenship.—Referred to 
the commitee on public lands. 

Mr. Cartwright presented a petition from the inhabitants 
of Fort Bend for the establishment of a new town.—Referred to 
the committee on public boundaries. 

Mr. Bunton reported on the petition of T. F. McKinney 
and others, confirmatory of their vested right to enjoy the privi- 
lege of a bank guarariteed to them under a former government. 
The charter, petition and report were read. The report with 
the amendment were adopted. 


Mr. Rowe moved another amendment, that if the secretary l 


ofthe treasury effect a loan, that he stipulate to take the notes 
of the bank in payment ofsuch loan, The rule was suspended, 
and the bill was read a third timé. The ayes and nays, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Gant, were demanded, when an overwhelming ma- 
jority passed the bill on its third reading, with only three in the 
negative. 

Mr, Green moved the appointment of a committee of con- 
ference on the part of this house, on the bill for the relief of 
Wm. Bryan and others, to act with a similar committee appoint- 
ed by the senate. Messrs. Green, Archer, and Allen, of Na- 
cogdoches, were appointed. 

Mr. Baker moved to withdraw the bill organizing the iñ- 
ferior courts, from the printer, that it may be acted upoa. The 
clerk Was so instructed. 

Mr. Rowe moved to take up the bill, relinquishing otié 
league and labor of land, at the east end of Galveston islätid, 
to M. B.. Menard and others. Carried. 

The bill, with amendments, was réad. 
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Mr. Baker obviated an objection from Mr. Green, on re- 
ceiving provisions and clothes, in part payment, by an amend- 
ment, that the sum stipulated, be paid in cash, or approved ac- 
ceptances.—Adopted. 

Several amendments were concurred in, and 

The act organizing the inferior courts, was taken up on 
its second reading. Amendments were made, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The house then adjourned. 

The afternoon session was occupied in further amend- 
ments on the bill, from the eighth section, to which it had been 
readin the morning; a report of which cannot interest the public, 
as on the second reading of bills, the substitution of words, ar- 
rangement of phraseology, and occasional introduction of partial 
provisions, would render our report unintelligible, without the 
insertion of the accompanyihg bills. 


A message from the senate was announced, after which the 
house adjourned. 


LI 


Frumay, Decemper 2, 1836. 

The house met this day pursuant to adjournment. Prayers 
were said, and the journal of the preceding day read. 

Mr. Rowe reported on the petition of John and Henry 
Bird, negroes, recommending the prayer of their petition.— 
Adopted. 

Mr. McKenney reported on the claims of the private secre- 
tary of the president of the government ad interim, and of the 
present president. 

Mr. Green moved concurrence in the joint resolutians from 
thesenate. He thought that we ought not needlessly differ from 
the senate. 

Mr. Rowe explained, and said that the house negatived the 
resolution, on the plea of its having authorized the president to 
have a private secretary, and ordered its committal. 

Mr. Baker moved it be recommitted to the same committee. 
—Cafried. - - 

Mr. Baker moved a joint resolution, empowering the presi- 
dent to borrow twenty thousand dollars fðr ammunitions of war, 
ada i &c. at any rate of interest on which it can be ob- 
tained. 


The rule was suspended, and the joint resolution passed to 
its third reading.——Carried. 
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The caption was to negotiate for a loan of twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. Bunton moved to take up the bill returned from the se- 
” nate, relinquishing one league and labor of land on the east end 
of Galveston island.—Carried. 

The bill passed to its third or final reading. 

Mr. Ailen moved to reconsider the amendments to the bill e 
for the relief of McKinney & Williams, that the question of re- 
scinding them and adopting the original as sent from the senate, 
be placed under discussion. 

Mr. Baker moved that the house insist on.its amendments. ° 

Mr. Gant said, the original bill and resolutions were at di- 
rect variance; the one refusing to interfere with a vested right, 
the other sanctioning it, 

Mr. Allen said, this is not claimed as a vested right in the 
hands of Mr. Williams, but of those who have taken shares, and 
who possess the right to elect their directors; and he believed 
this to be a safe and invaluable institution. He could not but 
regret to see that gentleman, Mr. Gant, oppose every uscful 
measure. 

Mr. Green-took a similar view of the subject. 

Mr. Baker said, if this congress asserted a vested right, the 
judiciary had the power to decide. ` The bill only authorizes the 
president to appoint a commissioner to examine into the state of 
this bank, and report to him, who would possess the power to 
stop it instantly, if not in a solvent condition, as provided for un- 
der the original charter of Coahuila and Texas. If this condi- 
tion of a supervision of the bank, through a commissioner ap- 
pointed by the president, was disregarded by the memorialist, 
the president could instantly ariest its progress by a “guo war- 
ranto, which would be destructive to the bank. This is simply 
the object of the petitioner. 

Mr. Gant again opposed it, but professed his not having du- 
ly examined the subject; he, however, would oppose it, and call 
for the ayes and nays on the subject. 

Mr. Bunton said, this house merely wished to give effect to 
the resolutions of the senate. He could see no boa constrictor 
or even chicken snake in this frightful bank scheme—it put into +- 
the hands of the president, the power to appoint a commissioner 
to investigate the state of its finances—and the immediate effect 
of such an institution, would be to introduce capital instantly 
into the country. ` 


The question was then put, when on a division, there were 
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twenty-one for the affirmative and twe in the negative, Mr. 
Gant and Mr. Chenoweth. 


The clerk, on motion, was instructed to convey to the se- 


Y nate, the bill for the relief of McKinney & Williams, and inform 


that body, that they insist on their amendments; and the act au- 
thorizing the president to negotiate a loan of twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. Green moved to take up the civil list bill.—Carried. 

On a division of the house, the amendments were con- 
curred in. 

Mr. Wharton moved to take up the bill affixing a military 
establishment. Carried, 

it was read and amended. 

After which, the house adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1836. 

The house met pursuant io adjournment. The prayers, as 
usual, were said, and the journal of the preceding day read. 

Mr. Branch presented the petition of colonel James Mor- 
gan, with accompanying documents, praying the intervention of 
congress, to have his accounts audited, as the auditor had refus- 
ed to do so. Referred to the-committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. McKenney reported by joint resolution, on the claims 
of A, J. Yates, and recommending the payment of his accounts. 
Read a first time. 

Mr. Branch reported from the select committee, a joint res- 
olution, affixing a rate of interest on all treasury orders. Report 
received, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Baker moved to take into consideration, the joint reso- 
lutions, empowering the president to issue his proclamation for 
twenty thousand volunteers, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolutions were read a third time. 

Mr. White moved to take up the bill, authorizing commis- 
sioners to issue titles, which was superseded by an, intimation 
from Mr. Rowe, that a land bill was in process of preparation, 
and would be introduced on Monday. 

Mr. Gant moved to take up the act establishing a rate of 
interest. The blank in the bill, was filled up with eight per 
cent, except in the case of open accounts; and 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out the proviso, which secured 
private contracts at a rate of interest agreed upon by ihe par- 
ties. 
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A discussion arose on Mr. Branch’s motion, in which Mr. 
Bunton referred to the monetary system, when clogged with a 
high rate of interest, as being indicative not only of the depress- 
ed currency of a country, but as affording to the merciless usurer, 
an opportunity of wallowing in luxury on the vitals of poverty, 
and gratifying the wolfish avarice of the monied speculator. He 
commented on the detestation in which usury was held under 
the Mosaic institution, (We suspect the reference was made to the 
council of Deuteronomy, “Non feneraberis fratri tuo.” Thou 
shalt not become an usurer to thy brother, and the restrictions, passim 
of the same law.) He then called attention to the usage of the 
republic of Rome in its earliest history, where usury was held in 
such abhorrence, that no interest was allowed. (The definition 
of usury at that early period having been “aliquid utra sortem,” 
any thing beyond the prigciple.) Mr. Bunton further stated, 
that money not being in its own character, fructifcrous, but the 
mere representative of its own value, should not be subjected ta 
the usurious per centage urged by some gentlemen, and he 
would therefere vote against the interest of ten per cent. 

Mr. Allen argued the right of private arrangements between 
individuals, in which Mr. Rowe also concurred. 

A motion for an indefinite postponement of the bill was lost, 
and so was the motion òn ‘striking out the proviso, on a division. 

Mr. Branch moved that it lie omthe table till Monday, as 
he wished to have the vote reconsidered. 

The bill on raising arevenue by direct taxation, was taken 
up in a committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Baker proposed a bill superseding the other; and on 
motion, all after the enacting clause of the former, was stricken 
out. 

The substitute vested a power in the secretary of the trea- 
sury, to sell the forfeited lands of Texas, with certain exceptions, 
to the amount of five hundred thousand dollars, to aliens or 
others. 

Mr. Gant moved to amend the first section, by precluding 
any appropriation until decided by a judiciary tribunal. 

Mr. Baker, in proof of the fact of confiscatian taking place 
at the time of the disqualifying act of the holder of the title, 
and of such land being vested in the legislature, quoted from 
Cranch’s report, the decision of chief justice Washington, in the 
case of Smith vs. the legislature of Maryland. The legislature 
of Maryland declared the lands held by Englishmen, forfeited at 
the period of the revolution. Smith held his under the title de- 
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rived from the original proprietor, Otty; and Otty, in time of 
peace, pleaded the non-intervention of a jury; and the decision 
of the supreme court, affirmed the title of the inferior court. 

Mr. Gant withdrew his amendment, but wished to know, 
when or how these lands, if any, were to be discovered. 

Mr. Baker said, the course was very simple. The secretary 
of the treasury applies to the attorney general, who immediate- 
ly gives him the necessary information; and there is land enough 
in Texas, of men now in the enemy’s ranks, to fill your treasury, 
and pay the whole debt of Texas. 

Mr. White moved a provision, that lands owned by persons 
not in a state of improvement, should not be forfeited west of 
the Coleto, although their acts annul the titles; but that the im- 
proved lands alone, should be available as a source of revenue. 

Mr. White wished that those ingproved good, lands, (and he 
himself had made a survey of the land in Powers’ colony,) and 
there was sufficient east and west of the Coleto to meet the ob- 
ject.of the bill; but that the unimproved lands might be availa- 
ble to the volunteers. ‘This was his honest motive*in proposing 
the provision, and also by populating the frontier, now desolate, 
it might be put in a state of defence. Musquiz, and others, 
would supply the government with all the money that may be 
requisite. ; 

Mr. Ingram called the attention of the house to the vast 
quantity of forfeited land on the Nueces, Aransas at Copano,and 
Michin rivers, and would vote for the substitute, because of the 
three grand objects embraced in it. The supply of an immense 
and immediately available revenue; the relief of the people, 
with suppliance of the munitions of war; and above all, making 
the enemy’s property pay the expenses of the war. 

Mr. Green also concurred with Mr. White, in affording the 
volunteers a chance of locating on some of the good lands of 
Texas. 

Mr. Baker cstablished the utter illegality of attempting 
such a division of land, as the judiciary would undoubtedly deny 
to this congress, the constitutional power of making a partition 
in lands held under one title by the same individual. 

Mr. Billingsly moved the committee rise, report progress 
and ask leave to sit again.—Carried. 

The house then adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday. 
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The subjoined report which should have appeared in the 
proceedings of Tuesday, the twenty-ninth, from the judiciary 
committee, we insert here, as we consider it a document of too 
much value to be lost to the public, on the plea of a trivial mis- 
arrangement of the matter. 


REPORT OF MR. BAKER. 


The Select Committee appointed to report their opinions on the fol- 
lowing questions, 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed, to con- 

„sider of and report to this house, by bill or otherwise, on the following 
subjects: ù 

Ist. Is it expedient to authorize by law, foreign volunteers to sell 
their bounty lands to aliens? 

2d. Is it expedient to authorize by law, those aliens who have aided 
Texas in her struggle for independence, to hold lands in Texas, by pay- 
ing a bonus to the government for the same? l 

3d. Is it expedient to authorize by law, the citizens of Texas to 
sell lands to aliens, upon condition that the purchaser pays a bonus to 
the government for the same? 

4th. Has congress the constitutional right to pass such laws? 
Have had the seme under consideration, and have instructed me to 

REPORT: 

That it is expedient to pass a law authorizing foreign volunteers to 
sell their bounty lands to aliens. They are a people who should be en- 
deared to every citizen of Texas and every lover of freedom throughout 
the world; inhabiting a land of plenty and of peace, in the full posses- 
sion of all the comforts of life, they heard that the tocsin of war had 
sounded in our land, and that the cause of liberty demanded volunteers 
for its rescue. They read in the public prints, our own appeals for as- 
sistance; and with a gallantry unrivalled in any age, and a generosity 
never before equalled, they marched to our assistance; they came not 
as a mercenary soldiery, but with hearts overflowing with a love of free- 
dom, and panting with desire to cross the sword of liberty with that of 
the foes of freedom and of Texas. Who is there in Texas, who served 
in the campaign of-Bexar, who does not recollect and still feel the elec- 
trical effect felt in every bosom, when the news of the arrival of the 
first company of New Orleans’ greys, first reached our camp? - And 
whose heart was it, that did not beat with gratitude, when last winter and 
spring, companies of volunteers were seen marching to our country, 
to throw themselves between the families of Texas and their blood- 
thirsty foe? And where now, are those brave, and gallant, and gener- 
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ous volunteers? Where are those manly defenders of Texas? Go to 
the blood-stained field of Goliad—look upon the broad but solitary 
grave—examine its contents, and you will find there deposited, more 
than five hundred of their murdered forms. Go to the dismantled fort 
of the Alamo—look upon its blackened ruins—and raise your eyes to 
heaven, and recollect, that upwards of one hundred there fell beneath 
the merciless sword of a savage enemy. Behold your army—and you 
there see many of them, patiently and gallantly waiting the coming of 
the enemy again, resolved to maintain the cause of liberty in Texas, or 
fatten the soil with their blood. Cast your eyes through the streets of 
this town, and throughout the country, and you see many of these brave 
men, with honorable discharges in their pockets, desirous of returning 
to their homes, or again ready and willing to re-enter the service of 
Texas, 1f necessity demands it. And what compensation have they thus 
far received? Nothing—truth, plain unvarnished truth, demands that 
we say—nothing. 

“Ts it expedient to authorize by law, foreign volunteers to sell their 
bounty land to aliens?” The heart of every true friend of Texas, must 
answer, “yes, it is expedient;” and justice and gratitude demand, that 
they should have the right to sell it to whomsoever and wheresoever they 
can; that they should not be compelled to sell it alone to Texian specu- 
lators, but that the defenders of Texian liberty should have all the rights 
and all the benefits, that this government can confer. 

In answer to the secona question, your committee are of opinion, 
that justice and sound policy require, that those aliens who have aided 
the cause of Texas, should have the right to hold the lands they may - 
have purchased in Texas, by paying a reasonable bonus to the govern- 
ment. They have bought and paid for their lands in good faith, and 
with the understanding and belief, that their titles were good, and that 
so far as the Texian government was concerned, no sort of difficulty 
was to be apprehended. They have aided the cause of Texas to a 
degree, that places it out of our power ever to make a suitable pecunia- 
ry recompense. Without their assistance, the cause of liberty in Texas, 
would have sunk in blood, and instead of our present flattering and pros- 
perous condition, “our country, our altars and our homes,” would be in 
possession of the enemy; and our wives and children, pennyless and 
forlorn, would be living on the charity of those who are contemplated in 
the question proposed. ‘They furnished us with arms, money and pro- 
visions, in the darkest hour of our struggle—when the last glimmer of 
hope, was fast fading before our retreating steps—and when four-fifths 
of the population of Texas had abandoned the contest, and gave up the 
country as lost. They did all this, not from mercenary and speculating 
motives, but in response to the repeated supplications made from the 
ruling authorities of this country, and in obedience to those principles 
taught by the patriots of seventy-six, that the treasure and persons of 
freemen should ever rally in defence of the banner of freedom. Refuse, 
however, to pass a bil] permitting them to hold lands in Texas, and the 
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lands owned by these individuals, are forfeited to this government. 
Your treasury, for the time being, will be increased—your immediate 
wants will be relieved—but foul ingratitude will be stamped on your 
acts—your injustice will be told in every land, and your folly will be 
manifested in the conflagration of your country—in the horrid flight of 
your women and children, and in the agonized shriek of liberty itself. 
Let the fact once be known in the United States, that no citizen of that 
country can hold land in Texas, and the doom of Texas is sealed. Your 
ingratitude wil! hermetrically seal their lips, and they will look upon you 
as foul speculators, battling not for the cause of constitutional liberty, 
but solely to advance individual’s views, and promote individual inter- 
ests. Refuse to pass such a law, and the vast public domain of Texas 
will be monopolized by a few individuals in Texas—your country will 
remain for years, waste and uncultivated—and you will experience all 
the evil effects to be apprehended from land monopolies, and the still 
more serious consequences resulting from an -abandonment on the part 
of those who have heretofore sustained us. We cannot lay the flattering 
_ unction to our souls, that their sympathies will still induce them to aid 

us. They will cease to sympathise, and will feel only horror and detes- 
tation at our extraordinary course, so obviously opposed to every prin- 
ciple of justice and our own interest. 

The bill proposes a bonus of ten per cent. tobe paid. This will add 
greatly to our revenue, and is certainly not unjust, because it is a sum 
paid by non-residents for permission to remain without the country, while 
residents are battling for and defending their property. 

On the third question proposed, your committee. are of opinion, 
that sound policy requires, that the citizens of Texas should have the 
privilege of selling their lands to.aliens. The citizens ot Texas, west 
of the San Jacinto, have but little left-heside their land, and they will 
be compelled to sell a portion, to procure THi®agqgmmon necessaries of 
life—the effects of the war have left them no-alternative, and unless 
they can sell to aliens, they will be compelled to sacrifice their lands, by 
selling at very reduced prices to those citizens of. ;Fexas, who have mo- 
ney. Were they permitted by law to sell to aliens, they would at once 
be rescued from the grasp of the speculator, and weuld be enabled to 
sell their lands at fair prices; Numbers of capitalists are now in the 
country from the United States, only waiting for the passage of such a 
law, to enable them to purchase, and are willing to give fair prices for 
land, but will not and cannot purchase, unless,such a law be passed. 
Suppose such a law is not passed, what will be the result? Your own 
citizens can alone purchase land—they have but little capital, and can, 
consequently, give but reduced prices—lands in consequence, instead 
of selling from two to five dollars per acre, will sell for fifty cents or one 
dollar per acre; and your citizens will in the main, be compelled to sac- 
rifice all their land, to enable them to procure the substantials of life; 
you will have a poor impoyerished population, and a country uncultivated 
and unimproved. Your citizen soldiers will have but few inducements 
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again to shoulder the rifle and meet the foe—and we have every reason 


to fear, that the enemies of liberty will find Texas an easy conquest. 
But suffer the law to be passed, and what is the picture that will be pre- 
sented? Your citizens, by selling a portion of their land, will obtain 
anew the comforts of home—will obtain at once the means of cultivating 
their lands—and will march forward to the acquisition of that compe- 
tence, comfort and independence, to which they are so much entitled, 
and of which, before the revolution, they were every one in possession. 
You interest the capital, talent, and enterprize of the citizens of the 
United States in your country. You identify the interest of thousands 
abroad, in your success—and you interest in your favor, those who 
have the means, the will, and the inducements to supply you with the 
money necessary to prosecute to success, the great undertaking in 
which you are engaged. Aided by them, your independence will be 
achieved—your country will soon develop its immense internal resour- 
ces, and population and wealth—and commerce and agriculture, and a 
prosperous and happy people, will be the result of your policy. But it 
is said, the policy will be dangerous, because foreigners will monopolise 
our lands and retain them for a length of time, in an unimproved condi- 
tion. 

To the mind of your committee, there is but little force in this argu- 
ment. So long as foreigners are excluded, so long will your lands re- 
main at reduced prices, and so long will the citizens of Texas remain in 
the power af those Texian speculators who have money.. The exclusion 
of foreign capital will result in the very evil apprehended; and in a very 
few years, the most valuable of the domain of Texas will be in the hands 
of a few individuals, who have already realized immense landed estates. 
Suffer, however, foreign capital to be introduced, and the competition 
will be great—there will be a thousand purchasers where you now find 
one. Lands will commence rising in value, and instead of being bought 
up in large bodies, at reduced prices, they will be sold in smaller tracts, 
at fair prices, and most generally for the purpose of cultivation. You 
cannot expect much emigration in the way of actual settlers to Texas, 
until the war is over; and, consequently, the lands will remain waste, 
either in the hands of large Texian monopolists or in those of the origi- 
nal owners; so that in any possible view of the case, sound policy re- 
quires, that such a law should be passed. 

Such a law will materially aid the selling of scrip. So soon as the 
lands of Texas commence rising in value, the scrip also will rise in equal 
or probably a greater ratio. The more capital, and the greater the 
number of persons that become interested in the country, the greater 
will be the security afforded the country—greater will be the confidence 
inspired—and greater, of course, will become the price of our public 
domain. Such will be some of the benefits, 1f the law is passed. But 
what will be the result, if it is not? You lose the interest of foreigners, 
and will be compelled to rely on your own resources. And what are 
they? Nothing. Without a dollar in the treasury, but few soldiers in - 
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the field, no provisions or clothing, and no possible means with which to 
procure them, except through the good offices of our friends in the United 
States—and think you, that further aid can or ought to be expected from 
ihat quarter, if this bill is not passed? No—they will leave you to work 
out your own deliverance. Your bonds will not be purchased—they 
will credit you for no more provisions nor clothing—no more appeals will 
be made in your behalf—and prostrated by your own folly and ingrati- 
tude, you will soonagain wear the bonds of Mexican tyranny, and justly 
be regarded with scorn by the just and liberal. 

The people of Texas have, with an unanimity unexampled, declar- 
ed their desire to be attached to the United States. In that declaration, 
they have expressed their opinion conclusively, that they desired the 
citizens of the United States to hold lands in Texas. If we are annex- 
ed, the field of speculation will be open, and we will encounter the same 
apprehended evils then as now; and if we are not annexed, what is to 
sustain us but their friendship and assistance. We shall be compelled 
to say to them, “here is Texas, win it and divide it.” No other course 
will be left, and while it is in our power, let us pursue that course which 
will be calculated to promote our present national welfare, and secure 
for ourselves that certain assistance, which we shall, in all probability, 
require. 

3 In reply to the fourth question, your committee are of opinion, that 
no possible doubt can exist. The constitution is so clear and unambi- 
guous, that he who reads must understand. 

“ No alien shall hold land in this republic, except by title emanat- 
ing directly from the government.” 

Unless restrained by a constitutional provision, the government of 
Texas would have the undoubted right to sell the public domain to any 
person it might deem proper. It could, by legislative action, permit fo- 
reigners, in its discretion, to hold real estate; but by the express provi- 
sions of the constitution, aliens can only hold lands in Texas by title 
emanating directly from the government. The bill proposes that the 
volunteer shall have the right to sell his certificate for bounty land to 
any one he may see proper, and that the title shall issue to the person 
to whom the same maybe transferred. The operation of the law would 
be this. So soon as the land office should be open for the location of the 
bounty land, the holder of the certificate would present the same to the 
proper officer appointed by law, who would file the same away, and 
issue an order of survey for the land; and when the field notes should be 
returned, a title would “emanate direct” from the president, in the 
name of the person so entitled to it. What possible doubt can arise in 
the mind as to the constitutionality of such an act? -Is there any con- 
stitutional provision, forbidding such transfers? None. Is there any 
provision requiring the volunteer to become a citizen, to hold his land? 
None. Is there any provision requiring him to settle in the country? 
None. “Is there any law on these subjects? None. Has then this 
congress the constitutional right to pass a law, declaring that this bounty 
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scrip may be transferred by simple endorsement, and that the same 
shall be good in the hands of the holder? Asa general principle, the 
subject admits of no difficulty, and congress has the clear and unques- 
tioned right; but the practice of the government has conclusively settled 
this question. It has issued scrip for thousands of acres of land, with 
the condition expressed, that the same should be transferable by en- 
dorsement, and that the holder thereof should be entitled to receive a 
title for the time. This scrip stands precisely in the same situation as 
the certificate of bounty land—one is given in consideration of money, 
the other in consideration of personal services, and both declare, that 
the holder is entitled to locate so much land, and receive a patent for 
the same. If the government can, by legislative action, permit scrip 
to be assigned away, and the holder to receive a title, although an alien, 
with what truth can it be said, that the same government has not an 
equal right to permit the certificate of bounty land also to be transferred, 
and for the holder, whether an alien or otherwise, to receive a title for 
the same. ‘To your committee, the argument that it would be unconsti- 
tutional to permit the bounty land to be so transferred, is altogether in- 
comprehensible, and must be sustained on a principle of reasoning, al- 
together at variance with either common justice or common sense. 

The constitutional question arising on the second embraces also 
the third question proposed. 

The bill provides that those persons who have heretofore purchas- 
ed lands in Texas, and those who may hereafter purchase, may surren- 
der the original titles to the government, and shall upon paying a bonus 
of ten per cent on the purchase money, receive a title “emanating di- 
rect,” from the president, transfering alone all the right, title and in- 
terest which the original grantee possessed. Itis contended that it 
would be unconstitutional in congress to pass an act authorising such 
suftrender of titles, and the issuing of a title direct from the govern- 

„ment. And why? Because it would be contravening the object and 
intention of the convention which contemplated that the government 
might sell lands to aliens for the purpose only of raising money and 
other means necessary to carry on the war. The object and intention 
of the convention is not to be enquired into, unless there is some ambi- 
guity in the expression of its meaning, which requires interpretation. 
In Vattell, page 311, it is said “when an act is conceived in clear and 
precise terms, when the sense is manifest, and leads to nothing absurd, 
there can be no reason to refuse the sense which the instrument natw ally 
presents.” Is then the expression in the constitution “clear and pre- 
cise?” It says, “no alien shall hold land in this Republic except by title 
emanating direct from the government.” The expression is clear and 
precise, and can admit of no two meanings. It declares positively, 
that no alien shall hold land except in the manner provided for.—What 
the reasons of the convention were, for inserting this clause, it might 
be difficult now todetermine. One object no doubt was to retain in the 
hands of the government the sole disposition of land to aliens, for the 
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purpose of procuring money, and successfully carrying on the war. 
Another might have been, the prevention of frauds in the sale of spu- 
rious titles ;—and another might have been, the selection from among 
aliens, of those who would be the most serviceable to the cause of 
Texas. But the expression is clear, that aliens may hold land, provid- 
ed the title for the same, “emanates direct from the government.” No 
other restrictions are imposed on congress in the permitting of aliens to 
hold lands than the simple one, that the title shail be direct from the gov- 
ernment. In what quantities the land shall be sold—at what price— 
whether for cash, or on credit,—for provisions or munitions of war, or 
whether it should be given away, is all left to the discretion of Con- 
gress. It canbe sold for ten cents an acre, or any other amount, and 
the Congress, if it should deem it politic, has the undoubted right to say 
to an alien, such and such land is worth so much money; but in consid- 
eration of your influence abroad, and the services you have rendered 
us—and on account of the perilous condition in which the country is 
placed, you shall receive a title direct from the Government, upon your 
paying ten per cent. on its value into the treasury. Nor is the gov- 
ernment confined to any particular portion of the country, or particu- 
lar parcel of lands—but may make such contract, and on such terms as 
they may deem proper. But for the purpose of illustrating fully the 
meaning of the committee, suppose that Samuel Swarthout of the 
city of New York should present his petition to the government of Tex- 
as, and represent that he has been the true and undeviating friend of 
Texas, at all times, and under the most discouraging circumstances— 
that he had expended large sums of money in furtherance of the cause 
of T'exas—and that he owned some land in Texas for which he had paid 
in good faith; and in order that his interest might be secured, and that 
« he might continue to have some inducements to exert himself in our be- 
half, should request that a title to him might “emanate direct from 
the government” for said lands, upon condition of his paying for the 
same ten per cent. on the purchase money;—can any doubt exist that 
congress has the clear right to grant bis request? Congress would at 
once decide they had the right, because the title would “emanate direct 
from the government,” and the question as to what land it should issue 
for, and at what price, would be one alone of policy. But the most sat- 
isfactory method of determining the question, is to suppose the law to 
be passed and the title issued—and an issue formedin a court of jus- 
tice, what would the court require of the alien thus claiming the prop- 
erty? Nothing more than to come clearly within the letter of the con- 
stitution. Would he in this case beable todo so? He clearly would. 
He would produce his title issued in the name of the government, and 
signed by the president, and the cunrt would decide in the language of 
chief justice Marshall, “the question whether a law be void for its re- 
pugnance to the constitution, is at all times a question- of much delicacy, 
which ought seldom, ifever, to be decided in the affirmative in a doubt- 
ful case. But it is not on slight implication or vague conjecture that the 
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legislature is to be pronounced to have transcended its powers and its 
acts to be considered as void. The opposition between the conștitution 
and the Jaw should be such, that the judge feels a clear and strong con- 
viction of their incompatibility with each other.” In this case the ~ 
judge could not hesitate—he would declare the title to be one “emana- ° 
ting direct from the government,” and that the causes which induced 
the title was a matter not for judicial inquiry, and in no wise material to 
a proper decision. That although other titles might have issued for the 
same land, yet the only title under which the party claimed being in the 
name of the governmert, and coming not only in the meaning, but with- 
in the very letter of the constitution, that the title was good and valid. 
But suppose again, that the persons owning land in Texas, should re- 
quest you to receive from them the original titles, and issue to them 
scrip for the same; would you have the right to grant the request?— 
Certainly you would; because the right to sell or purchase is one of the 
powers of congress; andthe particular manner of doing it is a matter 
alone for the discretion of congress. You could give fifty cents an acre 
for the land, or give scrip for an equal quantity of land, or for the same 
land. Could you then authorize said scrip to be transferred and the 
holders to receivea title? We have already shewn that you have the 
power, and that the practice of the government has gone to that extent. 
If then you could issue scrip for the land, and subsequently a title—can 
you not also cause a title for the same to “emanate direct from the gov- 
ernment.” The decisions of all respectable jurists on the construvtion 


- and interpretation of statutes declare that you have the right; and those 


who argue in the opposition, are at war with the long and well estab- 
lished decisions of the highest and most respectable judicial tribunals 
on earth. Your committee will close this report with the remark, that 
they have attemptedan argument on a constitutional question, so clear 
and precise, that no possible doubt can exist in the mind of a lawyer on 
the subject. Noargument would have been necessary in a court of jus- 
tice, and they have attempted this argument ona question so clear as to 
leave no room for argument only in obedience to the express imstruc- 
tions of the house. 

Therefore, resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, that a bill providing for those 
persons contemplated in this report, ought to be passed. 


<LI 
Monpay, Decemper 5th 1836. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read. 

Mr. Billingsly presented the petition of James W. Parker, 
with accompanying documents, which, on motion of Mr. White, 
was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Wharton reported an act establishing general regula- 
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tions for the government of the army of the republic of Texas, 
which, on suspension of the rule, was read a third time and 
assed. 

j Mr. Wharton reported from a select committee, to whom 
was referred an act for the relief of the officers and soldiers in 
the service onthe 21st April, recommending thatas a large num- 
ber of the members of this-house would be benefited by the pas- 
sage of this bill; its further consideration be deferred for a fu- 
ture congress, i . 

Mr. Baker moved to lay the report on the table—carried. 

Mr. Baker reported ,a bill organizing the justices’ courts, 
and defining the powers and jurisdiction thereof, and by sus- 
pension of the rule, was’ read a third time with some amend- 
ments proposed on the second reading. 

“Mr. McKenny reported on the petiton of A. Allsberry, 
for services rendered as translator, with rank and pay of major, 
recommending payment—read a first time. 

Mr. Brush moved a joint resolution altering the names of 
certain counties, which, when amended were as follows—county 
of Refugio to King, Victoria to Ward, Goliad to Fannin, Bexar 
to Travis, San Patricio to Crockett, Gonzales to Shakelford, 
which was read by suspension, a third time. 

A message from the senate was announced, which was order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. Baker moved to take up the bill for raising a revenue 
by direct taxation, and on motion of Mr. Billingsly the house 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole. 

Mr. Billingsly reported progress, and as chairman of the 
committee, asked leave to sit again. 

The house then adjourned until 3 o’clock, and then met 
pursuant to adjournment. 

_ The question of the adjournment of congress was resumed 
on motion of Mr. Rowe; and its further consideration, after 
some desultory debate, postponed till the 15th inst., on motion 
of Mr. Chenoweth. 

Mr. Wharton proposed a resolution directing the senate to 
be present next Monday at the inauguration of the president 
and vice president elect, as directed by the constitution—order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to take up the bill entitled an act for 
the relief of officers and soldiers on the 21st of April—carried. 

An animated debate took place, in which the statistics and 
finance of the country, produced such discrepancy of opinion, 
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hat at a late hour, Mr. McKenney recommended an adjourn- 
ment until the following morning. , 
The reporter is furnished with the notes of debate, which 


if required, shall be published. 


Turspay, December 6, 1836. 

The house met at the usual hour. 

Mr. Chenoweth presented a petition from the citizens of 
Harrisburg, stating that on the 14th of April, they were com- 
pelled to leave iheir homes to protect their families, and prayed 
congress to devise means to indemnify them for their losses sus- 
tained by the burning of their dwellings;—ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Baker presented a petition from the widow King, of San 
Felipe, praying indemnity for the losses she sustained from the 
Mexicans;—ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bunton reported on the petition of Parker, the father 
of the female now in the hands of the Indians, by joint resolu- 
tion, referring the matter to the Executive for such assistance 
in Parker’s case as he may deem most effective;—the joint reso- 
lution was read a second and third time and passed. 

Mr. Chenoweth reported by bill on the-subject of a sink- 
ing fund—ordered to lie on the table. * 

Mr. McKenny reported on the resolution referred to a se- 
lect committee on authorising the payment of John Record, sec- 
retary to the president of the government ad interim, and for 
some time to the president elect, at 1500 dollars per annum— 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Holman moved a resolution that all votes given in fu- 
ture elections, by either houses of congress, be viva voce—read 
a first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The unfinished business of yesterday, was resumed in com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill to raise a revenue by direct tax- 
ation. 

Mr. Allen could not concur in the principles contained in 
that bill, as it is impossible to convince this house, that confisca- 
ao on take place until the adjudication of a competent tri- 

una. e 


Mr. Bunton concurred in the same views, and considered 


’ that the bill was sectional in its designation of particular dis- 


tricts, and he would by no means assent to the proposition of the 


- right of government. 
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Mr. Baker would say that a man convinced against his 
will, is of thesame opinion still—if he could not satisfy the minds 
of the people on the legal right for which he had twice conten- 
ded, it wasnot his fault; it must be owing to the peculiar organ- 
ization of their minds. It cannot be contended that if the con- 
fiscation does not take place during war, it can be effected in 
peace. In prosecuting a citizen resident in Mexico, what is the 
allegation ?—that he was a citizen of Texas, and is now in Mexi- 
co, the judge would declare if this congress passed the law, that 
the property was seized by the mere operation of law. 

Ne ranch’s report was read in confirmation of Mr. Bakers’ 
opinion, in the affirmation ofthe judgment of the inferior courts 
by chief justice Washington, in the case of Smith versus the le- 
gislature of Maryland. 

The house shortly after adjourned till 3 o’clock. 


3 crock, P. M. 

Pursuant to adjournment the house met, and the bill for 
raising a direct revenue was again taken up, and by suspension 
of the rule was read a third time and passed. 

The reconsideration of the vote of adjournment was taken 
and on a division, it was resolved to adjourn on the 17th Dec., 
and meet on the first Monday in May—carried. 

The house adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


— > oo 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1836. 

The house met at the usual hour. 

. _ Mr. Baker presented a petition of Col. Perry, formerly 
colonel of artillery, under appointment of the president of the 
government, ad interim—in which the interference of the presi- 
dent was alleged as annulling the treasury orders received for 
his services from the acting pay master gencral. 

Mr. Bunton presented some additional sections to the bill 
indemnifying citizens who have lost property during the war— 
the rule was suspended, and the bill with amendments was put 
on its second reading. 

A discussion arose as to the principle of indemnification 
contained in the bill, in which Mr. Allen, Mr. Green, Mr. 
Bunton, and Mr. Brush took part. 

Mr. Baker moved the reconsideration of the vote of sus- 
pension, that the bill be again open to amendment—as one of 
the sections afforded indemnity to men really undeserving of it, 
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and in one instance, a man of considerable wealth, and much 
landed property, refused to loan a single cent to the government 
during the war. 

Mr. Baker then moved a provision—that those who aban- 

doned the country, aided the enemy, or refused to loan money 
to government, be excluded from the benefit of the act—adop- 
ted. ; 
The difference of the claims of those who have sustained 
losses, was pointed out by Mr. Baker—on the one hand there 
was a sacrifice of blood, of property, of all that was valuable, 
in order to sustain the whole cause of Texas; and if thet® arc 
other parts of the country that have not so suffered, he hoped 
the gentlemen from these districts will not oppose the bill; the 
people who have suffered these losses, are many of them in a 
state of starvation, and petitioning your house for rations—gen- 
tlemen may speak of the national debt, but if it accumulate in 
the skies, thew poor people must be relieved. 

Mr. Bunton said if we had waged war with a civilized nation, 
private property would be respected; but sir, by this war of 
extermination, the people were forced to leave their homes—at 
Gonzales when the first tocsin of alarm-was sounded, the father 
of a numerous family, left his home and was sacrificed to Texas 
on the battle field, while aiding the immortal Travis—intelli- 
gence reached his wretched family, and his former partner in 
life, the blind widow of an orphaned offspring, is now wander- 
ing in wretchedness, or occasionally relieved by the commissa- 
ries—this was not an isolated case, there were many others as 
appalling. 

Mr. Ingram considered that one of the principle objects of 
the bill was overlooked—namely, to obtain information asto the 
expenses incurred before the termination ofthe last war. With- 
out such provision we cannot stipulate in case of annexation 
with the United States, unless these estimates be obtained in 
the respective counties—there is also another settlement with 
people of a different country, with which it will be impossible to 
settle—the resident citizens who have suffered by the calami- 
ties of war with the Mexicans, ought to be indemnified, and 
they had as strong, as just and as equitable a claim as those who 
have lost property by the Texians during the war. The ap- 
pointment of an attorney for the purpose of such investigation, 
would obviate the evils resulting from any undue demands in 
presence of the chief justice and associate judges—these losses 
in some instances were incalculable—he liked the bill, was not 
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startled at the amount: if the amount was great, so much the 
worse if it fell on individuals—if the amount were small, a few 
hundreds or thousands, the less the necessity of compensation. 
Not one half of Texas has felt the expenses and difficulties of 
the war, and the other half have suffered all. Whenever the 
day of settlement with Mexico or the United States shall have 
arrived, by this distinct mode of calculation, we have the amount 
at once calculated, and we know what todemand—he approved 
the bill as it now stood, altho’ it may perhaps have been better; 
yetin conscience, and before his God, he felt justified for the 
vote he would give in favor of the passage of the bill. 


Mr. Green would make a distinction between the rights of . 


those who suffered by directions of our commanding officers, and 
those for instance at Harrisburg, who have suffered by the en- 
emy; the former have properly the first claim, and he believed 
that seven millions was the sum required from the United States 
in case of annexation, which would be applied to the indemnity 
of these losses—with Mexico the others ought to be adjusted. 

The bill was read a third time, and on a division, was pass- 
ed—17 ayes, 4 noes. 

Mr. Rowe announced the signature of the president to 
joint resolutions for relief of William Bryan, to an act for de- 
fence of the frentiers. 

Mr. Baker with leave, moved a bill establishing a land of- 
fice—read a first time. 


r. Holman moved to take up the resolution for relief of: 


Mrs. Millsaps, the rule was suspended, and the resolution passed 
its final reading. 

Mr. Baker moved a resolution that the sergeant-at-arms 
receive two dollars for every member he has to summon, to be 
paid by the member so summoned—and that the same be paid 
in government paper—was offered by Mr. Allen as an amend- 
ment, and by Mr. Rowe, that the fee on sufficient grounds be 
remitted—carried. 

Mr. Billingsly moved an adjournment till 3 o’clock. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met, and on motion of Mr. Brush, seconded 
by Mr. Green, and urged by Mr. Fisher, an adjournment took 
place till to-morrow, this being the anniveraary of the death of 
Col. Milam. 
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Tuurspay, DecemseRr 8, 1836. 

The house met, and after the delivery of prayer, and peru- 
sal of Wednesday’s journal— 

Mr. Baker reported a bill to be entitled “An act, punishing 

crimes and misdemeanors.” 
. A message from the senate was announced by Mr. Scurry, 
conveying three bills that had passed that body, with amend- 
ments—one relinquishing a league and labor of land on Galves- 
ton island, in favor of M. B. Menard and others—an act de- 
termining the pay of mounted riflemen on the frontiers—and 
joint resolutions empowering the president to effect a loan of 
twenty thousand dollars—the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Bunton reported from the committec on Indian affairs 
by joint resolution, requesting the president to break up the 
trading houses on the Red river; through the misconduct of the 
parties engaged in which, the depredations of the Indians are 
encouraged by exchanging guns for horses and other articles— 
adopted. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches reported on the act establishing 
a bank of agriculture and commerce, in pursuance of a charter 
granted to Messrs. McKinney & Williams, and authorising the 
secretary of the treasury to effect a loan, and to have audited 


® the account of Messrs. McKinney & Williams, with instructions 


to the president to appoint a commissioner for supervision of the 
bank.—Carried. 

Mr. Rowe presented a report by bill, establishinga land 
office—read a first time. 

Mr. Branch moved to take up the acts just received from 
the senate, when the act with amendments, relinquishing one 
league and labor of land to M. B. Menard, was concurred in. 

The act determining the pay and bounty of mounted rifle- 
men, was read and concurred in—joint resolutions authorising 
the president to negociate a loan of twenty thousand dollars, 
with amendments were read and concurred in. 

Mr. Baker moved that the bill read yesterday, establishing 
a land office be taken up—lost. 

’ Mr. Rowe moved the substitute of this day, which being 
carried, the house resolved itself into a committee of the whole; 
Mr. Allen of Milam in the chair—some amendments were 
made, and the committee rose, reported progress, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

A message from the senate with an act establishing an a- 
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gency at Mobile in the appointment of Mr. White—was read, 
and by suspension of the rule, placed on its second reading, and 
finally passed its third reading on a division—16 voted for, and 
8 against. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M. 

3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The house met, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, and resumed its deliberations on the land bill, which was 
adopted to the lith section; a substitute was then offered by 
Mr. Baker, on which a discussion rather lengthy occurred and the 
committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit a- 

ain. 
A bill authorising the president to sell ten leagues of land, 
was placed on its final reading, and passed. 4 

Mr. Green with leave of the house, reported a bill relative 
to African negroes, rendering it capital punishment without ben- 
efit of clergy, to land, introduce, or aid in landing African ne- 
groes in any part of Texas—referred to the committee on the 
state of the republic. 

The house then adjourned until 7 o’clock P. M. 

The house met at7 o’clock, and transacted little business— 
an act authorising the printing of the laws of the provisional 
government of March last, and the acts and journal of the 
present congress in 2500 copies pamphlet form—carried. 

A discussion arose on taking up the bill for the relief of the 
officers and soldiers in the service on the 21st of April, but no 
definite action of the house resulted—a motion of adjournment 
having been put and carried, on which, the house adjourned till 
to-morrow 10 o’clock. 


—<LI— 


Frimay, Decemper 9, 1836. 
The house met this day, and after the usual preliminaries, 
Mr. Green- presented a petition from Messrs Archer & 
Collinsworth, praying a charter for connecting the waters of the 
Rio Grande with the Sabine, by internal navigation and rail 
roads.—Referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 
Mr. Baker presented the memorial of the Messrs. Bor- 
dens, with an accompanying letter, announcing the hypotheca- 
tion of their lands—referred to the joint committee who con- 
tracted with the printers. i 
Mr. Baker presented the petition of Daniel Toller for se- 
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ven hundred dollars—referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. i 

Mr. Chenowcth presented a petition from a Mr. Thornton, 
offering 500 dollars for the brig Durango, now lying in the 
Mississippi—referred to the naval committee. 

Mr. White reported from the committee on county boun- 
daries, making a new division on the Brazos river. 

Mr. Allen reported from the committee on the state of the 
republic, relative to the duties of the officers of state respect- 
ively, by resolution compelling them to reside at the seat of gov- 
ernment—the rule was suspended, and the joint resolution was 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Gant with leave, presented a bill to prevent frauds in 
land titles, read a first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the benefit of the officers and soldiers of San 
Jacinto, was, after a division of the house called up, and a mo- 
tion of its postponement—lost. 

A message from the senate was announced, with several 
acts that had passed that house with amendments—an amend- 
ment was moved by Mr. Bunton that those who fell at the Ala- 
mo, La Bahia and San Antonio be equally rewarded. l 

Mr. Branch opposed the amendment, as he believed its ob- 
ject to be to defeat the present bill, which he wished to stand or 
fall on its own merits. 

Mr. Baker was of the same opinion, and was unwilling to 
be ungrateful to the immortal spirits of the Alamo.- History, 
ballad and oratory, emblazoned the glories of Leonidas and his 
Spartan band, but now chivalry and martial fame, will adopt the 
name of Travis and his Texian band;—yet he was unwilling to 
forget the debt of justice due to the victory of the Alamo, as he 
was to be unmindful of the honored dead of other days. 

Mr. Bunton would press the amendment as an act of jus- 
tice, he had been in all the fights, and his courage was less tax- 
ed at San Jacinto than it had been elsewhere. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. Bunton would move to reduce the half league to 640 


~~ or 820 acres; he thought it a great deal too much—the amend- 


ment was lost by a division. 

Mr. Gant would vote against the bill because he was inter- 
ested; this is not the time to reward; we shall have other battles 
to fight—other San Jacinto fights—and when the country is se- 
cured by the fidelity of her friends, reward them then. 
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Mr. Green thought this decidedly the most desirablé time, in 
all probability we shall soon be annexed to the States, and an- 
other’reason was, that should another Alamo fight, or San Ja- 
cinto fight occur—the soldier goes into the field with renewed 
vigor, knowing that should he fall, his family will not be forgot- 
ten, from the example that our congress will now set, by rewar- 
ding those who fought at San Jacinto. 

The bill finally passed on a division. 

Joint resolutions authorising the president to issue scrip to 
the amount of five hundred thousand acres of land, to be handed 
over to Thos. Toby, of New Orleans, were read. 


Mr. Baker was averse to conferring powers on the presi-, 


deni to issue scrip, he hoped this would be the last time—he 
could not oppose it however, on the present occasion, as Mr To- 
by has by personal liabilities involved himself for the benefit of 
this country, and was possessed of a power of attorney from 
the government ad interim, for firther issues on the faith of 
which these responsibilities have been incurred. 

By suspension of the rule, the joint resolutions passed a 
third reading. 

The further consideration of the land bill was resumed in 
committee of the whole.’ 

Mr. Baker moved the substitute after the 11th section, on 
which a discussion arose, that was again resumed before the fi- 
nal disposal of the substitute. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock. 


3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the order of 
the day was taken upon the unfinished business—of the land 
bill—the substitute of Mr. Baker after the llth section was a- 
gain resumed; the speakers for the substitute, were Messrs. Ba- 
ker and Allen; against it, Messrs. Bunton, Gant and Rowe.—It 
was urged in favor of the substitute, that it removed nll the dif- 
ficulties to be found in the bill, offered by the appointment of so 
many commissioners; ‘that to deviate from the course hitherto 
pursued, would be an unjust and unconstitutional interference 
with the vested rights of empresarios. That by the revival of 
the old system, the citizens would be put in immediate posses- 
sion of their long deferred titles, through the closing of the land 
office; and that the commissioners provided for under the sub- 
stitute, were not as numerous, nor subject to the same objections, 
that may apply to the appointment of others; and that an ille- 
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gal interference with the unfulfilled contracts of empresarios, 
would be in opposition to the recorded decision of this house, 
in its concurrence with a report from the judiciary committee, 
declaring that the laws of Texas and Coahuila, were as yet un- 
repealed, or until they had expired by their own limitation; and 
it would be as unjust to attempt such interference in the case of 
the empresarios contracts, as to say to'a man employed to com- 
plete a farm in six years—the employer prevents the completion 
of the object, and would any man say, the employed has no right 
to the original sum stipulated for? 

In opposition to the substitute, it was urged that the empre- 
sarios were merely contractors with the Mexican government, 


and could have had no vested right, inasmuch as their premium 


lands depended on the location of the families—and that such 
premium lands should have been selected only, when the right 
to such selection, existed by the location of the requisite number 
of families, and in the quantity prescribed by law—and that the 
fact is notorious, that the choicest lands have, in most instances, 
been selected to the full amount to which the empresarios would 
have been entitled, had they completed the conditions of the 
contract. That the colonies of the various empresarios, cover 
the whole face of the land—and that Texas, in her offer to vo- 
lunteers, after the declaration of independence, either consid- 
ered the territory at her own disposal and that of her-existing 
and future governments, or subject to empresarios contracts with 
Mexican authorities. If the latter, it was a novelty that ought 
to have been proclaimed before now—and in point of fact, all 
the old Mexican officers and agents, ought to be reinstated in 
their former employments, and the condition of the Mexican 
contracts rigidly adhered to, that these empresarios should not 
suffer any North American to locate in their coionies—and if the 
right is still inviolably reserved to the empresarios, as Mexican 
agents, to distribute the land of Texas, Texas beiongs not to our 
government—we have made promises in bad faith to volunteers 


-and emigrants, and we ought not to presume to meddle with such 


vested right, so sacred and inviolable. 

The commiitee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again; andthen,onmotion, | 

The house adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
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oA, Sarurpay, Decswser 10, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to. adjournment, . 

When prayers were said and the journal réad.. 

Mr. Baker presented. a petition from one of the commis- 
sioners of the land‘office, requesting the examination, and in- 
struction as to the- disposition of the archieves at present in his 
possession, referred to. the committee on public lands—also a pe- 
tition from Hetty Loyd for claims on government; referred to. 
the committee. on claims and ‘accounts. - 

Mr. Hill: presented. a petition from a person wounded: at 
San Jacinta, claiming. a donation from government, referred to. 
a select committee with instruction te report by bill or other-. 
wise,—Messrs., Gant, Pennington and Branch were named. 

Mr. Fisher reported, fromthe committee on naval affairs 
rejecting the offer made to, purchase the “Durango.” —Adopted:. 

Message from. the senate with the. passage of two bills was 
announced by Mr.. Scurry. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, reperted by bill on the claims 
of Messrs. Bordens, authorising-the president to issue-his order 
on Mr. White for the payment of certain sums due to.them;-by. 
suspension. of the rule,.the bill or joint resolutions. passed: their 
third reading. po 

Mr. Pennington: reported by bill on the establishment of 
ferries, read a. third time. - i 

An act for the eleetion of coroners, sheriffs, constables and 
others, was taken.up and concurred in. 

An act creating the. county of Houston,-—ordered to. lie 
onthe table.. . i 

An act authorizing county courts, to regulate roads, &c., 
the rule was suspended, and the bill passed its third reading. 

An act to form.a military. establishment, with amendments, 
was taken up, and on. the-amendment. to the sixteenth section, 


Mr. Archer eloquently addressed the house on-the injustice-and - 


unconstitutionality of destroying the balance of power by res-- 
iricting. the bill, defined privileges of the executive,—and after 
am eulogy on the character and military heroism of our presi- 
dent, who-in common with us all was fighting for liberty—that 
very liberty that he is now-accused of entertaining a. disposition 
to invade, his birth, his association through life, his achievments 
iñ the sacred cause of liberty, all repel the foul calmuny; for to 
suppose such intention, is to suppose the man an idiot, ignorant 
of the character-of the-men he commands; the notion is too ab- 
surd to be entertained fora moment, and'he earnestly hoped 
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that we may not fall inte such egregious error as to weaken in- 
stead of strengthen in this hour of peril and war, the arm of the 
executive already too much enfeebled, and above all he hoped 
thatwe pause ere we transmit to the United States, in onr infant 
republic, suspicions so unjust and injurious to.the great object for 
which he so gloriously led ony—the sacred cause of liberty. 

Mr. Archer would vote for concurrénce in the amendment, 
which on a division of the house was concurred in. 


The house then adjourned &ll3 o’clock. P. M. 


3 O'CLOCK, Pe Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

And in committee of the whole resumed its deliberations 
on the land bill, several amendments were made, and progress 
reported. 

Mr. Rowe reported from the committee on enrolled bills, 
the signature of the president to an act relinquishing one league 
and labor of land ih favor of M. B. Menard. 

An act defining ‘the pay of riflemen now -and heretofore 
on the frontiers. 5 f 

An act adopting a standard and seal for the republic. 
» An act establishing an agency in Mobile. i 
* o An act for effecting aloan of twenty thousand dollars. 

The joint resolution in favor of T, & G. H. Bordon, was 
called up, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The act regulating strays was read a third time and passed. 

An act regulating the rate of interest on Treasury orders 
at 8 per cent. was put on its third reading, and on division.passed. 

The house then adjourned till Monday 19 oclock. 


LI 


Monpay, Decemaer 12, 1836. 

The louse met this day pursuant to adjournment, and .the 
usual preliminaries being disposed of, 

Mr. Green reported from the committee on'the state of the 
republic, a bill-for establishing a rail road, navigation and bank- 
ing company, ia confirmation of the petition of Messrs. Archer 
and Collinsworth, to.connect the waters of the Rio Grande with 
the Sabine. í k 

Mr. Archer-—This work, whether chimerical or otherwise, 
it is contemplated, shall be accomplished by. foreign capital— 
the commerçial advantages of our country afford the most extra- 
ordinary facilities for improvements. The elevated condition of 
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the United States of -the north, is mainly attributable to the in- 
troduction of foreign capital: With this project effected, we ap- 
proximate within á few hours, our neighbors of the west. This 


` work will be commenced immediately, in less than five months— 


the capital is amassed—a bonus of twenty five thousand dollars 
is paid in advance to government, and five per cent on the pro- 
fits for a charter, renewable at-the expiration of forty-nine years. 
There never was in Texas, an offer of'‘more advantage, and the 
government or the citizen of Texas, is not called on to advance 
one cent. In the event of war, the advantage is incalculable— 
to the farmer, beyond value—enabling him to borrow at-ten per 
cent, to obtain the benefit of labor. if Texas be annexéd,-these 
advantages are lost, unless the charter be now ratified. 

Mr. Baker considered if these, advantages will accrue, he 
would be glad to have such statements verified by investigation. 
He, therefore, moved the suspension of the rule, that it be sent to 
a committee, to report thereon. 

The select committee named, were Messrs. Green, Baker, 
and Bunton. ; : o’ : 

Mr. Chenoweth proposed resolutions, requiring from ‘the 
empresarios, a statistical and aćcurate account of their proceed- 
ings, under the contracts made with the state of Coahuila an 
Texas, to be returned on the first of next May. ; 

Mr. Chenoweth hopéd the adoption of these resolutions 
would supersede the land bill. ee ae 

Mr. Bunton said, the old cat was still there, not sufficiently 
well covered with meal, to disguise it. He moved their indefinite 
postponement. - . ot. 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Mary Millsap, was passed in 
senate, as announced by Mr. Scurry. Dia 


3 


cle.) 


“Mr. Chenoweth read a document commencing with confusion - 


and perplexity—it was an essay, de omnibus rebus, et quibusdem 
alits—on “every thing and something else besides;’’-very: tech- 
nical, rather comical, and exceedingly poetical-—it danced- on 
the light “fantastic toe,” and ended as it began. We momeitta- 
rily expected that some jocular member would have moved to 
sing the psalmody of it, and dance on “the light fantastic toe,” 
to the remainder, as during the reading, members with difficulty 
controlled their risible muscles. ne 
Mr. Bunton admired the hallucinations displayed. inthe pe- 
‘\rusal of the document. “He did not care whether, as inthe reply 
of Burke to‘Sheridan, the oratory was got at the baker's shop òr 
not—it did not cover the cat—there certainly was an extraordi- 
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nary illumination, a new light shed on the conviction of the 
speaker since the last discussion on this question—he hoped, 
however, that it was not “a lunar beam,” but a light from hea- 
ven, that worked the happy change of opinioa—his coadjutor 
was decidedly .a,man of ability !! 

- The document, joint resolutions and bill of Mr. Chenoweth, 
were rejected by a vast majority. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill providing for the establishment of a land office, 
was taken up in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Fisher moyed that the committee rise and report pro- 
gress, for if this bill pass, it will go to the world with more ab- 
surdities, than any public act of this house. He was fully aware 
of its importance, and that was the reason why he wished to have 
more deliberation on the subject. 

Mr. Bunton said, the amendment and apparent absurdities, 


? were no reason why the house should not endeavor to produce — 


the best bill they could. 

Mr. Fisher was two years without his land, and urging 
claims thus prematurely, would be asking from bankrupt Texas, 
a demand she could not comply with. 

Mr, McKenney and Mr. Rowe urged the imperative neces- 
sity of immediate action on the part of the house. ; 

Mr. Fisher said, that the state of the country claimed our 
army in the field, and opening the land offices at present, would 
defraud them of their just rights. 

Mr, Gant concurred in the opinions of Mr. Fisher. 

The motion, on division, was lost. 

Some amendments were made, and the house adjourned till 
3 o’clock, 
; 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met-pursuant to adjournment—and in committee 
of - whole, proceeded to the further consideration of the land 
dill. 

After a considerable time spent in the adoption of certain 
amendments, the committee rose, reported progress, and asked 


_ permission to be discharged from the further consideration of the 


The bill was read a third time and passed. 

A bill defining the boundaries of Texas, was taken up, and 
after striking out the twolast sections, by suspension of the rule, 
passed a third reading. 
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A message from the senate was announced by Mr. Scurry. 
The house then adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow. 
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Tusrspay, Decemper 13, 1836. 

The house met and the journal was read. 

A petition from a woman, complaining of ill usage and neg- 
lect from her husband, was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. McKenney reported by bill, on the claims of a Mr. De- 
vereaux, urging payment of his demand for the use of wagons, 
teams, &c. for the service of the army. 

Mr. Allen reported on the account of the Messrs. Bordens, 
as correct, in filling up the blank of the second sectien of a bill 
in their behalf. Concurred in. 

Mr. Bunton reported on the bill establishing a charter for a 


commending, that unless the bonus be paid within eighteen 
months from the date of incorporation, the charter be void.— 
Adopted. 

Mr. Gant reported by bill, on the petition of John Thom, for 
pensioning officers and soldiers disabled in war.—Read a second 
time. : 

A message from the senate, passing without amendment, the 
bill establishing the powers and jurisdiction òf the district courts. 

Several amendments, determining the nature of such wounds, 
as would give claim to a pension, were passed; after which, the 
joint resolutions passed their final reading. 

Mr. Robinson proposed with leave, an act granting bounty 
lands to those who rescued the countryin April last.—Read a first 
time. . . . 

The rail road bill, with a banking charter, was taken up in 


committee of the whole. The bill was read a third time and ? 


passed without amendments. 

Mr. Baker presented a memorial from Sterling C. Robinson, 
as empresario, to be reinstated in his colony.—Referred to the 
committee on public lands. 

The resolution in favor of the Messrs. Bordens, was taken 
up, and passed a third and final reading. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An act organizing the inferior courts, and defining the pow- 

ers and jurisdiction of the same, with some amendments, was 


a 


a 
be 


rail road and internal navigation, with banking privileges, by re- —” 
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read—two of which were dissented from. 

A message, establishing regulations and instructions for the 
service of the navy of Texas, was announced. 

A bill authorizing the printing of the acts of the provisional 
government, (those of March,) and the acts of the present con- 
gress, was read, and concurred in. 

A paper from Zacharius Hamlin, relative to the claims of 
the sailors of the Yellow Stone, was received.—Referred to the 
committee on lands. 

A bill organizing the military department, was read, The 
house receded from its amendment, ard accorded with the ezci- 
sion of the 19th article, as urged by the senate. 

Regulations for the navy were read a third time and passed 
by suspension of the rule, reading and title. 

An act establishing a rate ofinterest, was then read, when it 
was clearly proved, that a high per centage, by private arrange- 
ment, exorbitantly exacted, would always place the poor bor- 
rower in that condition, that he would ‘not have the principle to 
pay the interest—nor would it be his interest to pay the principal 
to such an unprincipled lender. 

The bill asit originally stood, was passed. - 

A bill for payment of Mr. Record’s services, as priyate sec- 


. retary, was read, and on a division, passed. 
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The house afterwards adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 
pe 
Wenpvespay, December 14, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

And after the usual preliminaries, proceeded to business. 

A bill providing by appropriation for the expenses of the 
republic, was read a third time. ' 

An act supplementary to the act organizing the inferior 
courts, was proposed by Mr. Bunton and passed its third rea- 
ding. ' 

. Mr. Branch presented a resolution requesting the commit- 
tee on claims and accounts to report on all claims submitted to 
them as soon as practicable. i 

Mr. Pennington moved a resolution empowering the chief 
justice to define the-county boundaries, and make returns there- 
of to the secretary of state, on, or before the lst day of May 
next—was read a third time and passed. 


_ A message appointing the day to elect the various officers 
of the Republic.—Laid on the table. i 
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A bill legalizing marriage contracts, with several amend- ` 


ments, was laid on the table, 
+~ Mr. Bunton read an act establishing fees of office. 
A message from the senate, on the bill organizing the infe- 


rior courts, receding from some, and refusing acquiescence in € 


other amendments, was announced by Mr. Scurry. 

The act establishing fees of office was read; the blanks 
filled, and the bill passed to its final reading. 

The house then adjourned till half past 3 o'clock. 

— 9 
HALF PAST 3 OCLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

. The resolutions for the relief of Messrs. Hooper and 
Wright,,members of the house of representatives, were taken 
up, and passed a third reading. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An act organizing the inferior courts, was taken up,—and 
the house concurred by receding from its amendments. 

An act creating certain civil offices—Read a third time. 

A joint resolution for relief of the Messrs. Bordens. 

An-act instructing the justices to define the boundaries, and 

An act organizing the justices’ courts without amendments, 
were announced by Mr. Scurry, as having passed the senate. 

An act to ascertain confiscated lands was with leave intro- 
duced, and passed its third reading. ; 

An act appropriating certain confiscated lands to the ex- 
clusive benefit of the government, was read a third time and 
passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John Record, which in 
the report of ‘Tuesday was erroneously stated to have passed its 
third reading,—was 

On motion of Mr. Archer taken up, and by suspension of 
the rule, passed its third reading. 

Mr. Branch before the question was put, must say that he 
could not vote for an amendment, allowing the president a pri- 
vate secretary; indeed he thought it too bad that the president 
should employ a clerk at the expense of the public. 

Mr. Green and several other members expressed surprise at 
such remarks, when it was a well known fact that the president 
from pressure of public business was compelled from his private 
resources to employ too or three clerks. 

The amendment however was negatived. 

The act establishing a rail road, and banking charter &c. 
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$ ‘ 
was concurred in. 


_A Message from the senate, concurring in an act establish- 
ing the fees of office. | 
The house then adjourned until seven o’clock. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met, and a message from the senate was announ- 
ced, with an act authorising certain officers to administer oaths 
to officers and soldiers in the army—and 

An act regulating strays, with some amendments, were 
announced by Mr. Scurry—the latter of which was concurred 
in, the former read a first time.—Deferred. 

An act for the relief of those whose wagons and teams 
were pressed in the public service, providing for their‘ payment 
with some amendments, passed its third reading. 

An act establishing a general land office, with amendments, 
was read on the question of concurrence—and 


& On motion of Mr. Allen was laid on the table until to-mor- 


row. 
A joint resolution appropriating payment when in the Treas- 
ury, for the amount due to general T. J. Green, was read. 

A memorial which resulted from the rejection on the part 
of the senate of the original biH wasread, in which the mostrmnous 
hypothecation of general Green’s land was proved, and the most 
disinterested outlay of all his finances and even his credit had 
been impignorated, for the relief of Texas. In.the hour of the 
‘darkest dismay that Texas ever experienced, when mexican in- 
vasion had left the fame of the country’s salvation in „its dying 
etruggles—when his efforts to relieve Texas in Orleans were 
met by accounts of the fall of the Alamo, the destruction of the 
hapless Fannin, the desolation, wretchedness and flight of the 
citizens from the effects of the war. Now that his lands in the 
state of Mississippi were about to be sacrificed, when his bills 
contracted on the faith of the government, have been protested, 
when even in these streets, he has been importuned, for those 
debts, he asked nothing more than to be placed on a footing 
with others by giving land scrip, which has been liberally dealt 
out to others, and may be sold to the worst enemies of the coun- 
‘try—and why did he even demand that payment? To restore 
‘not alone his own credit, but that of the country, for he had 
declared his intention of reinvesting ‘it in the government. 
When the army of Texas were unclad, starving in the field 
‘without munitions of War—his means sustained the whole ar- 
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my for many months, and he now asked-in the hour of necessity 
the restoration of his own, as well as the public credit—dollar 
for dollar he had freely exchanged with the unfortunate soldier 
for his government scrip, when it might be bought for twelve 
cents, and he has now plenty of it to spare, but shall not be 
touched till it rots whatever may be the urgency of demands on 
his purse—his utter recklessness of means was proverbial—but 
if this house reject bis claims after the patient, and deliberate 
examination and acquiescence of two committees, he must content 
himself with considering it a present to Texas—although the loss 
of his property and ruin of his credit in her behalf could not 
enable him to save himself perhaps from incarceration in New 
Orleans. ‘The honorable member in this mere detail of facts 
a0 universally acknowledged, and proved by testimony, appear- 
ed embarrassed as they had relation to himself, but the corrobo- 
rative tribute ofhis fellow labourers on the tented field, from the 
first in rank to the mere private precluded the imputation of the 
slightest egotism or vanity, and the justice of the immediate pay- , 
ment of his debt, as soon as practicable—(a debt of gratitude * 
ło texas,) annulled a momentary opposition, that was offered from 
a wish to put Texas, for the relief of her present exigences in 
possession of some friends, that were expected. 

Mr. Archer in a strain of eloquence and feeling remonstra- 
ted on the almost perfidious ingratitude of resisting sucha claim. 

The resolution on being put to the house was passed in- 
stantly. - 

After which the house adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


Een 


Tuurspay, Decemger 15, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
was read. 

Mr. McKinney reported on the claims of James Morgan, | 
declaring that the committee were incapable of coming to any — 
decision. Report received. 

Mr. Bunton moved a resolution that the proceeds of sale of 
Galyeston Island, or of land’ scrip placed in the hands of David 
White of Mobile, be exclusively appropriated to the use of the 
army, in supplying provisions and munitions of war. 

Mr. Archer said he hoped such resolution would not pass. 

The house had already drawn on David White; and last night 

sanctioned another appropriation. On what grounds does he 

ask for this money for the army? To supply provisions, sir? 
B2 
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general Green’s money has supplied provisions and munitions 
of war, with hisown money, and you now refuse to pay him, 
because it is alledged you have other necessities. 

Mr. Bunton said there were others who had paramount 
claims; he need scarcely mention Mr. McKinney, whose claims 
were infinitely paramount to any that have appeared here, yet 
we have no importunities from that gentleman—no urgencies 
to diminish the trifling expectations of our army in their pres- 
ent destitution. 

Mr. Archer said is it justice—is it fair, while you have 
means, to say to a man, who when you starved, fed you—when 
you were naked clothed you, what does he ask? Restore my 
credit, and your army shall again have the benefit of that resti- 
tution of his honor and credit. 

The resolution on a division for rejection was put on its 
further consideration, and with a provision excepting pre- 
vious appropriations was carried, and passed its fina] reading. 

The land bill was taken up, and (with three amendments 
excepted,) was concurred in. 

On which amendments a committee of conference was 
asked, and Messrs. Rowe, White and Bunton were named. 

A committee of conference was instructed to report on 
the petition of George E. Nixon. 

A joint resolution fixing the minimum price of public lands. 

The house adjourned till three o’clock, P. M. 


—24Oo-— 


THURSDAY, 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met at the hour appointed. 

Mr. Rowe announced the signature of the President to an 
act establishing the supreme court, and defining the powers, 
and jurisdiction thereof. 

Mr. Rowe announced the concurrence of the committee of 
reference in the amendments of the Land bill; and on the a- 
mendment respecting the case of those who emigrated since the 
Declaration of Independance.—Mr. Branch had consulted Mr. 
Baker, and he agreed with him (Mr. Branch,) and gave it as 
his legal opinion that those who arrived after the Declaration 
of Independance, had no claim to head rights under the colo- 
nization laws, and that it was unconstitutional to grant them a- 
ny such rights, and furthermore that they are altogether unpro- 
vided for, on Mr. Baker’s reputation as a lawyer he asserted it, 
and it agreed with his own views, he therefore moved an amend- 
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ment, which was considered as clearly as ex-port facto, placing 
them on the same footing with those who may arrive after the 
Ist of January. 

Mr. Branch’s amendment was negatived. 

An act establishing the minimum price of land, was taken 
up, when it was passed, that after the first of April, the sum 
should be one dollar per acre. 

An act establishing an ad valorem duty on invoice value of 
goods imported, was postponed till May. The bill was intro- 
duced by Mr. Branch. 

Another bill on export duties, was introduced by the same 
gentleman which he hoped would not mect the same fate as the 
other, it however on adivision was considered, 

And the house adjourned till 7 o’clock. 

SEVEN O'CLOCK. P. M. 

The bill for raising a revenue by import duties was resum- 
ed, and on division passed its final reading. 

The bill for raising arevenue by direct taxation was read, 
and after some amendments was referred to a committee, to re- 
port as soon as practicable; Messrs. Hooper, Archer and Bun- 
ton were named. - 

The resolution to confer with the senate to-morrow, for 
electing officers,—was concurred in. 

After which the house adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


—Lf-— 


Fripay, Decemsper 16, 1836. 

The house met, and after the usual preliminaries, proceed- 
ed to business. 

There was little business of importance transacted this 
morning, as the arrival of the senate was expected, to aid in the 
election of the officers created under the judiciary acts, post of- 
fice and land bills. 4 

Mr. Pennington reported on the claims of J. A. Nixon, re- 
ferring him to the courts of law for vindication of his rights, and 
recommending the non-intervention of this house in matters of 
that kind.—Adopted. 

The committee, to whom was referred the act to raise a 
revenue by direct taxation, reported by an additional section.— 
The bill was then, on a division, postponed. 

Mr. Brush moved thai the chaplains receive the same per 
diem allowance as members.—Adopted. 

The house then adjourned for half an hour, after the expi- 
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ration of which, it,in conjunction with the senate, reassembled, 
and in the absence of all debate, proceeded to the viva voce elec- 
tion of the following officers of the judiciary, in the district and 
county courts, and of other civil departments. 


James Collinsworth, chief justice. 
Shelby Corzine, judge of the Ist district. 


B. C. Franklin, do. 2d do. 

R. M. Williamson, do. əd do. 

J. W. Robinson, do. Ath do. 
Richardson Scurry, district attorney Ist district. 
A. M. Tompkins, do. 2d do. 

H. C. Hudson, do. 3d do. 

Jobn Ricord, do. 4th do. 


J. W. Moody, auditor. 
Asa Brigham, treasurer. 
G. A. Parker, postmaster general. 


CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE COUNTY COURTS. 
Thomas Barnet, for the county of Austin. 
George B. McKinstry, for the county of Brazoria. 
Joseph Baker, for the county of Bexar. 
Matthew Parker, for the county of Sabine. 

B. D. McClure, for the county of Gonzales. 
W. H. McIntire, for the county of Goliad. 
Andrew Briscoe, for the county of Harrisburg. 
Joseph Mott, for the county of Jasper. 
Chichester Chaplin, for the county of Jefferson. 
D. P. Coit, for the county of Liberty. 

Silas Dinsmore, jr. for the county of Matagorda. 
Andrew Rabb, for the county of Mina. 

Chas. S. Taylor, for the county of Nacogdoches. 
Robert Hamilton, for the county of Red River. 
Jno. McHenry, for the county of Victoria. 
William McFarland, for the county of San Augustin.. 
George O. Lusk, for the county of Shelby. 

Jno. Dunn, for the county of Refugio. 

Jno. Turner, for the county of San Patricio. 
Jno. P. Coles, for the county of Washington. 
Massillon Farley, for the county of Milam. 
Patrick Usher, for the county of Jackson; and 
William Menifee, for the county of Colorado. 


After the election of the above, the house adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded to 
business. i 

Mr. Rowe reported on the land office bill, conveying con- 
currence, excepting the time of opening the office. a j 

The house concurred in all the amendments. 

Mr. Rowe moved a resolution, instructing the auditor to ex- 
amine the accounts of that department, and report to the next 
congress, the situation of affairs there.— Withdrawn. 

Mr. Bunton moved that the house do not adjourn on this 
day, but adjourn from day to day, until a farther adjournment 
of both houses be agreed upon. 

Mr. Archer moved a resolution, that one hundred copies of 
the report of the proceedings be presented to the reporter, as a 
tribute for the manner in which he has discharged his duty. 

A message was announced by Mr. Scurry, stating that the g- 
aci organizing the army, had passed the senate. 

The act on import duties, with amendments, was read and, 
concurred in. 

A joint resolution, making specific reservations, passed 
without amendment. 

Mr. McKenney said he had been importuned by Mr. Smith 
several times, stating that the government was open to be de- 
frauded to a considcrable amount, and wished to have possession 
of the papers of the Messrs. Bordens. 

Mr. Allen bore testimony to the accuracy of the accounts 
presented to him. i 

Mr. Pennington bore the same testimony. 

Mr. Baker would not suffer any papers to be put in the 
treasurer’shands. ‘This house ordered the payment, and ’tis his 
duty to pay it. If he has any charges against the Bordens, let 
him make it in writing. Neither Mr. Smith nor the President, 
has a right to question the directions of this house on that sub- 
ject—he, therefore, would not listen to such interference on the 
part of any officer of the government, and would move to refuse 
the papers; they are the property of this house. 

Mr. Allen would move that the chairman of the committee ` 
confer with Mr. Smith.— Agreed to. 

Mr. Baker said he would also move, that the chairman re- 

- port if there were such frauds as have been alleged. ; 

Mr. Smith asked permission to explain. He did net charg 
the Messrs. Rordong with any fraud, but now that the Bordens 
are satisfied, he only required the vouchers for that amount— 
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the vouchers were now in the hands of the committee, and Mr, 
Smith only wished to have them filed in the treasury depart- 
ment.—Handed over. ‘ 

An act authorizing the president to take command of the 
army in person, to effect its organization in conformity with law, 
was read a first time. 

Mr. Wharton opposed the resolution, on the ground that 
the president had won sufficient laurels in the army, and his 
present duties discharged to the satisfaction of the people, will 
be both fame and honor sufficient for any man. 

Mr. Archer assigned the very reasons urged by Mr. -Whar- 
ton, why the the president should take command of the army, 
as better qualified for such duty, than those with which he has 
been invested. 

The question of suspension of the rule having been put, was 


_ lost. 


The resolutions on the claims of Mr. Allsbury, were taken 
jup—and the house adjourned till 3 o’clock, without a decision 
on the resolutions. 
3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

A committee was appointed, to invite the senate io the 
electing of the officers appointed under the land bill. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the bill for the prevention of the 
introduction of African slaves into `Texas, be taken up.—The 
bill was read. 

On a division of the house to suspend the rule, the affirma- 
tives were twenty-four, the negatives three. The bill passed its 
third reading with a similar result, on division. 

A resolution, postponing the final adjournment until Wed- 
nesday, the 21st, was concurred in. 

A message from the president, vetoing the post office Dill, 
on the ground of an undue encroachment on the executive pre- 
rogative, was announced. 

The vote of thehouse was reconsidered, and the objectiona- 
ble passage was cancelled, which vested the power of appoint- 
ing the postmaster general, in both houses of congress. 

The bill, as amended, was, on a division, concurred in. 


3, A message from the senate, requesting reconsideration of 
Ahe | 


and bill, on the principle upon which the post office bill was 
vetoed, was announced. 
The house adjourned till Monday. 
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Monpay, DECEMBER 19, 1836. 

The house met, and after the usual preliminaries, proceed- 
ed to business. P 

Mr. Bunton proposed a resolution, that the assistant clerks 

__ who served in the army, war or navy departments, under the go- 
* yernment ad interim, receive five dollars per diem, and that the 
auditor be required to audit the same. 

The senate announced by Mr. Scurry, their concurrence in- : 
the amendments to the post office bill. 

A message from the president, withholding his signature to 
the army regulations, on the grounds of being too voluminous to 
be printed before the next sitting of congress, and therefore in- 
operative, as it could not be in the hands of the army, and no 
appropriation having been made for the payment of the printing. 

Mr. Baker moved an amendment to Mr. Bunton’s resolu- 
tion, allowing the same compensation for services as those given 
to the treasurer, and that he be required to deliver up his 
books.—The resolution passed. 

On the consideration of the president’s message, Mr. Branch 

hoped the house would pass it into a law by a constitutional ma- 
jority. 
Mr. Wharton did not intend any reflections on the presi- 
deni, but it was singular that a resolution was a few days ago 
before this house, to permit him to organize and command the 
army ìn person, and this bill organizing the army, is now reject- 
ed, because inexpedient. The president says the printing will 
cost ten thousand dollars. Mr. Wharton would undertake to 
print it for one thousand. 

The bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

A resolution sent from the senate, was, on motion of Mr. 
Green, taken up, pledging the government to respect the rights 
and contracts of the honorable John Woodward, and those 
rights conferred on Mr. Beale, by the staie legislature of Coa- 
huila and Texas. 

A message from the senate, announcing that it had laid on 
the table, the proclamation to raise twenty thousand volunteers, *- 
and also the resolution for preventing the introduction of slaves 
from the coast of Africa. 

The resolution respecting Mr. Woodward, was, by suspen- 
sion of the rule, read a second time, and referred to a select + 
committee of three. 

Mr. Ingram moved a resolution, that the secretary of the 
treasury be required to prepare and devise a system for raising 
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a revenue, and for the development of all the financial resources 
of Texas, which, in his judgment, may be available to the ex- 
isting and future exigences of the country, and to be prepared 
to submit the same to the next congress; with a plan for funding 
the national debt, and paying the interest thereon semi-annual- 
ly.—Adopted. 

The land bill was taken up—the tenth section was struck 
out, and the appointment of officers by the president inserted, 
with advice and consent of the senate.—Concurred in. 

The joint resolution authorizing the president to organizc 
and command the army, was taken up.—Postponed till to-mor- 


af TOW. 


Mr. Wharton proposed an act, that the president be in- 
structed to direct our agents in the United States, when they 
shall have received information of our annexation to the United 
States, that they forthwith suspend the sale of the land scrip un- 
til further instructed.—_Read a first and second time, and then 
on a division, ordered to lie on the table. 

The house then adjourned till to-morrow morning. 


—ffr— 


Turspay, Decemsper 20, 1836. 

The house met, and after the usual preliminaries, proceeded 
to business. 

A message from the senate, announcing the passage of an 
act, supplementary to an act, punishing crimes and misdemea- 
nors. 

Mr. KcKenney reported on the unfinished business before 
the committee cn claims and accounts.—Laid on the table. 

Mr. Baker reported on the claims of the honorable John 
Woodward, by a resolution, embracing a vote of thanks for his 
services to Texas, and declaratory of the non-interference of this 


‘house with vested rights. 


A message from the senate, asking a conference on the act 
for organizing the courts, was granted; and Messrs. Rowe, Bun- 
ton and Archer, were appointed. 

A resolution appointing a contractor for the army.—Order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

An act supplementary to an act, for punishing crimes and 
misdemeanors, making it capital punishment to introduce Afri- 
can slaves into the country, was read.—The act passed its final 
reading. 

The resignation of Mr. Moody, one of the assistant clerks, 
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who has been elected to the auditorship, was tendered and ac- 
cepted, to take effect to-morrow. 

Mr. Branch, with leave, moved a bill, locating the seat of 
justice at Houston, for the county of Harrisburg, and attaching 
Galveston island to that county. 

A message, announcing that the senate laid on the table, a 
secret resolution, passed by this house in secret session. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

3 O'CLOCK, Pe Me 
The house met, and on motion of Mr. Brush, the resolution 


to allow the chaplain the same pay as members of congress, was , 


taken up; and on a division to suspend the rule, the resolution 
was lost. 

A resolution to allow the door-keeper two dollars per day 
for a sweeper, was carried. 

A resolution to instruct a committee to wait on the senate 
and president, and to inform them that the house will adjourn on 
to-morrow, 12 o’clock. 


Mr. Rowe announced the president’s signature to the raih ` 


road and inland navigation company, with banking privileges. 


An act locating the seat of justice in the town of Houston, &7 


was taken up, and after some amendments, was, on a division for 
suspension of the rule, lost. 

The committee to apprise the senate and president of the 
adjournment, were named Messrs. Green, Branch and Holman; 
after which, the house adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


-sS 


Wepnespay, Decemper 21, 1836. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal 
‘was read. 

A message from the senate, concurring in the acts sent from 
Se house of representatives yesterday, was announced by Mr. 

scurry. 

a resolution to appoint a contractor general for the army, 
was superseded by a resolution offered by Mr. Bunton, requiring 
tenders sealed from contractors, and purchases made at the low- 
est proposals. The resolution was lost on suspension of the rule. 

The bill locating the seat of justice for Harrisburg county, 
at Houston, passed its final reading. 

The bill empowering mail contractors to receive pay in 
lands, was passed. 


Reap mms n 
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1 The joint resolution for compensating the chaplains, passed. 
‘ A motion to postpone all further business till the first day of 
May next, was carried. 

The house then adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and entered into 
private session, with open doors. 

A resolution was passed, to adjourn from day to day, until 
Saturday, in order that the fate of the land bill shall be known; 
and a committee had been appointed, to apprise the senate and 
executive, that the house of representatives is ready to adjourn 
tili May, as no further business, by a resolution of the house, can 
be resumed. 

It is expected that the executive will veto the land bill, in 
which event, it is the determination to pass it into a law by a 
constitutional majority of both houses; after which, there can be 
no doubt of a final adjournment. 


——e 


7 O'CLOCK, P, M. 


“ff The house met at seven o’clock, and having no business to 


transact, adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o’clock. 


—34+ Oo 


Tuurspay, Decemsrr 22, 1836, 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and by a consti- 


* tutional majority, passed the land bill, and the rules and regula- 


’ tions for the army, both of which were vetoed by the president. 

The house meets at three o’clock, to receive back from the 

senate, with its fiat, a few resolutions, when the congress will 
stand finally adjourned till May. 


